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SECT. I. Inſftrudions for ſailing along the Coaſts, 
and into the Harbours of Jamaica. 


EING bound for Port Royal, you may run in bold for Plzmb 

Point, as you have nothing to fear until you are abreaſt of it 
and the Middle Ground. When you bring Rock Fort, N. by E. or 
N. N. E. you will come over a Cre Ledge, juſt as you are out 
and in with the leading mark, (which is the Magazine, on the higheſt 
part of Sali-Pond Hill), or on the Na# and the flag-ſtaſf on the Fort 
at Port Royal W. by N. The Croſs Ledge is rocky ground; in 
going over with the — marks you have 74, 10, 10 , 11, 112, 13, 
and 15 fathoms water. 

The Middle Ground lies S. S. W. from Plumb Point; you may fail 
between the two, or without, to the ſouthward, as neceſſity requires, 
To the northward is the beſt channel; keep well in ſhore till the 
leading mark is on, as ſaid above, and you may go on with ſafety be- 
tween Gun Key and the Fort, 

But if your ſhip draws 12 or 13 feet water, you muſt be careful of 
keeping clear of the Know!l, which lies juſt oft the Fort, and forms 
two channels, which are as fallows : : 

I. To go within the Auro, the leading mark is to bring the 
higheſt buſh on Gun Kry (which is near the middle of it) in _ 

A Wi 


— 


dual ſoundings for 8 or 9 miles. 


„* 
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with Yallahs Point; you have 10 fathoms water, and the channel is 
70 fathoms wide. e mark to ſtrike the Know! is, the South Point 


of Gun Key on the high hill of Tallabs, or a ſhips length open of 


Yallahs Point; the breaſt mark is the Church on the 5th or 8th 
embrazure of the Fort, Sandy Key juſt open with Lime Key, and you 
will have 16 or 17 feet water. - 

II. To go between the Know! and the Middle Ground, the lead- 
ing mark is True Lands Hummock, within Lallals, on the ſouthern- 
moſt part of Gur Key; or Yallahs Point well open to the northward 
of the North Point of Ractbhams Key. This channel, Which is the 


' wideſt, and has 12 fathoms water, is moſtly uſed when taken with 


the land wind. When the Church is on the ſecond embrazure, count- 
ing from the weſtward, this Middle Ground is called the Weftern 
Gros ul. b 

Further directions would be needleſs, as there are eſtabliſhed pilots 
always to be got. When you are bound out of Por: 2 weigh · 
ing anchor, keep weſtward of the Middle Ground, becauſe the cur- 
rents ſet moſt commonly to the eaſtward in the morning ; and be care- 
ful not to bring the Church Steeple upon the corner of the wall with 
embrazures, until Yallahs Hill is brought in one with Lime Key. 
In caſe you ſhould not ſee Ya!lahs Hill Point, look for a mount on 
Hellfire, and when it is open of Sali-Pan Hill, you are then to the 


ſouthward of the gern Ground; the leading mark for this Ground 


being the ſecond embrazure (counting from the weſtward) with the 
Churca Steeple, : 

After that, you are to haul up in order to avoid the Turtle Heads, fo 
as to bring the Church Steeple to the eaſternmoſt part of the Fort; and 
continue to keep that mark, until the Souther» Key is brought on 
with Tallals Point; then you may haul to the eaſtward, if the wind 
will permit. But if you ſhould not keep up to the leading mark, and 
the Church Steeple ſhould come near the corner of the Fort, you 
muſt then come to, or tack and ſtand in.— The mark, when aſhore 
on the eaſt fide of the Turtle Heads, and Three Fathom Bank, is the 
Cc _ Steeple upon the ma; q ine of the Fort, and $þauiſh-town Land 
Juſt open. 

When you come out from Port Royal to Portland, the courſe 
is 8. W. diſtance 10 leagues: but you muſt keep further to avoid 
Rack Rec and the Ry. There ure ſoundings fo 2 out, as to bring 
the eaſternmoſt land of Hellſbire to bear N. by E. and Rocky Poin', 
or the ſouthernmoſt land of Portland, N. W. by N. at the faid 
bearings, ſoundings have been found from 17 to 23 fathoms, and the 
next caſt no ground with 80 fathom line, though not a ſhip's length 
between the firſt and the laſt. Upon this flat are ſeveral Keys, two 
of which bear from Portland. E. diſtance 3 or 4 miles: and Negro 
Head Rock, with the other Keys, lie in N. E. by which is the 
going into Old Harbowr. Right off from Portland yau have gra- 


From 
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From Portland 8. diſtance 13 or 14 leagues, lies Portland Rock, 
which is a ſingle Key, a little higher than Drunken Man's Key, off 
Port Royal, with ſmall buſhes on it: a mile from this rock are knowls 
of 14 and 15 fathoms water. 

To fail into Carliſle Bay, or Withy Wood Road, you muſt keep to 
the weſtward, tilt you bring a. little round hill in the Bay dive 
N. or N. by W. (taking care in coming from the eaſtward to keep off 
ſhore, ſo as to avoid Rocky Point, to which you muſt give a good 
birth of 3 or 4 miles). Keep the ſame bearing as you run in ſight 
of the Old Fort, then between you and the hill, in 10, 8, 7, 2055 


4, 3% fathoms water, when you will be within a mile and a 


the ſhore, The Fort N. E. or N. N. E. is the beſt place to anchor 


in for loading, becauſe your boats can fail both aſhore and aboard with 


the ſea winds ; and then Rocky Point will be on with the Southern- 
moſt Point of Portland, bearing E. S. E. | 
If you want to anchor off Milt River, a little more to the weſtward, 
u muſt do as for Carliſſe Bay. Between this and Pedro Bluff is 
Alligator Pond, a dry Key 2 or 3 miles long with a ſandy reef; where 
there is 3 fathoms water within, and good ſoundings for a long way 


without it. 


From Portland Point to Pedro Bluff or Point, is near 16 leagues W. 
by N. off this Bluff, there are ſoundings for 5 or 6 miles, the edge 
of which runs E. 8. E. and W. N. W. < * 

rom 


— 


* From Pedro Bluff S. 7 deg. E. diſtance 14 or 15 leagues, are the Pedro Ky: 


towards the eaſt end of Pedro Shoals, anchor there in 9 fathoms water, hard 
ground, you may bring the Key E. one half S. diſtance four or five miles; 
the Middk Key S. E. one half S. and the eiern, or Savanna Key S. by E. one half 
E. There are ſoundings for 3 or 4 leagues to the weſtw ard in the following depth 
gone half to 7, and then to 10 fathoms hard ground. 

From Pedro Keys S. W. one half W. about 24 leagues is Faro Nuevo, a bank 
8 the Engliſh, The New Boar ; being about 8. 32 leagues from the 9 

nd of Jamaica. * 

rd Ring that in running through Pedro Shoals, you will ſee ſeveral ſpots and 
breaches S. W. about 5 leagues from the Keys; and round breaches 8. W. by W. 
2 leagues from them. The breaches are about a cable's length; when you come 
abreaſt of them, you will ſee, from the maſt head, a very large track of 
breakers, bearing about 8. W. by W. and W. 8. W. 5 leagues from you; 
and p leagues from thoſe, a Bund Spot which breaks pretty high, and is the 
weſternmoſt breach of the Shoals. Being come to the weſtward of the Nm 
Spor, about 5 leagues, you may haul gradually over, in 9, 10, 11 fathoms, and 
ſometimes overfalls where you have no ground.--In running down before the 
wind, you muſt give theſe breakers a 2 birth, and come no nearer than g 
fathoms at leaſt, the banks being very ſteep all along ; in hauling a little to the 
ſouthward, you have very deep water. 

Some pilots pretend that where you do not ſee it break, you may run over 
the ſhoals any where, and not find leſs than 3 or 4 fathoms ; but no ſtranger 
ought to make the trial. ; 

Baxo Nuevo has a key, which is about 2 cables length long, and one third 


broad ; ftretching E. by N. and W. by 5. 


A 2 «Ts 
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From Pedro Bluff to Black River, the diſtance is about 6 leagues 
N. E. if you ſhould want to go into this laſt pine, you mult keep 


Pedro Bluff open of Parratec Point, till you bring the Church on 
with a gap in the high land, or to bear N. E. ealterly then ſteer 
Tight in 2 the Church, which will carry you into the beſt of the 


channel. It is full of heads of coral rocks. 


The ſoundings become narrow at Blucfields Point, (Crab Pond Point) 


but you may ſail down by them. If you ſteer in for Bluefield's Bay, 


you will have 7, 6, 53, 54, and 43 fathoms water; and within that 
depth 7 and 8 fathoms. The Bay through is foul ground, and you 
muſt ſeek for the beſt ſandy ſpot for your anchorage. To come to an 


anchor there, you muſt keep the land to the eaſtward in fight, open 


of the Point, until you bring the leading mark (which is the Over- 
ſeer's Houſe, on the weſt {ide of the Bay, ſtanding upon a ſmall round 
hill) in one with the Tavern by the water and river fide; they bear- 
ing, when in one, N. E. by E. Then ſteer in for them till you can 
bring the eaſternmoſt Point of the Bay to bear S. E. by E. or S. E. 


by S. when you will have 44 and þ leſs 5 fathoms water, and the beſt 


anchoring ground, 
N.B. The mountain, called Dolphin's Head, is far to the weſtward of 


Blrefields, and bears due north from Savanna la Mar. 


Savanna la Mar bears from Bluefields Point W. by N. + N. diſtance 
$ or 9 miles. The leading mark is to bring the Fort N. and keep it 
ſo, which will carry you in the beſt channel. | 

From Pedro Bluff to Negril by South, which lies in lat. 18 deg. 
18 min. N. The courſe is W. N. W. or N. W. by W. about 20 


leagues. 


4% To anchor at Baxo Nut, ſays Mr. Biſhep' “bring the eaſternmoſt point 
6 of the Reef to bear E. N. E. diſtance ſix or ſeven miles, and the mall Sandy Key 
«© E. S. E. diſtance three or four miles, the weſternmoſt breakers in ſight frum the 
« deck of a 20 gun ſhip bearing S. S. W. then you will have hard fandy ground. 
% I obſerved at anchor, and found the lat. '15 deg. 57 min. N. and found 
© from the ſhip S8. by W. 2 cables length, and had 10; at 3 lengths 8, at a mile 


« + one half fathoms, all coarſe ſandy ground. In my ſounding fell in with a 


« Rock with 7 feet water upon it. The ſhip bore from the Rock N. by W. half W. 
« diſtance two and a half miles; and the X E. N. E. two and a half miles. 
© S, by E. half E. from the rock at Knowl, at the,diſtance of one fourth of a mile, 
there is another knowl with 4 feet water; both of them are ſteep to, and 
«© not bigger than a boat. I ſounded from the & to the ſhip one tinrd of the 
«© way 5 fathoms, one half way 7 one half, and three fourths of the way 3 one 
& half fathoms.”” : | 

N. B. Baxo Nuevo is a good flation in a Spaniſh IJ ar, as mol. ſhips come this way 


— om the Span ma'r, going to the Havana, 
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SECT. IL 


FROM Negril ly South,to Negril by North, the courſe is g miles N. 4 E. 
and all around this Ve End of Jamaica itis flat ol, with good ſoundings 
for a long way. Between Negril by North, and Lucca Harbour (or St. Lucy) 
are ſeveral places, as Orange Bay, Green Hand, and Dawis's Cove, 
which are ſeldom uſed but by thoſe who go thither on purpoſe to land, 
and have Pilots on board. | 

Lucea Harbour is about 15 or 16 miles north-eaſtward of Negril by 
North. When you are out in the offing, the marks to know this place, 
and ſail into it, are as follows: open the Harbour by bringing the Do/phin's 
Head to bear S8. then ſteer right in, which will lead you in fight of the 
Fort. You may borrow as cloſe to the eaſt fide of the Harbour as you 

aſe ; but on the weſt fide, you mult not come too near, for there 
lies a ſtony bank, (about a muſquet ſhot north from the point on which 
the Fort ſtands) to which you mult give a good birth. 

On the eaſt fide you will have 7, 6, 55, and 4 fathoms water, very 

anchoring ground, till you come to the anchorage in the Harbour, 
in 53, 5, and 41 fathoms. In the middle of the Harbour there is a 
ſmall rock which is ſteep all round. 

Montego (or Manteca) Bay, lies E. by N. from Zucea Harbour, 
about 20 miles. In going in there, if you come from the eaſtward, 
you muſt give the point a good birth of 5 or 6 miles, as you come down 
(on account of the reef which runs and may be ſeen off), till you open 
the town, and bring the Gun Tavern to bear 8. E. Then ſtand in for 
it, which will carry you clear of the reef to the weſtward, and thus run 
in till you ſhut in the point to the northward of the Fort, when you 
will come upon ſoundings in the Bay. 

In ſailing along the reef, you have 10, 12, 14, 15, 20, and ſoon to 30 
fathoms water in the Bay, it being a ſhelving bank. If you come to an 
anchor in 20 or 30 fathoms, your anchor will not hold; if in deeper 


water, you are in danger of driving off the bank. To come to the beſt 


anchoring ground which is in 9, 10, 11, or 12 fathoms water, you bring 
the Fort te bear N. by E. and the Gun Tavern E. by S. but with ſmall 
veſſels you may go up the Bay to anchor in 7, 6, 5, and 4 fathoms. 

In working from hence to windward, when it is clear weather, you 
may diſcern the Copper Hills the higheſt on the Iſland of Cuba. They 
bear from Montego Point N. E. by N. diſtance about 34 leagues; and 
from St. Ann's Bay, N. and N. N. E. about 30. 
From Montego Point, 7 leagues E. lies Martha Brea, where veſſels 
load; Ong the place is frequented only by thoſe which go there on 
purpoſe, ; 

About 14 miles to the eaſtward of this laſt place, you come to Xi 
Bueno, where a ſhip may lie and bring the Point N. N. W. in 8 or 9 
fathoms water. The bank is itcep. | . 

rom 
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From Rio Bucno, 4 or 5 miles eaftward, is Dry Harbour, a good 
place for ſmall veſſels, but the channel is narrow, and has but 16 feet 
water. , | 

Fifteen miles further from Dry Harbour, is St. Ann's Bay: the uſual 
method of going in there, as the water is clear, is to ſail cloſe to the 
mack reef, leaving it on the ſtarboard fide; but there is always 
a Pilot at this place. | 

About 10 miles to the eaftward of Sr. Ann's Bay, is Ocho Ris (or 
Oche-rees) Bay; to anchor in which, you may faif by the reef to the 
weſtward. This reef ſplits off from the eaſt fide of the Bay; fo you 
muſt haul up, and bring its weſternmoſt part N. N. W. or N. W. um 7 
fithoms water. There is another reef to the ſouthward of you, but as 
the water is very clear, your eye may be your Pilot. 

From Ocho Rio Bay to Ora Cabeca Bay, the diſtance is 12 miles 

- eaſt, Gallina Point is about 5 miles eaſt of this laſt Bay; and Ports 
Maria 4 miles to the ſouthward of Gallina Point. | 

To fail into Porto Maria from the eaſtward, you will ſee a high 
Tfland, which muſt be kept a little to the larboard-bow, fo as to give 
the north part of the Iſland a birth of a piftol-ſhot; then luff right in, 
and anchor cloſe under the Iſland in 4 or 5 fathoms water, where you 

y will be within a cable's length of the Ifland, and one and a half from the 
li main: ſmall veſſels may anchor between the Ifland and the main, Ob- 
# | ſerve that when you lie here at any time, you muſt buoy your cab 
3 becauſe _ are too often apt to heave their ballaſt overboard and ſpoi 6 


the 
It you are to ſail from the eaſtward into Ora Cabeca, you muſt go in 

the weſt of Gallina Point; but if you are off at ſea, and want to go 
f in for that Point, you muſt bring the weſternmoſt land of the Blue 
F Mountains S. by E. E. and keep it fo, which will lead you in with the 
| Point. To anchor in Ora Cabeca Bay, bring the eaſternmoſt point of 
| the reef N. E. by N. diſtance about + of a mile; and a houſe upon the 
hill on the larboard fide 8. E. by S.; bring alſo the Guard-houſe on 
the weſt fide of the river 8. W. by S. diſtance 4 mile, and the 
weſternmoſt Bluff Point W. by N.; then you will have 55 fathoms 
water, ſandy ground. You may alſo anchor further in, under the Red 

Clif, bearing W. 8. W. and there you will have deep water. ; 
55 irteen miles S. E. of Porto Maria, is Anatta Bay; to fail into this 
from the eaſtward, you muſt ſteer down for Green Caſtle Windmill, until 
you bring Old Shaxv's Houſe (in the middle of the Bay) ſouth of you; 
then puſh in directly for the ſaid houſe, which will carry you clear of 
the Weſtward of the School Maftcr, the only ſhoal in the Bay. As the 
bank is ſteep and narrow, the firſt founding is 9 or 10 fathoms water; 
therefore you ſhould have your anchor clear, and moor in 6 or 7 

fathoms, when you will be 4 of a mile from the ſhore. 

About 9g leagues S. by E. + E. from'Anatra Bay, is — 
as formerly a King's Port, and there till are to be ſeen the remains 
of the carecning wharf, &c. It is divided into two Harbours, —_— 

ö a 
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Faft and the Hg. To fail into the Eaff Harbour coming from the 
ſea, bring the eaſtern part of the Blue Mountains to bear 8. 8. W. and 
ſteer in that courſe, which will carry you in fight of the Commodore's 


--. houſe, upon Navy Hand F keep that on your ſtarboard fide, keeping 


about mid-channel between Navy Thandfand the eaſt point of Mr. Plc 
fam's Houſe (which is two ſtories high), open of the Fort Point. There 
is in the middle of the Zaff Harbour a reef of 7 feet water, which 
keeps off the ſwell ſent in by a north wind; and without or within this 

ou may anchor; if you chuſe the latter, you muſt keep over to 
the Fort fide, till you open a great Cotton Tree, with Mr. Trower's 7 
on the eaſt ſhore ; then you may haul up, and come to anchor in 7 fa- 
thoms water, good holding ground, both here and without; indeed it 
is difficult to get the anchors out of the ground. The Za Harbour is 
not ſo ſecure as the Ve, being expoſed to the Norths, which ſend in 2 
great ſwell; but its channel being broader, is not ſo difficult. 


If bound into the Ve Harbour, after making the entrance, which * _- a 
may be ſeen 2 or 3 leagues off, dy the houſes on Tirchfeld, AoeNawy Log Pa 7 


1/land, you may run cloſe to Folh Point, and then ſteer on for the Fort, 


till you bring ſome negro huts below Bryan's Honſe open of the Ol2.. 


Warehouſe : this keeps you clear of the ſhoredying off Navy [fandgon 
which are coral rocks whereon you have not more than 9 or 10 feet 
water. You may keep as cloſe to the breakers off the Fort as you 
pleaſe, being ſteep to. When near abreaſt of the Old Wharf, you 
may haul in, and anchor at pleaſure in 6 and 7 fathoms, muddy cy. 
The entrance of this Harbour is fo narrow, (not being above 70 fa. 
thoms wide) that it muſtnot be attempted without a leading wind. There 
is a channel for veſſels of ꝙ or 10 feet draught of water, through the 
reef, to the weſtward of Navy [land —— 

The Tides here are not regular, but influenced by the winds—the 
variation in 1771 was 17 deg. 15 min. E | 


DircAions 
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Diredtions for Sailing from Port Royal 7o Morant 
Point, or the Eaſt End of Jamaica, &c. | 


3 
HE beſt way, in failing from Jamaica, for the Windward Paſe 
ſage, is to get as ſoon as you can the coaſt of Hi/paniola on 
board, where you never will miſs of a windward current, and in the 
evening the wind off ſhore. Coming out of Por-Reyal, after you are 
clear of the Keys, reach off till one o'clock, and then you will be 
well in by the time the land breeze comes on. You may turn or 
ſtand into 13 fathoms water aback of the Keys, for within that depth 
it is not ſafe; they ſtretch N. E. by E. and 8. W. by W.—There is 
a ſhoal which lies about a mile and a half off the ſhore, between the 
Tallals and the J/hite Horſes; and nothing elſe till you come to Mo- 
rant Keys (or the Ranas),—If you had occafion to fail into Port-Mo- 
rant, the following directions will be your guide. 

Obſerre a houſe which ſtands upon a hill on a red ground; the hill 
being right over the road leading to the path, which you may always 
ſee ; bring that houſe and the path due north, then you may fail into 
the Bay with ſafety. Take care not to fail too near the leeward or 
windward reef, but bring your marks north as above-mentioned. Then 
you will find 9, 8, 74, 7, 64, 6, 5, and+ leſs 5 to 4 fathoms water, 
till you have opened the Cooper's Houſe, and the Store Houſe, on 
the eaſt fide of the Bay; after which you come to an anchor in what 
water yon pleaſe ; though there is on the ſame fide a bank, right be- 
fore the Store Houſe, and not far from the ſhore, with no more than 
3 and 24 fathoms on it. Note, That this failing is to be attempted 
only between the hours of ten an two of the day. 

The body of MoraxTt KE s lies from Por! Morant 8. E.13 E. 
about 11 or 12 leagues; Carrion Crocu Hill, or the firſt riſing hill of 
the Blue Mountains to the eaſtward, bearing about N. W. by N. or N. 
N. W. + W. likewiſe the body of Tallabs Hill N. W. by W. 2 W. 
joined with the above at the ſame time: ſo that by ſeeing theſe 
hille, you may judge of your diſtance off them, or the ſhore, as well 
as of the place your ſhip is in; and night drawing on, you govern 
yourſelf accordingly in turning or ſailiug. | 

The Keys lie from lat. 17 deg. 27 min. to 17 deg. 31 Min. N. 
There are three of them, the eaſternmoſt ot which ſtretches 8. 1 E. _ 

N , I \ .* 
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N. 3 W. being in length 2950 feet: from its ſouth end to the 
ſouthernmoſt Key, the bearing is S. S. W. and from the weſternmoſt 
Key S. W. + S. from the north end of the eaſtern Key to the ſouthern, 
the bearing is S. by W. and to the weſtern Key S. S. W. 2 W. 

When Morast Keys bear 8. W. about 4 miles you have about 18 
fathoms water, ſtony ground mixed with fine red ſpecked gravel. When 
they bear 8. W. by 8. about 4 miles you have 16 fathoms; and when 
pr W. + W. 6 miles diſtant you have 23 fathoms, ground as 
above. 

To know, ſays Capt. Hefter, when you are to the eaſtward of the 
Keys, coming from the ſouthward, Note, that Morant Point, or the 
Eaſt End of Famaica, and the North-Eaft End of the ſame, bear of euch 
other N. W. by N. and 8. E. by 8. So that when the Nortb-Zaft End, 
which is high and bluff, is to be ſeen on thoſe bearings, or to the 
weſtward of them, you are to the eaſtward of all. | 

Alſo coming from the ſouthward, and keeping the Yalla's Hill to 
the northward of the above bearings, or Carrion Crow Hill to the 

northward likewiſe, you are to the weſtward of the Keys. 

To anchor coming from the eaſtward, borrow no nearer the reef 
than 6 fathoms. This reef runs down by the north {ide of the eaſtern. 
Key, and may generally be feen ; ſteer down to the weſtward by it, 
until you bring the weſternmoſt Key to bear 8. S. E. or 8. E. by 8. 
then haul in for it, and you may anchor in what water you ehoole, 
from 12 to 11, 9, 8, and 7 fathoms, white ſandy ground, and at what 
diſtance — will from the Key; or, you muſt bring the Key S. or S. 
by W. then you come by your lexd, on good ſandy ground, as nigh 
as you will in 18, 16, 15, 12, 10, 8, 7, 6, and 5 fathoms water, taking 
care that you may be able to fail in all kinds of winds: you may yo 
higher under the reef to an anchor, but danger may enſue. 

Take always great care thut in the night-time, you do not come to 
near theſe Keys, for fear of being drove on ſhore by the current. 

In turning between Morant Keys, and the Eaſt End of Jamaica, 
there is good eight leagues turning ground, and as it happens but 
ſeldom that you do not deſcry ſome of the land before night, you mult 
govern yourſelf by its bearings to act properly in turuing or ſailing 
tor the night. 

Note, that about 11 leagues E. N. E. from Morant Keys, and E. 
by S. 16 or 17 leagues from Morart Point, there is an Overfall, having 
20 and 16 fathoms water on it, but it is ſeldoin met with, being very 
narrow. | 

About 8 or 9 leagues from Morant Point, between N. and N. N. E. 
lies the ſhoal, called The Fox MiGas or P1$8M1Rts, which have but 3 
fathoms water on them, and in ſome places but 14 feet. The fall 
of the high land over Plantain Garden River, which is the eaſternmoſt 
tigh * on Jamaica, bearing S. W. by S. it leads you on the Form! 
gas; in the day they may be diſcovered by the diſcolouring ot the 
Water. 

B From 
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From Morant Point, or the Eaſt End of Jamaica, 70 
tie South Shore of Cuba, St. Jago, Cumberland 
Harbour, Occoa Bay, and Cape Mayze. 


- 


FROM Morant Point N. N. W. are the Copper Hills, mentioned 
in the preceding article as the higheſt land on the ſouth part of the 
iſland of Cuba; they are round and peaked, lying a little way inland, 
and may be deſeried from moſt parts of the north fide of Jamaica, 
making pretty much alike at all bearings from thence. Captain Biſhop 
has ſeen them and the Zaff End of Jamaica at the fame time. The 

; Gone Hil!s bear from Montego Point N. E. by N. about 34 leagues, 
and from S/. Ann's Bay N. and N. N. E. about 30; whence by their 
bearings, when they can be ſeen, you may know what places you are 
abreaſt of, on the north fide of Famaica. | 
From the Eaft End of Famaica to St. Jago, the courſe is N. 6 deg. 
E. near 41 leagues i 

From ditto to Cumberland Harbour N. E. 2 E. about 44 leagues., 

From ditto to Occea, or Sphinx's Bay, near N. E. by N. 54 
leagues. | 

ST. Jago is about 22 leagues to the eaſtward of the Copper Hills. 
The Morro Cafile lies in lat. 19 deg. 52 min. when the eaſt point of the 
entrance of &. Jago bears N. E. then the innermoſt battery is ſhut 
in wich the welt point. 

From &. Jago to CUMBERLAND HARBOUR, which the Spaniards 
call Grantanamo, and is in lat. 19 deg. 53 min. the courſe is E. 12 or 
1.3 leagues; and when you come ſo far to the eaſtward, as to bring 
Cumberland Harbour N. diſtance 5 or 6 miles, then the land to the 
weſtward of the Harbour, and St. Fago's Morro Caſtle will be in one, 
they bearing W. 4 N. by compaſs, and the outermoſt land to the 
eaſtward E. N. E. From hence, ſays Captain Biſbep, we ſaw the 
Heh Land of. Grande Ance, on Hiſpaniola, bearing E. 8. E. + E. 
and then obſerved and found ourſelves in lat. 19 deg. 45 min. N. . 

The going into Cumberland Harbour is clearly expreſſed in the 
chart: the founding is good 2 or 4 miles without the harbour, but 

ere is a Sunken Rock on the ſtarboard fide going in, about a quarter of 

a mile from the ſhore, with only 20 feet water on it, where part of the 

Augu/ta's falſe keel was ſtruck off; otherwiſe the ſhore is bold, with 

good room to work in it, except off the ſouth ſhore, at the mouth 
of Auguſla River, there being a bank of ſand and mud, by all means 


* The Mountains of Grande Ance, which are the weſternmoſt high land of Hi 
tile, are often ſeen alſo between Cape Mayze and Cape Nicholas ; they may 
be deſcried at 30 or 45 leagues diftance ; and by their ſituation and bearing, be- 
come a good guide in Working up through the /rigeard Paſſage, 

to 
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to be avoided. To anchor you = bring Auguſta River's mouth to 
bear 8. W. + W. and the Battery Point 8. S. E. then you will have 
6 fathoms water. | | 

About 6 leagues to the eaſtward of Cumberland Harbour, is the 
mouth of a little river, where many ſmall veſſels may lie; it is called 
by the Spaniards Puerto Eſcondido, or the Hidden Port, and has no 
more than 12 feet upon the bar: its opening being ſmall, and the weft 
point running out very narrow, it is ſometimes very difficult to find 
out that river. The deepeſt water is cloſe by the Point, but there is 
anchoring to the eaſtward of the mouth of the Harbour, 

From Cumberland Harbour to Cape Bueno, or Hoka Point, the courſe 
is E. by N. 4 N. near 17 leagues. Within this Cape is the Bay of 
Occoa, called by our ſailors Hoka Bay, and named alſo Si Bay from 
his majeſty's ſhip of that name: the mark for anchoring in the Bay, 
is to bring the eaſternmoſt point to bear E. S. E. diſtance about ane 
mile and a half, and then the Platform-land on Hiſpaniola will be in 
one with the point. The latitude is 20 deg. 6 min. You may anchor 
in any water — 35 to 7 fathoms, but 16 or 18 are the belt depth; 
and x Fa is plenty of fiſh to be got with hooks. Two freſh water 
rivers run into this Bay, the one named Nie de Mel, or Honey River, 
lies 2 or 3 miles to the weſtward of the anchoring: the other which 
lies nearer, is to the eaſtward, and at the bottom of the eaſternmoſt 
gulley, but it is generally dry, by reaſon of the ſcarcity of rain in this 
part. At moſt times there are at Hoka Bay Spaniſh hunters and 
ſhepherds, who will ſupply you with freſh proviſions. ; 

rom Hoka Point, or Cape Bueno, to the pitch of Cape Mayze the 
courſe is N. E. and the diſtance above 5 leagues. 


From Morant Point or the Eaſt End of Jamaica, fo he 
Navaza, Cape Tiburon, and Cape Donna Maria, on 
Hiſpaniola, by Captain Helter. 


From the Eaft End of Jamaica, to Navaza IsLanD, the courſe 
is E. N. E. 1 E. about 21 leagues. but in failing from the Navaze 
to the Eaſ End, Capain Hefter adviſes not to attempt to ſteer to the 
weſtward of 8. W. by W. for the following reaſons : Iſt. if you have a 
weather current, it would naturally throw you to the northward of the 
Eaft Knd: 2d. If a lee one, it would ſet you between Morant Keys and 
the Ea End; and you ſhould likewiſe fee the land before you had got 
the diſtance. 
he Nawvaza, a ſmall ifland, not very high, and having nothing upon 


it, is ſteep all round, it lies in lat; 18 deg. 20 min. N— 


From the Navaza to CarE T1BuR0N, the courſe is E. ſoutherly 


above 11 leagues, This Cape appears on the top with many white 
B 2 places, 
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places, like ways or roads, and-is the higheſt on the Weſt coaſt of 
H:ſpaniola : it makes the north fide of a ſmall bay, called from it T:- 
buron Bay, the opening of which from ſide to fide is but 1 mile + over. 
Running with the ſea breeze, you muſt give the ſouth or lower point a 
birth of 4 mile; and when you have opened the bay, ſo as to ſee the 
houſes, puſh right in N. E. It ſhoals gradually from 15 fathoms to 7 or 
6, where you anchor in good ground; the Bn bearing W. N. W. 
2 or 3 miles, and the ſouth point S. S. E. or you may bring the ſouth 
point to bear 8. E. by 8. diſtant 4 mile, and then you will be right a- 
gainſt the river, or watering place. 

All night you have a freſh land breeze at N. E. and all day freſh ſea 
breezes at S. E. by E. If you moor, lay your beſt anchor to the 
8. W. and the ſmall one to the N. E. Here you can find good freſh 
water, and plenty of good limes; but the inhabitants of a dozen houſes 
near the ſhore, will not ſuffer you to cut any wood. There is generally 
a great ſwell in the Bay, and a great ſurf on the beach, unleſs it is very 
good weather.“ : 

The courſe from the Eaf? End of Jamaica to CAE Donna MARIA, 
is E. N. E. E. 33 leagues, and from the NAvaza to the ſame Cape N. 
E. by E. 12 leagues. Cape Donna Maria is about / leagues + to the north 
of Cape Tiburon, the courſe being N. by E. or from Cape Tiburon to Iriſh 
Bay Point, N. N. W. and from thence to Cape Donna Maria, N. by E. 
The land between the two Capes is pretty high, ragged, and uneven, 
till you come within 2 or 3 leagues of Cape Donna Maria, when it is 
ſomewhat lower: there are ſoundings a good way off betwixt them. 
There is alſo a ſmall bay, 2 leagues to the northward of Cape Tiburon, 
called 1r;/b Bay, in which wood and water are to be had; and about 2 
leagues further up north, off a ſmall point, lies the Vale, a reef or 
ledge of rocks, 4 miles from the ſhore right off, which muſt be avoided: 
this ledge bears from Cape Donna Maria 8. S. W. 3 leagues, 


The following obſervations on Tiburon Bay, were made in January, 1767, by 
the ſame gentleman, Capt. Heer, on board the Nauwilys Man of War. 

«& Twuron Bay is about half a mile deep to the eaſtward. On the north ſhore it 
« is ſteep to within 2 or 3 cables lengths of the rocks; and within half a cable's 
« length you have 6 and 7 fathoms, ſtiff clayiſh ground. On the E. and 8. E. 
& ſhores you have four and four and a half fathoms, fine muddy ground, within a 
* Cable's length all round the ſhore. No ſhoals or rocks all over the Bay, as we 
© Could find. The edge of the ſoundings runs as the Bay forms, half a mile from its 
4% head, You may anchor any where in the Bay; but bring the point to the eaſt- 
« ward, to bear S. by E. and the Cape to bear W. by N. half N. in 4 or 5 fathoms; 
from that to 8 or ꝗ is very good ground; woodirg and watering in great plen- 
ty: you may either land your caſks, and roll them over a narrow neck of land 
into the river, or fill them in your boats with barreekas or buckets—No refreſh- 
ments of the meat kind, but ſome vegetables and fruits, as limes, &c. There 
is a ſmall battery of 5 guns, mounted on a hill above the houſes on the Bay, to 
command the watering place, which would annoy ſmall veſſels. No ſhipping 
here; their trade conſiſts chiefly of Indigo, Cite, and Cauan, which they ſend 
round to other ports in ſmall craft, for exportation to France.“ 


CAPE 
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Carz Donna Maia lies in lat. 19 deg. 41 min. being about the 
height of Beachy Head, bluff and ſteep to the water fide, and of a red- 
diſh colour. There is a Bay to the ſouthward of the Cape, which is called 
by its name, and is a good place for wood, water, and fiſh; it ſhoalens 

ually, and you may run in till you bring the Cape to bear N. 4 

. 1 mile and a :; the White Cliffs, to the ſouthward of which is the 
freſh water, E. by 8. the ſouth fide of the bay S. 4+ W. and the large 
White Houſe on the hill by the water fide E. N. E. + E. from 16 to 8, 
7, 6, 5 4» and 5 fathoms water, good ſandy 2 all over. Within 
the Cape, in the Bay, there is a low point with a ſmall Red Cliff a quar- 
ter of a mile in length, which makes the Cape remarkable, From this 
point lies a ſhoal right off, a mile or two, which ſhews itſelf very plain; 
after you are clear of this ſhoal, you may ſteer into the Bay in what depth 

ou chooſe, keeping your lead agoing as you come in. There are no 
— in Donna Maria Bay which may be ſeen, but the large White 
Houſe above mentioned, and another about 2 miles to the ſouthward, 
by the water fide. From Cape Donna Maria to Cape Nicholas, the 
courſe is N. E. or N. E. + E. diſtance 32 leagues, 


F 


Directions for the Coaſt of Hiſpaniola, between Cape 
Donna Maria, and Cape Nicholas, by Captain Biſhop, 
with the Obſervations of Captain Heſter, 


SECT. I. Iaſtructiont for ſailing from Donna Maria, 
to Leogane. 


F ROM Cape Donna Maria to Cart Ros, the courſe is E. N. E. 

+ E. about 7 leagues; between which there are three ſmall bays, 
with barcaderes for ſmall veſſels; the land is pretty high and uneven, 
and a deal of foul ground lies off and nigh the Cape. Between Cape 
Roſa and the Caymites Nandi, to the ſouth-eaſtward the land is very 
high towards Petit Goave ; the Caymites have foul ground round them, 
and when you are bound to or from the Bight of Leogane, you muſt 
keep at a good diſtance from the northern ifland, which hes 7 leagues 
from Cape Riſa, the courſe being due eaſt, The north point of the 
Great Caymite, and the weſt end of Guanaba Maud, bear from each other 
about N, E. by E. above 13 leagues, Th 
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The IsLanD or Gvanasa lies at the entrance of the N, or Gulf 
of Leogane; it is a ſhelter to the whole gulf, and breaks the ſea, which 
there, with weſterly winds, runs very high and breaking. At its ſouth- 
eaſt end there is a ſmall ifland, called Little Guanaba, formerly Fox! 
Beard [/land, ſurrounded with rects and ſhoals. There is no paſſage 
between theſe two iſlands, but you have room enough either to be 
northward or ſouthward of them. | x 

From the weſt end of Guanaba, to the middle of Guanaba Reef, 
(which lies in the fair-way or mid-channel, between the iſland and the 


main) when they are in one, the bearing is N. N. W. and S. S. E. 


diſtance 5 leagues. This reef is dry for about 100 yards, and ſometimes 
200. S. W. and N. E. it has gradual ſoundings to the rocks, and the 
flat of the reef runs a long way to the N. E. From the dry part of 


this reef, the weſt end of Guanaba bears N. N. W. 2 W. about 5; leagues; 
the eaſt end E. N. E. 6 leagues; and the plantation of Mitagnane on 


Hipaniola 8. S. E. eaſterly: when the White Cliff on Guanaba and is 
N. E. by N. then you are in 5 fathoms water, and the dry part of the 
reef bears 8. by E. 1 4 mile. The beſt working, according to Captain 
Biſhop, is between the reef and the main, becauſe the main is bold, and 
continues ſo all the way up to Lecgane Road: but in ſtanding over to 
Guanaba and, you will meet with overſalls of 13, 11, 9, and 7 fathoms 
water. Keeping along the ſouth coaſt, 2 miles off the ſhore, there is no 
danger; you may ſee the ground under the ſhip for a long way, but the 
water 1s ſuthciently deep. 

To anchor in LzoGanz Roav, you muſt give the Fort Point a 
good birth of about a mile; you will ſee the white water, it being very 
rocky about this point. For coming to anchor, bring the For Point 
E. N. E. or N. E. by N. diſtance 2 miles, and you will have muddy 
ground in 18 fathoms water, with the Fort N. E. 1 N. diſtance 1 mile. 
Then the Eaſt End of Guanaba will bear N. E. by N.; the Weſt End 
on N. W. northerly, and Little Cuanaba N. W. 2 N. diſtance 4 
eagues . 

Above 4 miles to the northward of the point of Leogane, you come to 
the overfalls already mentioned, in 20 fathoms water, and ſo to 13, 10, 
7, and 11. | 


SECT. II. From Leogane to Cape Nicholas. 


ABOUT 5 leagues to the northward of Leogane, Fort Point, lie 
the TxIAnNGLE, or ARCADINSG ISLANDS; thele and the ſouth-eaſt 
point of Guanaba b eur trom each other E. N. E. near 5 leagues : near 
them there is very good anchoring in 8, 12, 13 fathoms water, coarſe 
ſand and ſhells. : 

From the 7riangle to Sr. Mark's PoixT, the courſe is N. W. by 
W. diſtance 5 leagues. This Point and the caſt end of Gaanal a, when in 
one, bear 8. by E. and N. by W.. diſtance about 6 leagues, 


From 


4 


4 
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From Sv. Mark's Point to the DeviPs Bluff, (the deſcription of which 


is in the following ſection) the bearing is N. N. E. diſtance 2 leagues , 


- which make the opening of &. Mart Bay. It is 3 leagues deep, with 


good gradual ſoundings all the way, 10 and 11 fathoms, and fo up in 
the Bay, where is St. Mar#'s Town, and a good road for ſhipping, well 
defended by forts and batteries. 

From S. Mark's Point to the PLATFORM of Cape Nicholas,* the 
courſe is N. W. diſtance near 11 leagues. At the Platform you may 

t water after rains, but there is none to be had in dry times. 

From the Platform to Cars NicaeLAs, the courſe i» N. W. by 


N. 5 leagues. 


SECT. Ill. From the Platform to the Gonahives, 
and Artibonite, by Captain Helter. 


ABOUT 9g leagũes eaſtward of the Platform is a fine Bay and Har- 
bour, called the GoxAIvES. All along this coaſt you are ſure, about 
10 o'clock in the forenoon, to have the ſea breeze, which laſts till 
night, and then you have the wind off ſhore; therefore you muſt ſtay till 


that time, before which there is little or ho wind at all, If you in- 
tend to go into the Gonahives, you muſt keep a good diſtance off the point, 


which is flat for a great way. When you are about the point, open 
with the Bay, you will deſcry a ſmall ifland, which you mult leave on 
you larboard gde, and run in with your lead in 10 or 12 fathoms water. 

5 may alſo run along cloſe by the iſland, if you chooſe, in 4 or 5 fa- 
thoms. 

About 2 leagues to the ſouthward of the Gonahives is Artibon ite Point, 
and 2 leagues further ſouth Artibonite River. In failing from the 
Gonahives to the latter place, it is good to keep your lead; for as you 
come near the River, you will find the water ſhoaling to about 4 fa- 
thoms, and after that deepening again to 7 or 8 fathoms. 

From the Platform to AR TiIBONITE River, the courſe is E. 8. E. 
diſtance about 11 leagues. This place is very remarkable, the land being 


* The following remarks on the Pla;form, were made by an Engliſh Captain, 
September the 2oth, 1762. 

To anchor under the Platform, bring its Southernmoſt Point to bear E. by &. 
the Weſternmoſt Point in ſight W. N. W. 3 miles; the Watering Place N. N. E. 
% 3-quarters of a mile; there come to in 9 fathoms water: if you lie in deeper 
© water you will have foul ground; for the nearerin ſhore, the clearer the ground. 
© This bank is very ſteep for two cables length; without 9 fathoms you will have 
* no ſoundings. This bay is very convenient for cruifing ſhips to heel and boot- 


top, and to water, The Watering Place is in a ſmall gulley, and the water you 


** get out of the caſks, which are ſk in the ground in the gulley.“ 
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high and uneven, and a bold clear ſhore all along to the northward from 
the Platform to the Gonahives, When you have run 8 or 9 leagues 
E. S. E. I E. you will then ſee the land a-head, or eaſtward, very low 
by the water fide, and prodigious mountains over it: this low land 
reaches from the Gonahives to the ſouthward of Artibonite River, about 
a mile; and its ſouth end ſomewhat higher than the reſt, appears like 
a table land, overgrown with weeds and green trees; this is the Devil's 
Bluff; round its ſouth end is the Bay of St. Mark, the other point of 
which pow canſee to the 8. W. of the Devil's Bluff. To anchor off the 
River, bring the ſouth end of the low land to bear ſouth, 3 miles diſtance, 
and as you run in you will ſee five or fix ſmall houſes by the water fide; 
bring them to bear E. S. E. 2 miles; then the river will bear 8. E. 
On the ſtarboard fide, or ſouth fide of the entrance of the River, there 
is likewiſe a fmall houſe which you may ſee. Be ſure to keep theſe 
bearings, and you will be upon a fine level bank, where you may anchor 
in what water you pleaſe, Foo 20 to 6 fathoms. But if you go with- 
in 2 miles of the ſhore, you will drop off that bank from 6 fathoms to 
20 the next caſt; then 50 or 60, and then 90 or 100 fathoms, within 
leſs than half a mile of the ſhore, and from that to 5 at once, When 
_ are at anchor at Artibonite, you may ſee the Platform, bearing 

N. W. about 10 leagues. 

Artibonite River is not a place of great note, becauſe it ebbs almoſt 
dry at low water; neither is there any town in this place, but only ſome 
8 or 6 miles up the river; there you can have good water, 

ut no wood. The ſea wind comes on at noon at N. W. till 10 at night, 
and the land wind at E. by S. till 8 in the morning. 


— — — _— 


Lg 


From Cape Donna Maria 0 Cape Nicholas; with a 
Deſcription of the Mole; tranſlated from the French. 


SECT. I. 


F ROM Cape Donna Maria to Cart NicroLas, the courſe is N. E. 
and N. E. by E. about 32 leagues. Cape Nicholas, according to 
the aſtronomical obſervations made by the French, lies in lat. 19 deg. 
co min. W. and 5 leagues S. E. by 8. from the Cape, lies the Plat- 
Form, already mentioned; which is a round white land, pretty near the 
water fide, and very much like a battery, from whence it has received 
its name ; near it is the anchorage deſcribed in the preceding Page: 2 
| rom 
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From the Platform, in cleat weather, you can deſery the Ne of Gua- 


naba, its weſt end bearing 8. + E. 11 leagues diſtance. 

From Cape Roſa to Cape Nicholas, the courſe is N. E. by N. about 
26 leagues: you have at moſt times a windward current the laſt quar- 
ter of the moon. | "pb 

CarE Nichols MoLE is a great bay, 4 or 5 miles deep, in which 
is very good anchorage, where all ſorts of veſſels are ſheltered from 
wind. It is near 2 miles wide at its entrance, which is juſt to the 
northward of the Cape. There 1s a fine river to water at, and places 
where a ſhip may be careened with her fide to the ſhore. The lands 
hereby are gk here are Wild Cattle, Hogs, Pigeons, and Fiſh. 
You may within muſquet ſhot of each ſhore, but when it blows 
hard it is difficult to get into the anchorage, for if you are not quick 
in letting g your anchor, you will fall frequently from 6 to 30 and 35 
fathoms. e upper part is called the Little Mole, which is not more 
than mile wide; at the ſouthernmoſt point of which is the river above 
mentioned: you muſt go 4 mile up this river before you fill your wa- 
ter. The town is built cloſe to the weſt fide of the river, and you may 
anchor in 7 fathoms cloſe to it ; but there are two little ſand banks 
which you muſt keep clear of. Ships anchor at the mouth of the ri- 
ver, in 15 fathoms water: when at anchor there you cannot ſee the 
bottom of the Mole, which runs N. N. E. 1 f mile. You may often 
ſee black and white ſpots, which may make you ſuſpect foul $ 
but it is almoſt all good, eſpecially on the north fide, the other being in 
ſome places very hard, though what looks bluiſh is only graſs, 


SECT. II. Hiſtructiont for the Mole, from Captain 


Heſter's Jour nals. 


« IF you come from the Northward, you haul cloſe round the ſouth end of 


the Table Land, within a cable's length, as far as you can hold the ſhore 
% on board: you will have ſoundings all along the north fide, within a 
&« cable's length and a half (but none if you are further off), till you 
on get up as high as the Bluff Point, which is on the ſame ſide, and a- 
ve the Sandy Point on the ſouth fide. There is a large bay from 

* the entrance of the Mole quite up to this Sandy Point. I would 
not have you ſtand too far in the bay, but you muſt take room to 
«© wear, in caſe the ſhip does not ſtay. You will have no ſoundings on 
that fide till you come cloſe in, and then it is all rocks and foul 
„ground. The Sandy Point is ſteep to within a ſhip's length of the 
6 h; likewiſe above the Point there is 60, 70, 80 fathoms cloſe 
* to the beach. There is another ſandy beach on the ſouth fide, two 
miles above the Sandy Point; they call it Conk Bank, and it is like- 
<< wiſe ſteep too. You have very good anchoring a little above the Bluff 
„Point on the north fide, and that is a little below the Cont Bank 
« which lies on the ſouth fide; but the nigher the north ſhore, the 
_ „ ſhalllower 
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& will find it. | | 


et 


60 


ſhallower the water, and the farther to the ſouthward the deeper you 


If you anchor here, there is a fine ſandy bay abreaſt of you, on the 
ſouth fide, where grows plenty of wood of different ſorts, viz. Lignum 


un Mitæ, Mahogany, Cedar, and Santa Maria, with whichthe French and 


Spaniards make maſts in the Weſt Indies, and ſome others; but no 


ot water or limes. About 4 mile below the Lower Sandy Point, there 


4 
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is a ſmall valley, leading into the ſea, that runs into the country; and 
about a mile and a half up that —_ there is good freſh water, with 
ſome orange trees; but there is no ſuch thing as to roll caſks up to 
be filled, but only kegs and bareekas. There is plenty of good Conks 
on the Cont Baut, and plenty of fiſh ro be caught with hook and 
line, as well as with a ſeine, from the pitch of the point of the 
Conk Bank wpwatds ; but below the point it is foul, although it looks 
a fair ſandy beach. 

* Note, That from the entrance of the Mole, it lays in E. N. E. 
till you get up as high as the Lower Sandy Beach, diſtance 4 or 5; 
miles; and from thence up to the Count Bank, which is the ſecond 
ſandy beach on the ſouth fide, N. E. diſtance 2 miles. From the 
Cor Bank to the head of the Mole N. N. E. 2 miles: at the entrance 
of the Mole it is 4 miles over; at the Lower Sandy Point it is — 
mile; at the Conk Bank + of a mile, and it continues fo to the h 


of the Mole. 


If you ſhould go into the Mole, and your maſt or boltſprit ſhould 


6c 
«c 


be diſabled, ſo that you could not work up, you may anchor any 
where till morning, and then tow up the Mole. 

„The ſea breeze is N. E. by N. it comes on at 8 in the morning, 
and blows very ſtrong till 10 or 11 at night. The land breeze comes 
moderately at S. E. it continues till 6 in the morning, then dies 
away, and it is calm till 8.— If you are bound to the Northward, you 
generally weigh at 8 or 10 at night, when the ſea breeze begins te 


flacken, juſt enough to run you out.“ 
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A TABLE of the Courſes, Diſtances, and Latitudes between 
Jamaica, Cuba, and Hiſpaniola. 


Names of Places. ' Courſes [| DiltY Laticudes 
From Port Morant leag. deg. min. 
to Morant Keys - = + S.E ZE. 12 from 17 27 
From 12 Keys S to 17 31 
to the Over a 929 94 E. N. E. 1 . 
F rom Morant Point,or Eaſt end SL 
Jamaica | N 
to the Formigas s N. and N. N. E.]I 9 
to St. Jago in Cuba N. 6 4. E. 41 — 19 50 
to Cumberland Harbour N. E. 4 E. 44 | 19 53 
to Occoa, or Sphinx's Bay - N. E. 54 | 
to Navaza - - < = E. N, E,? E. | 21 18 29 
From St. Jago 3 
to Cumberland Harbour - E. 13 
From Cumberland Harbour i 
to Puerto Eſcondido < + E, | 6 
to Cape Bueno E. by N. N. 17 20 
From Capo Bueno 
to Cape Mayne N. E. 15 20 18 
From Navaza | 
to Cape Tiburon - - [ E. ſoutherl 11 18 20 
to Cape Donna Maria - N. E. by E. | 12 19 41 
From Cape Tiburon 
to Cape Donna Maria = N. by E. 7 19 43 
From Cape Donna Maria | 
to Cape Roſa - +» E. N. E. 2 E. 7 
to 75 N-cholas, the * . 
4 a N. E. 32 19 30 
From Cape ofa | 1 
to the % Fus NorthCaymit | . 
to Ca Nicholas 8 N. E. by N. | 175 | 
From the North Caymite 
tothe W.Endot Guanaba - | N. E. by E. 13 
From the S. E. Point of Guineb 
to the Triangles 83 E. N. E. 5 
to &.. Mart's Point | N. by W. 6 
From the Triangles | 
to St. Mark's Point N. W. by W. 5 | Ig 14 
From St. Mark's Point 
to the Devil's Bluff e'i/s N. N. E. 2 
to the Platform * N. W. | 11 19 36 
From the Platform 
to Cape Nicholas N. W. by N. 5 1 
to the Gonahives + =» # E. 9 
ra Artibonxite Rever — » E. 8. E. 11 | 
| C 2 6 Directiaas 
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Directions for ſailing from Cape Nicholas through the 
Paſſage by Crooked Ifland, or the Windward 
Paſlage *. PAY 


F 


SECT. I From Cape Nicholas 70 Cape Mayze 
| ( Mayzi ), Heneaga, &c. 


| FROM Cape Nicholas, the Wif End of Hipaniola, to the pitch of 


Cape Mayze,the Eaft End of Cuba, the courſe is W. by N. 4 N. 
diftance 16 leagues. Care MAvzz is a low ſandy point, with a 
reef running from it about 2 or 3 miles; it lies in 20 deg. 17 min. lat. 
about 5 leagues to the weſtward is a lagoon, where ſmall veſſels may go 
in, and farther on, about 2 leagues 4, is Barracoa, a very good harbour, 
but narrow at its entrance ; however, you may know where it lies, 
by a fmall round hill, called the Anvil Hill, fram its form, a little 
to the weſtward of the harbour. The weſt fide is ſandy and flat 
therefore you are to go in by the eaſt ſide. When you want to ſail for 
Barracoa, you may bring Point Mata to bear E. by 8. and in clear 
weather you will ſee the Anvil Hill; when this hill bears W. S. W 
then Barracoa Harbour is between you and it, and the outermoſt land 
to the weſtward, which is Point Guarico, will bear N. W. by W. 
diſtance 5 or 6 leagues. | | 

From Cape Mayze to the South-W:ft Point of Heneaga, the courſe is 
N. E. by N. diſtance 17 leagues. 

From Cape Nicholas to the ſame point, the courſe is N. 4 W. or 
N. by W. 24 leagues, but as the winds generally are to the eaſtward, 
it is right to make your courſe north. 


SECT. II. Deſcription of Great Heneaga, from 
bo the French. | 


THIS iſland is eaſily to be known, although it is not very high, 
it may be ſeen 5 or 6 leagues off; the ſouth fide is the higheſt, 
and has ſmall hillocks, which make it appear at firſt like ſo many little 
iflands detached one from another, higher to the weſtward, and lower- 


* The French call this Paſſage, The Leeward, or Englih Paſſage. 


ing 
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ing towards the eaſt. It is about 14 leagues long, E. N. E. and 
S. W. Its breadth is unequal, being about 4 or 5 leagues broad 
in the weſt and near 8 leagues in the eaſt part, which lies N. N. 
E. and S. S. W. 

The South-weft Point of Heneaga lies in 21 deg. 3 min. lat. as it 
has been repeatedly obſerved on ſhore by able aſtronomers ; it has 
ſome rocks, and a reef which runs about a mile off. Five or fix miles 
N. W. from this is the Jeff Point, from whence ſhips commonly take 
their departure to $0 through the Paſſage; between the two points 
is a bay, in the middle of which you may anchor very cloſe in, 

From the Ve Point N. by E. 8 or 9 miles, is the Nortl- Mat 
Point. Between theſe is a bay more than 2 miles deep, wherein is 
—— anchorage, and ſhelter from the north wind, which ſometimes 

lows ſtrong hereabouts. From this point the land runs N. E. and 
all the north fide is clear; you may anchor every where, near the 
land, upon a fandy bottom. When you get round the N. W. point, 
you will ſee a little iſland E. N. E. and a ledge of reefs for more 
than a league along the ſhore, and upwards of a mile from ir, This 
place is known by a little hillock, called The Mornet ; it is the onl 
one on the north fide (which is lower than the ſouth), covered wi 
buſhes, among which here and there a tree may be ſeen. 

At the eaſtern end of the north fide, there is a bay 3 leagues wide, 
and nearly one deep, where you may anchor, but will be ſheltered 
from ſoutherly winds only. This bay is ſcarcely known. There 
are reefs all along the eaſtern fide of the iſland. & a mile from 
the South-Eaff Point is a little iſland, and round it you will ſee the. 
bottom look white, upon which you may anchor, about a muſquet 
ſhot from the iſland; this white bottom continues along the ſouth 
part, with here and there ſome reefs, which you will ſee break f. 


In ſome accounts, the obſervation is ſaid to have been made on the Weſtern 
moſt Point, which ſhould bring Heneaga 2 leagues nearer Cape Nicholas, making the 
utmoſt diſtance between the Cape and the Sauth-}7:ft Point of the iſland 22 leagues, 
which agree better with the journals in general. 

4 Hexzaca,” ſays Mr. Biſhop, “ ſtretches about W. S. W. and E. N. K 
« being in length 13 or 14 leagues. It is environed with a reef, and about 
„% mid-way there is a remarkable Mic Rock, juſt within the reef. The higheſt 
« part of the Key is about five or ſix miles to the eaſtward of the point, being the 
« firſt land you ſee when you come from the ſouthward ; but the 8. W. is low 
i and ſandy, lying in lat. 20 deg. 57 min. N. If you would water at the 
&« Pond, it lies about four or five miles to the northward of the 8. W. point, when 
«« you will bring the Weſternmoſt Point to bear N. W. by N. diſtance two or three 
« miles, where you may anchor in 10 fathoms water, taking care to look out 
« for a good place to let go your anchor; for the water being clear you may 
i ſee the bottom. The watering place is over the bank, and in rainy times 
« you may have water out of the Pond,but none in dry weather. The Weſtern- 
« moſt Point is about the middle of the W. end of the iſland; and from it 
« the N. W. point bears N. one half E. fix or eight miles between them is a ſhal- 
4-4; - reeſs in it. The S. W. and N. W. points are low and 
“ ſandy,” | 7 


SECT. 
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SECT. III. Of the Anchorage round Great Heneaga, 
by the French Royal Pilots. 5 


O che welt fide are two Bays with anchorage, the firſt, called 
Shallo:v Bay, is formed by the South-W:ff and Weft Points, as before 
mentioned ; the other, which is the largeit and beſt, is called The 
Great Bay of Heneaga ; and is ſheltered from the north by the North 
et Point, and from the ſouth by the Weff Point. This Bay is 3 
leagues wide, and one deep, and all along the ſhore there is a border 
of ſand, 4 cables length wide, on which you will have 5 fathoms 
at piſtol ſhot from the ſhore, to 155 fathoms ; and at half a cable's 
length from that, 45 fathoins water. If you ſhould be there in the 
ſeaſon of the Norths, you may anchor under the Vortb-- N g Point, 
ſo as to be ſheltered from the W. N. W. and if there when the 
ſoutherly winds prevail, you may anchor under the South Point of 
this Bay, fo as to be ſheltered from the W. 8. W. There are not 
more than 4 or 5 points of the welterly winds which could hurt you, 
but they are not to be feared, as they ſeldom blow, and never violently. 
It is enſy landing all round the Bay. x | 
A little half mile up is a Savanna two ** long, alſo a Salt 
Pond which produces good falt; and 3 or 4 Wells with ſoft ſtony 
bottoms, from which, in the rainy ſeuſon, you may get freſh water — 
—Flenty of Doves and Wood Pigeon, reſort there. There is a _ 
Ettity of good fiſh, which you may take either with a line or a ſeine, 
—as Dorades, Pikes, argues, &g. and ſeveral forts of Shell-fiſh, You 
mult take care of the Crabsf becauſe they have a poiſonous qualit 
Atom the Manchinecl;s, Here are very large Lizards, which the Crabs 
attack and kill. Ne 
Although the ifland is covered with wood, all which is hitherto 
known, is fo very ſmall that it is unfit for ſhip-building. Almoſt 
all the trees grow in the rock. Here is found Braſfiletto M vod, made 
uſe of by the dyers, and Black-candle Woody which is faid to be a 
ſpecific in diſentery and bloody flux. The land appears to be good, 
and might very well produce Millet, Mayzr, Caſſava, &c. The graſs 
zs alfo very good in the ſavannas, as well as in the woods, where they 
might put Beewves, Goats, Wild Hogs, and Pintadas. 
The firii Bay, or Shallow Bay, is ſurrounded by a reef, which, how+ 
ever, ſhews itſelf, although there is 2 or 3 fathoms water on it: 
without this is a white ſand, for 3 good cables length; here the 
Englith uſually anchor“ in 7 or 8 fathoms ; farther out, 1 a line } 
rwween 


he following remarke, on this anchoraze, were made by an Eaglifh pilot, 


fine 16, 1761. 


ring tlie welt point ta bear N. N. W. one half W. and the ſouthi-weſt 


** port 


* 
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between the two points, which lie 8. 8. E. and N. N. W. from each 
other, is 15 fathoms water, rocky ground. This Bay is not ſo deep 
as the other, but the bank being leſs ſteep, you are not ſo liable to 
drive there; neither is the landing ſo eaſy, bo there are clear places 
in the reef. 

When you anchor in the middle of the Great Bay, at equal diſ- 
tance from each point, you are ſheltered from N. N. W. to 8. W. but 
in Shallow Bay your ſhelter is only from 8. S. E. to W. N. W. by W. 
becauſe it is leſs deep, with more ſwell than in the Grea- Hay, where there 


is none. However, it is not here that ſhips are loſt, but upon the reef 


from the Sourh-Weffl Point, which is often miſtaken for the Weſtern · 
moſt Point, lying between the two anchoring places, and which you 
may approach within muſquet ſhot, ' | | | 


General Directions for Crooked Iſland Paſſage, from 
the French, . 


- WHEN you take your departure from the Ve Point of Great 
Hencaga, leaving it 1 or 2 leagues diſtance, you make a N. N. 
W. courſe for Caftle Nand, called by the Engliſh South Key, (in 20 
deg. 10 min. lat.) which is diſtant above 22 leagues, With this 
courſe' you need not fear the Hogffics, which you will leave to the 
eaſtward 9 or 10 miles: they are almoſt half way between Caffe 
Nand and Great Heneaga. You muſt go to the weltward of C 
{ſland about 3 or 4 miles, leaving on the larboard Mira por vos Keys, 
which lie weſt from the former about 5 leagues, You continue the 
N. by W. courſe along Acklin's Key, Fortune aud, or Long Key, 
and Crooked Hand, till you come to the north point of the latter, 
when you will ſee, at a mile diſtance from it, a little iſland, “ 
from which breakers run off to the northward, about a mile; bur 
neither this iſland, or the breakers are in the way of thoſe m_ 
through this Paſſage, When you are paſt them, make a nor 
courſe for 10 or 12 leagues, then haul to the eaſtward, as much as 

can, to avvid Watland and, which lies N. 5 deg. W. about 19 
eagues from Crooked Nand: and this caution is the more neceſſiry 
as the currents generally ſet to the weſtward, 


point 8. S. E. about three miles each; then the watering place will bear N. E. 
« by E. diſtance one mile one half; and the depth of water will be 7 fathoms 
« ground. There is no water but in the rainy ſeaſon, then it is got very good, 
« as it lies among the mangrove buſhes.” 

* This iſland is called North Key, or Bird Roch. 


General 
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General Inſtructions for the Paſſage by Crooked Iſland, 
| | by an Engliſh Officer. | 


FROM the South-NMeſt Point of Heneaga to the Hogfties, the courſe 
is N. N. W. diſtance 12 leagues, and from the „, Point about N. 
by W. diftance above 9 leagues. 102k 
The HocsrIEs, called by the French, The Stars, are three patches 

of dry low ſandy Keys, ſtretching N. and S. about 3 leagues, and 
encompaſſed with a reef all round the eaſt fide; among them there are 
many rocks and broken ground, and when * blows hard, the ſea 
breaks over them all. The ſouthernmoſt is the ſmalleſt, and bears 
from the middle Key, which is the largeſt, S. S. E. you are to give 
the ſmalleſt a good birth, it being ſhoal all round, but you may fail 
cloſe to the 8 and anchor in 4 or 6 fathoms, the body of that 
Key bearing E. S. E.: about a mile to the weſtward of the Hogſties, 
you will have 18 and 20 fathoms. When you leave Heneaga, in the 
cloſe of the evening, which all maſters of veſſels ought to do, you 
muſt keep your deep ſea lead agoing ; and having run 7 or 8 leagues, 
if the current ſhould deceive you, and drive you near the Hogſties, 
„ou will ſtrike ground with 60, 70, or 80 fathoms, ſtony bottom. 

en you muſt edge more to the weſtward, and keep the right courſe 
towards Acklin's Key. 3 

From Heneaga to South Key, at the ſouth end of Acllin' Key, the 
courſe is N. N. W. as we have already ſaid, or N. N. W. 4 W. 
diſtance 22 leagues. x 

From the Hog fties to South Key, the courſe is N. 27 deg. W. about 
14 leagues. > 

From Heneaga to the Mira por vos Keys, the courſe is N. W. by 
N. diſtance 24 leagues. 

The Mi1rxa * ror vos, are three Keys to the weſtward of Acklin's 
Key. The ſouth Key is the largeſt, and has a white cliff, with a ſandy 
bay. To the N. E. of this Key 1s a rock, which makes like a barn, 
and may be fcen all round the Keys, at 4 leagues diſtance. The 
fouth and north Keys bear from each other S. S. E. and N. N. W. 
diſtance about 2 leagues ; you may anchor to the weſtward of both 
Keys, and near the north one in a clean ſandy ground. The eaſt 
Key, which 1s very rocky, is not always above water ; it lies from 
the South Key of Acklin's E. N. above 5 leagues. If you come near 
the Mira por vos, you will ſtrike ground 4 or 5 miles off, When 
they bear between N. by W. and N. W. from 24 fathoms water, to 
18, 16, 13, 11, 10, 9, to 75 and 7 fathoms; then you will have hard 
fandy ground. But if you happen to be to the N. E. of them 
about two miles off, you will ſtrike ground with about 18 or 20 


: * Or, Tate care of yourſelves 1 
z 
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fathoms, hard ſandy nd, and will ſhoal gradually to 5 fathoms 
water, being then 4— the Keys. ovens the ſame ſound- 
ings when you are to the weſtward of the Welt Keys, and at the 
ſame diſtance ; but when you have them S. E. from you, they are 
almoſt ſteep to. 

In making AcxLin's Ker, the firſt land you commonly fee, is 
that upon the Main Key, the ſouthernmoſt part making like a Key 
by itſelf, though it is joined to the Main by a low ſandy bank and 
reef *, The reef runs about the Point to the eaſtward, but the weſt 
fide is to, being a bold ſhore all the way to the northward, as 
far as the Point, on which ſtand ſome trees, whereas all the other 

have none. From this Point the bank runs N. W. and N. W. 

y W. till it meets two ſmall Keys lying to the eaſtward of the 
fouth end of Long Key, but all upon the ſame bank. You muſt, 
however, be careful to give the low bony Point of South Key a good: 
birth, the ſhoal running 14 mile off. You may go over tingor 


10 fathoms water for 6 or eight caſts of the lead, being about 2 miles 


diſtance from the Key ; then no ground. 

From that Point to the South- Me End of Long Ker, which is 
alſo named Salt Key, the courſe is N. 4 W. diſtance 7 or 8 leagues. 
But in the night ſteer N. by W. for fear of the current, which gene- 
rally ſets to the eaſtward, and will drive you towards the reef: this 

ſtretches in a circular line froca the South Key to Long Key, and 
is very dangerous, being ſteep to; ſome parts are above water, and 
there is no paſſage through, except for boats. 
46 Long Key,” ſays Me. Biſhop, is bold to, ſo that you may go 
„ within piſtol ſhot, all the way on the weſt fide ; but as you come 
„ to the North End, you will ſee two Keys and openings, where the 
% bank falls out, and there are ſeveral heads of rocks, which you mult 
ebe careful of, in going to water at the Wells of Crooked {/land.” 

„The courſe from the South-Weſt Point of Long Key to the 
© Wells is N. N. E. or N. E. by W. diſtance 9 leagues; but 
to know exactly where the Wells are, you muſt come paſt the afore- 
6 ſaid openings, and then you will ſee a low Point ſtretchigg out to 
„ the ſouthward from Crooked Mand, on which Point are the Wells, 
« 5 in number. It will be proper to run in by the opening between 


This muſt be a miſtake of Mr. Biſhop ; Sab Key being entirely ſeparated 


from Acklin's Key, Ser the following articks, | 

+ Mr. Biſhop's deſcription appears to be very erroneous; and navigators 
Meuld follow the following inſtruftions of Captain uy „From the ſouth- 
«« weſt part of Long Key, to the ſouthernmoſt Point of Crooked aud, or ſouthern- 
« moſt watery Welle, the courſe is N. E. by N. but be very careful, for from the 
« ſouth-weſt end of Lag Key to the north-eaſt end, is a very dangerous bank of 
« ſand, which reaches a mile off the ſhore, or more; and on the outer edge 
% has many dangerous rocks; ſome places not above 2 feet water, and no 
% dependance on your lead; for you may ſtrike ground in 49 or 50 fathums, 
« and your ſhip's head very near the rocks. 


D « this 
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« this Point and the ſmall Key, which is to the ſouthward of it; 
& and there look out for a birth tor your anchor, the water being very 
% clear.“ 


When you deſign to anchor at the ſouthernmoſt Wells, it is beſt 


to ſtand off and on for the night, if you are late, under an eaſy fail 


and be careful not to go too near the Keys till day-light. To anchor, 
ſend a boat to place a buoy, where you may have a clear birth 
round your anchor; for at your firſt coming on the banks of the 
Watering Place, it is ſteep to, and full of rocks: your anchor may be 
placed in 71 fathoms water, and your ſtern, after veering a third of 
a cable, in 24 fathoms. There is a very long ſandy bank within 
the Black Water, where you have 6, 55, and 5 fathoms water; but 
you muſt be as careful in chooſing your birth in this bank, for there 
are ſome neſts of rocks, which have not above 10 or 12 feet water, 
and ſome 7, and 44 feet; and yet 4 or 5 fathoms cloſe to them. 
Your caution is, to birth ſo as to ſwing clear. 7 
When you are at anchor, the weſternmoſt land of Crooked Iſland 
will bear W. N. W.; all the north ſhore muſt be avoided, as it is 
very rocky, There is a ſmall Key at ſome diſtance on the bank, 
within the Point where the Vells are, which will open off the Point, 
and bear E. by N. at your anchorage. 

From the ſouth el of Long Key to the Bird Rock, the courſe is 
N. 4 E. about 10 leagues. heap Rock, or Noxru KEV is a 
low ſandy iſland, in 23 deg. 3 min. lat. within a mile of the 
Weſt End of Crooked land. It has a reef which runs from the north 
part of it, about 2 or 3 miles to the northward, and ſo to the eaſtward, 
round Crooked [land and Acklin's Key. 

When you get abreaſt of this Key, you may with ſafety haul u 
N. E. if the wind permits, to go clear of Mailands, or Watling's 
Land, which hes N. 5 deg. E. about 19 leagues from Crooked Mand. 
It is very dangerous coming near Watland's, in little wind, or calms, 
the current ſetting wholly on it; and as it is very rocky and ſteep to, 
there ſhould be no poſſibility of ſaving the ſhip. Captain Heſter ob- 
ſerves in his journals, that it has been remarked of late years, by 
thoſe who have pailed both ways through the Crooted Hand Paſſage, 
that in going to the northward, you can ſeldom clear Hatland' Land, 
after you are paſt Crodked Hand, without beating to windward. And 
going to the ſouthward after you arc paſt the Ira por vos, and the 
Hogſties, it is diſficult weathering, cr rounding Cape Mavze. 

An important caution to thoſe who go through Crooked Jdand 
Paſſage, is to ſail from Heneaga about 5 in the evening, and ſteer 
N. . by N. for 14 or 15 leagues, heaving the deep ſea lead ever 
hour; to go with an eaſy ful, if it blows freſh, and then haul up N. 
by W. to inake AcÞlin's Ag. 


Remarks 
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Remarks on Caſtle Iſland, South Key, Acklin's Key, 
Fortune Ifland, (Long Key,) and Crooked Iſland, 
with their Anchorages, by the Chevalier de la Car- 
donie; tranſlated from the French. 


CASTLE ISLAND is 4 or 5 miles from eaſt to weſt, and more 
than a mile broad. The weſt Point is pretty bold, and the eaſt fide 
is remarkable for a riſing out, reſembling ſomething like a Caſtle. 
It is diſtant from Ack/in's a little more than a league; between 
them, though rather nearer the latter, is a white rock by itſelf, with 
ſeveral Keys to the ſouthward of it, and breakers which appear to 
ſhut up the paſſage between the two iſlands, This rock is called The 
Jarellon, or Forillon of Achlin. 

ACKLIN's ISLAND, or KE x, is but little known, except in the 
weſt part, the two Points of which are diſtant 4 or 5 miles: between 
theſe you may anchor, very near the ſhore, in clear ground, 7 or 
8 fathoms water, the bottom fine fand with broken ſhells; and you 
are ſheltered from the prevailing winds, as far as from N. to S. coming 
by the E. The Chevalier de la Cardonie, who was ſent in 1755 to 
ſurvey this part, gives the following account of it. 

„ I determined to anchor under Caſle Hand, or ſome of thoſe 
„ thereabouts, that I might not be caught near ſome ſhore in the 
« Paſſage when night came on; and I faw an appearance of an- 
„ chorage nearer than Crooked Nand, which may be of conſequence 
& to ſhips going through this Paſſage. I came firſt to Caftle Land 
at ſome diſtance, the ſhore looked clear, and I thought I perceived 
„an anchorage; but when within four cables length, the ſun was 
„ ſo much in my eyes that I could not diſtinguiſh it; ſo we tacked 
© and anchored to the 8. W. of the largeſt of the little iſlands, 
e between Caſtle and Acklin's NMand, which is called The Forillon. 
« This anchorage is ſheltered from the ſwell in general, but from 
« few winds, and the hold is not good; for a puff coming off the 
„ land, we dragged our anchor, which we hove up, and then came 
« to the N. W. Point of Acklin's Han, where we met with the 
« ſame accident; at laſt we anchored abreaſt of this iſland in 8 
« fathoms water, white ſand and ſmall broken ſhells. The ground 
« here is very good, for the breeze blew very freſh alt night, and 
« our anchor held very faſt, The anchorage 1s off the higheſt 
« part of the iſland, which ſhelters you well from the caſterly winds, 
« as it does alſo from the N. N. W.; Calle Hand ſheltering you 
* from the 8. W. by S. you may anchor almoſt any where along 
« the iſland, which makes it eaſy to catch. Some cables length to 
the ſouthward of the place where we were, are ſome ſcattered 


« rocks, but even with the ſand, and ſcarce dangerous for cables. 
D 4 The 
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© The weſterly winds ſeldom blow hard hereabouts ; beſides, I 


„ am not ſure whether they would not be more dangerous in this 
« Paſage, when you might be under ſail among the iſlands, than 
«+ when you are at anchor,” 


Inſtructions for Going through, with the Remarks made 
bya FRENCH FRIGATE ſent to explore the Paſſage 
in 1753 ; tranſlated from the French. 


THE eaſterly winds almoſt conſtantly prevail, and calms happen 
very ſeldom, in the Paſſage, ſo that a veſſel taking her departure 
from Cape Nicholas at night, might make Hencaga very ſoon in the 
morning, and get to an anchor under Acklin's Lland before dark; 
from whence weighing by day-light, ſhe might be clear through 
the Paſſage before the next night came on again. Of Acklin's [land 
very little is known, except on the welt fide, from whence it appears 
rather higher than Heneaga, with ſome little hillocks here and there, 
All the knowledge we have of this ifland, is, that it extends about 
6 leagues, N. E. by E. and S. W. by W. and is about 2 leagues 
wide. That at the north Point of it is a little ifland, a mile and a 
half long and three quarters of a mile broad, ſeparated. from Acklin's 
Hand by a channel of half a mile wide. It is ſaid that from the 
north part of this little iſland there 1s a reef, which runs off a mile, 
and continues along the eaſt fide of Acklin's Hand to Caſtie land, 
This remark, howeyer, docs not agree with the journal of the Pilot 
on board the French Frigate, ſent in 1753 from Hiſpaniola to explore 
theſe Paſſages. 

„Having taken our departure from Hencaga, made Acklin's [land 
at 3 P. M. —having ſtood in towards the middle of the north part, 
© we came within a mile and a half without finding ſoundings ; then 
© rounded and doubled, at the ſame diſtance, the Point of Caſtle 
« Tfland (the little white ſandy · bottom, or white water, running 
about 2 of a mile off) at + paſt LY made two tacks to get into 
and reconnoitre the Bay, and by ſtanding off and on, to paſs the 
ac night, | 

66 7 he next day finding ourſelves much about the ſame place we 
« were in the night before, we rounded the Bay formed by Caſle 
% and Fortune Iſlands, at a mile and a half from the white water, 
& without having any ſoundings, the bark which was with us, keeps 
<& ing upon the edge of it, and oftener upon the white water; having 
* one minute rocky, and the next ſandy ground, and from 5 to 8 
e fathoms, which ſhe made known by fignals. At 6 P. M. we 
« were about a mile and a half to the northward of the S. W. Point 
of Fortune Iaud, waiting for the bark, which had in vain ſought 
an apchorage, and had founded within half a mile of the land, 

| | „ having 
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% having always rocky ground. At 8, having got round this Point, 
„% without having fight of the Bay, which it makes with Crooked 
„Hand, we did not dare to keep under way in the night, and fo 
© brought to under our topſails, ſounding every hour; the bark 
„ was — the ſame, kept between us and the land, but 
„ neither of us got ground. About midnight we had ſome ſqualls, 
„ but always ſmooth water. At day- break, Little Crooked {and 
„% was 8. W. from us about 4 leagues; the reſt of the day we en- 
% deavoured to work into the Bay to get to the anchorage marked 
in the chart, given us from the marine office, to be on the N. E. 


„% Point, when at 6 P. M. we anchored about 14 mile from the 


„ ſhore in 9 fathoms water, rocky ground; and a cable's length 
„ within us we found 7 fathoms, clean ſand.” 

From the N. W. Point of Ac#lin's, called Salinas, or Salt Point, 
to the 8. W. Point of Fortune Land, is N. N. W. 5 leagues *; 
the ſpace between appears to be à great Bay 4, the bottom of which 
you cannot ſee, * it is not known. In approaching Fortune Hand, 
pou will ſee a number of little Keys and reefs as marked in the 
chart. 

Fortune Mand is much leſs than Crooked Mad, not being 3 
leagues long; the land is even, and covered with buſhes, as are al- 
molt all the other iſlands hereabouts, It is ſeparated from the former 
by a channel one league wide, with two little iflands, behind which 


you will perceive a great extent of ſea, with three other little 


iſlands f. 
- When you come near Fortune [land, you will fee broken rocks, 
which look like huts built by ſhipwrecked people, which is too often 
the caſe hereabouts. In 1755, the French bark, the Eagle, belong+ 
ing to the King, being deceived by theſe huts, went to an anchor about 
10 or 12 cables length from the ſouth point, and ſent the boat on 
ſhore. She found it bad anchoring, and very near the reefs, which 
made her weigh immediately, and ſtand off and on to wait for her boat. 
But in the Bay, towards the north part of the Iſland, is tolerable anchor - 
ing pretty near the land, from 20 to 10 fathoms water. | 

From the N. E. point of Fortune land, to the northernmoſt — of 
Crooked Maud, the diſtance is 64 leagues. Between them is a Bay, in 
the form of a'ſemicircle, in which is good anchorage under either of 
the Iflands, and ſhelter from N. E. and S. winds. | 

Crooked INland has at leaſt 7 leagues in length, from the ſouth to the 
north point, and 2 in breadth. About 3 leagues from the north point 
and 11 from the ſouth, not far inland, is a pond of freſh water. All 


4 diſtance is 7 leagues according to the repeated obſervations of the 

I 

1 The Engliſh call this Long Ky Bay. : 
There are ſome miſtakes in this article. Fortune Ifland is above 6 leagues in 

length, being as long as Crm»ted Iland, though not half ſo broad z and from ita 

long narrow 7 it has been called Long X by the Engliſh, The channel 


along 


between Fortung and Crooked 14and is above 2 leagues wide. 
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„The weſterly winds ſeldom blow hard hereabouts ; beſides, I 
„ am not ſure whether they would not be more dangerous in this 
« Paſage, when you might be under ſail among the iſlands, than 
«© when you are at anchor,” 


Inflrudtions for Going through, with the Remarks made 
by a FRENCH FRIGAT E ſent to explore the Paſſage 
in 1753 ; tranſlated from the French. 


THE eaſterly winds almoſt conſtantly prevail, and calms happen 
very ſeldom, in the Paſſage, ſo that a veſſel taking her departure 
from Cape Nicholas at night, might make Hencaga very ſoon in the 
morning, and get to an anchor under Ackilin's Land before dark; 
from whence weighing by day-light, ſhe might be clear through 
the Paſſage before the next night came on again. Of Acklin's [land 
very little is known, except on the weſt fide, from whence it appears 
rather higher than Heneaga, with ſome little hillocks here and there, 
All the knowledge we have of this iſland, is, that it extends about 
6 leagues. N. E. by E. and S. W. by W. and is about 2 leagues 
wide. That at the north Point of it is a little ifland, a mile and a 
half long and three quarters of a mile broad, ſeparated. from Acklin's 
{lend by a channel of half a mile wide. It is ſaid that from the 
north part of this little iſland there 1s a reef, which runs off a mile, 
and continues along the eaſt fide of Acklin's Hand to Caftle and. 
This remark, howeyer, docs not agree with the journal of the Pilot 
on board the French Frigate, ſent in 1753 from Hiſpaniola to explore 
theſe Paſſages. 

Having taken our departure from Heneaga, made Acklin's [land 
* at 3 P. M.—having ſtood in towards the middle of the north part, 
© we came within a mile and a half without finding ſoundings ; then 
© rounded and doubled, at the ſame diſtance, the Point of Caſtle 
«* Ifland (the little white ſandy «bottom, or white water, running 
about 2 of a mile off) at + paſt 3s two tacks to get into 
© and reconnoitre the Bay, and by ſtanding off and on, to paſs the 
„% night. 

66 he next day finding ourſelves much about the fame place we 
« were in the night before, we rounded the Bay formed by Cafe 
% and Fortune Ja nde, at a mile and a half from the white water, 
& without having any ſoundings, the bark which was with us, keep+ 
% ing upon the edge of it, and oftener upon the white water; having 
% one minute rocky, and the next ſandy ground, and from 5 to 8 
„ fathoms, which ſhe made known by fignals. At 6 P. M. we 
„ were about a mile and a half to the northward of the S. W. Point 
of Fortune Iaud, waiting for the bark, which had in vain ſought 
an apchorage, and had founded within half a mile of the land, 

| ; . 66, having 
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„ having always rocky ground. At 8, having got round this Point, 
„% without having fight of the Bay, which it makes with Crooked 
„% Hand, we did not dare to keep under way in the night, and fo 
© brought to under our topſails, ſounding every hour; the bark 
« was doing the ſame, __ kept between us and the land, but 
„ neither of us got ground. About midnight we had ſome ſqualls, 
« but always — water. At day- break, Little Crooked Hand 
+ was 8. W. from us about 4 leagues; the reſt of the day we en- 
deavoured to work into the Bay to get to the anchorage marked 
in the chart, given us from the marine office, to be on the N. E. 
„Point, when at 6 P. M. we anchored about 1+ mile from the 
* ſhore in 9 fathoms water, rocky ground; and a cable's length 
within us we found 7 fathoms, T2 ſand.” 

From the N. W. Point of Acklin's, called Salinas, or Salt Point, 
to the 8. W. Point of Fortune Land, is N. N. W. 5 leagues *; 
the ſpace between appears to be à great Bay 4, the bottom of which 
you cannot ſee, * it is not known. In approaching Fortune [/land, 
| you will fee a number of little Keys and reefs as marked in the 
chart. | 
Fortune [ſiand is much leſs than Crooked Nad, not being 3 
leagues long ; the land is even, and covered with buſhes, as are al- 
molt all the other iflands hereabouts, It is ſeparated from the former 
by a channel one league wide, with two little iflands, behind which 
ou will perceive a great extent of ſea, with three other little 
illands . | 
When you come near Fortune Mand, you will ſee broken rocks, 
which look like huts built by ſhipwrecked people, which is too often 
the caſe hereabouts. In 1755, the French bark, the Eagle, belong+ 
ing to the King, being deceived by theſe huts, went to an anchor about 
10 or 12 cables length from the ſouth point, and ſent the boat on 
ſhore. She found it bad anchoring, and very near the reefs, which 
made her weigh immediately, and ſtand off and on to wait for her boat. 
But in the Bay, towards the north part of the Iſland, is tolerable anchor - 
ing pretty near the land, from 20 to 10 fathoms water. | 

From the N. E. point of Fortune land, to the northernmoſt — of 
Crooked Maud, the diſtance is 64 leagues. Between them is a Bay, in 
the form of a'ſemicircle, in which is good anchorage under either of 
the Iflands, and ſhelter from N. E. and S. winds. | 

Crooked Iland has at leaſt 7 leagues in length, from the ſouth to the 
north point, and 2 in breadth. About 3 leagues from the north point 
and 11 from the ſouth, not far inland, is a pond of freſh water. All 


4 diſtance is 7 leagues according to the repeated obſervations of the 
: 
1 The Engliſh call this Long » Bay. ; 
? There are ſome miſtakes in this article. Fortune land is above 6 leagues in 
length, being as long as Crmoked INland, though not half ſo broad z and from ita 


channel 
aloug 


long narrow ſhape, it has been called Long Key by the Engliſh, „The 
between Fortung and Croatsid 14and is above 2 leagues wide. 
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along the weſt fide of this Iſland is a bank of white ſand, about 24 miles 
wide, on which you may anchor in 15 or 20 fathoms water, but fur- 
ther out, you will find 60 and 100 fathoms. 

There is a little Iſland about a mile from the north point of Crooked 
Hand (North Key), on the weſt fide of which you may anchor very 
near the land. You may alfo anchor 3 miles S. S. E. from it, near 
the welt point of Crooked {/and; but theſe places are only fit to ſtop 
at with N. E. or E. winds, when you may apprehend being down in 
the night upon Long Maud, or Rum Key, 

You will ſee a chain of reefs to the northward of this Iſland, inclin- 
ing to the eaſtward, but you need not go near them, in ſailing through 
this Paſſage. 


Additional Remarks on Acklin's Key, Caſtle Ifland or 
South Key, Fortune, and Crooked lands, tranſlated 
from the French. | 


FROM the S. W. Point of Actlin's Key (Caſile NMand) to the 
N. W. Point, called Salt Poi»/, is N. N. E. about 5 leagues. There 
is a Point running out to the weſtward, which has been taken for Sa/e 
Point, but it does not make ſo deep a Bay; it has been ſounded at leſs 
than a mile, but no anchorage could be found, as it was all rocky, 
though an Engliſh veſſel had been ſeen there; if ſhe was in clear 

round, it could be but in that ſpot. From Sali Point there runs a 
Pank of white ſand, quite to the 8. W. end of Fortune Mand, on the 
edge of which is a rocky bottom; theſe make a bight near 3 miles 
deep (Long Key Bay). On the rocks and the borders of the white 
fond are from 5 to 8 fathoms, but ſoon after you get on the bank, you 
will have but as many feet. About half a mile on the bank are Five 
Keys, covered with buſhes; they are diſtant about one league from each 
other, but you can only get to them in a boat, and there is not a paſ- 
fage for any thing elſe between Acklin's Key and Fortune [/land. 

From Aacklin's Hand to the firſt Key is 7 miles. The veſſel, which 
was ſent to explore this part, tried for a paſſage to go along the north 
fide of Acklin's Hand, but ſoon finding 2 fathoms and a cable's length 
further only one fathom and a half, ſhe was obliged to put about, and 
ſtand off as ſhe went in. 

Behind theſe five Keys, upon the bank of white ſand, are ſeveral 
others, which appear about 5 leagues broad, extending from the eaſt 
point of Acklix”s Key to the eaſt point of Crooked Maud, and forming 


there a ſhoal like that of the — 
Caſtle Iſland is to the S. W. of Acklix's Mand, and the Forillon is 


between them, with a ſhoal bank from one to the other: this Iſland lies 


E. and W. about 1 mile. 
The weſternmoſt point of Caſtle and is S. S. E. and N. N. W. 


with the weſterninoft point of Fortune Maud, about 8 teagues; and = 
as 
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laſt point lies near by N. and 8. with the weſternmoſt point of Crooked 
Hand, diſtance about 10 leagues. The little Ifland covered with 
buſhes and a reef to it, is about one mile and a half from this point. 
Between the Forillon and Caftle land is a paſſage, which an Engliſh 
veſſel, which had been at anchor under the 8. W. point of Actitin's 
Nand, ran through, to avoid the French Frigate the Emerald, which 


was ſentin 1 53, to make obſervations on theſe Iſlands, This Paſſage 


can be only for ſmall veſſels, being in the middle of a reef, which can 
ſcarce be more than 6 or 8 feet. We went however,” ſays the 
French Pilot, to whom we are indebted for theſe remarks, ** within 
„half a mile of it, without finding any ſoundings: there is probably a 
like anchorage to the eaſtward of Acklin's //and, for we ſaw a Are 
„there all night:“ b | 


Of the Variation and Currents in the Windward 
Paſlage, &c. | 


ACCORDING to Mountain's Chart, conſtructed in the year 1700, 
from Dr. Halley's tables, the variation of Port Royal in Famaica then 
was about 6 deg. 30 min. E.; ſome late obſervations make it about 
6 deg. E. and on the north fide, at Port Antonio, it was in 1771, 7 deg. 
15 min. E.— But as in moſt parts of the world, it is found continually 
either increaſing or decreaſing, ſo we may reaſonably conclude that it 
may have altered, in both reſpects, very much in this long interval that 
has paſſed ſince the conſtruction of the Chart. For want of a regiſter of 
annual obſervations given to the Public, we have no data whereby to de- 
termine either what the whole variation amounts to in a ſeries of years, 
or whether it is at this time on the increaſe or decreaſe. A correct ob- 
ſervation might be made in Jamaica by two ſtations, one at Port Royal 
Point; the other at Long Bay, or Green Maud Harbour, at the weſt 
end, in the month of — . — at which time the ſun's amplitude at 
riſing and ſetting may be taken to a degree of great exactneſs, from 


his having then the greateſt ſouthern declination, and not being inter- 


7 pted by the mountains, from obſervers placed at thoſe convenient 
ations. 

The variation in Tiburon Bay in 1767, was 8 deg. 20 min. E. Be- 
tween Heueaga and Crooked Nand, it has been obſerved by different 
people from 2 deg. 40 min. to 4 45 30 min. eaſterly, which trifling 
differente may happen from the different compaſles, or methods em- 
ployed hy the obſervers. 

in regard to currents, thoſe which are more ſteady, according to the 
teſtimony of navigators, ſeem to be in the ſouthward part of the #7nd- 
qvard P Auge. l , 

Between the Eaff End of Famaice and Cape Tiburon, their general 
direction is N. by E. 

| Between 


—_ — aA K oo _—— 
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Between the North Side of Famaica and the South Side of Cuba they 
run generally W. by N. and in the Streights between — 
and Cafe May ze N. E. then they become more irregular and uncertain. 


One Navigator has found, when he was to the north of Hencaga, no 


current at all; ſome Pilots have obſerved, that to the north w ard of 
Cr-oked Mand the currents ran ſtrong to the weſtward; while in the 


paſſage towards Long K+y,they generally ſet to the eaſtward: and others 


ve remarked, that to the ſouthward of the Paſſages, the currents run 
for 3 months to the eaſtward; but commonly they ſet to the weſtward ; 
and as a proof of this, the frigate, the Emerald, mentioned in the preced- 
ing article, having on the zoth of January, 1753, put a buoy with a 
flag upon it into the ſea, to the weſtward of the weſternmoſt Silver 
Keys, (Plip's pate) it was found on the 10th of March following, by 
the boat of a ſhip which had been wrecked on the coaſt at the entrance 
of the Old Streights of Bahama, between Key Romino, and the main 


land of Cuba. 


A TABLE 


The Windward Paſſages, Cc. 


A 


77 £8 
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* "Names or Places. "ol Courſes. Dift. | Latitudes 
Wo. BB? eke Nn —. 
From Cape Nicholas leagues. | deg. min 
to Cape Mayze the | | | 
Eaſt end of Cuba W. by N. 2 N 16 20 17 
From 11 ek. 2 | « | 4 
W. by N 8 | 
to . , 
of Great Heneaga N, E. by N. 17 | 21 3 
From Cape Nicholas | FA 
to — Poiny N news fn 
of Heneaga - N. 4 W. or N. by W. | 24 Grip. | 
From the South weſt Point | | Sos © © | 
of Heneaga | 
to the Hogffie - - N. N. W. 12 Kere 21 32 
From the Weſt Point of ; 
Heneaga ; 
to the Hog flies - - N. by W. 9 
From Heneaga | | 
to South Key, or Caftle 
De | N. N. W. 22 22 8 
From the Hogſties | 
to South Ay N. 27 deg. W. 12 
From Heneaga | 
to Mira por pos Keys - N. W. by N. 24 fen 22 3 | 
From Mira por vos Keys | | 
ro South Key E. 4 N. 3 
From South Key - 
to the South-we, 3 En 
1 Long 
ortune Hand © © N, + W. 8 
From the South - weſt En 
of Long Key 
to the Neils of Crooked 
ö < = = N. N. E.orN.E.byN.| g | 23 2 
to the Bird Rock, o 
North Key = - N. 4 E. 10 
_ * b 
K 
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* 


Directions for ſailing by Crooked Iſland fo Exuma and 
Providence, from the Engliſh Pilot. 


YOU muſt ſteer from the North End of Crooked Maud towards 
Rum Key, which is foul and rocky all round, your courſe thither be- 
ing N. N. W. about 14 leagues; from thence you go towards 
Long Land, which lies weſt,a little ſoutherly, 9 leagues, a W. N. W. 
courſe carries you clear of it. Long {ſand is about 18 leagues 
in length, lying N. W. by N. and S. E. by S. its north- weſt end in 
lat, 23 deg. 30 min. About 6 leagues from the N. W. end of 
Long and to the Keys before the Salt Pond at Exuma, the courſe 
is W. + 8. diſtance 8 leagues. Exuma is a great ſalt iſland, from 
which lie an innumerable number of iſlands and keys, extending for 
35 leagues to the N. W. and N. W. by N. If you are bound from 
Exuma to Providence, you muſt make your way for the Ships Channel 
Paſſage, which is between Little [/and and Eleuthera, Your courſe 
from Exuma thither, is N. N. W. diſtance about 22 leagues ; and 
ſo you may ptoceed to the north-weſtward along the iſland Eleuthera; 
but the neareſt cut is over the Great Bahama Bank from Exuma. 
To go this way, your courſe is W. N. W. or rather N. W. by W. 
about 35 leagues, which will bring you to the edge of the Bank. 
From hence you may paſs over the Bank in 2 or 22, and in ſome 
holes 3 fathoms water, the diſtance over the Bank being about 10 
leagues. Vou muſt keep a good look out, for fear of ſunken rocks, 
which in ſome places lie very thick; they are eaſily ſeen before you 
come at them, the water being very clear; and in anchoring there 
in the night, chooſe a good ſandy birth, 


ATABEE 
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A T AB L E 
Y the Courſes, Diſtances, aud Latitudes fo the North- 
ward of Bird Rock, | NNE) 


— of Places. Courſes. iſt. | Latitudes. 
From North Key | leag. « Min. 
1 — To E 9 
N. N. W. | 14 23 42 
to 22 e or Sa- 
| mana Land N. E. by E. 2E. 9 
to N. — or Wat- 1 * . 
J. ”; nd 3 9 * 1 2 
From the ſouth. end of Rum der 1 8 | 
Key - '- - = PG | 
to Watland"s [land - - N. E. 9 
to Little land, or Little | 
Kt or ® -W. N. W. W. 7 23 5 
to the N. W. part of 45 
aY Iſland - W. S. W. | 12 | 
From the N.W. of Lon | 
hd ES | 
to Little [land + en 8 


PIES Di redions far going through the Paſſages fo the 
Eaſt ward of Crooked Iſland; chiefly between Little 
Heneaga and the Caycos, by Captain Heſter. 


© AFTER having cleared the Eaft End of Jamaica,” ſays the 
Captain, I would endeavour to get to the eaſtward as faſt as poſſible, 
taking every advantage of wh In fo "—_ when up at Cape 
« Nicholas, 1 would prefer the beating up 22 as _ land Tor- 
„ twudas (or Tortuga, or Turtle Land) — e W eparture for 
the Caycos Paſſage, thinking it leſs tedious and difficult than the 
60 r. by Crooked 1/land. 

From the Mole to the V of End of Tortudas, in lat. 20 


© 6 min. the courſe is N. E. by E. 4 E. about 11 leagues. It A 


* all à bold clear ſhore, giving it 2 or 3 miles birth. "Tortudas is 
E 2 « about 


0 
' 
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% about 8 leagues long, the north coaſt ſtretching E. by S. and 
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| ſhore a mile birth. From the we 


W. by N. The north-eaſt part is foul 3 or 4 miles, but from 
that part down to the weſt end, it is bold, and the weſt end is as 
ſteep as a houſe fide, There is no anchoring off the infide, or 
ſouth ſide, till you get up to the center of the iſland ; and there 
you may anchor off Port Paix (Porta Pec of the ſailors) which 
is a place for large ſhips. When the high hill, which is ſeen 
over Port Paix, bears 8. W. by 8. then the eaſt end of the iſland 
is between you and it. All the way down, from abreaſt of Port 
Paix, there is a ſmall reef which lies from the iſland, about half 

a mile, and two ſhips lengths without them, you have no ſound- 
ings. Coming from the eaſtward, you may work up towards Por? 
Paix on the inſide of the iſland, till you come within 2 or 3 


leagues of Port Paix, and then it is dangerous without a pilot; but 


below that you may work up boldly, from fide-to fide, giving each 
f. end of Tortudas to Hiſpaniola, 
is _ 42 leagues, and to Port Paix, near 6 leagues, and a S. E. 
courſe. 
« To anchor at the /,, End of Tortudas in 5 fathoms water, 
ſandy ground, you muſt bring that End N. W. by N. dift. 3 miles; 
the 8. W. End of the ſame, called Valley Point, S. S. E. and a 
ſmall reef in the Bay N. N. E. diſtance of a mile, 
„From the middle body of the iſland Tortudas, to go between 
Heneaga and the Caycos, take your departure in the evening, ſteer- 
ing north by 3 taking care not to run more than 18 leagues, 
at the moſt, before the 6 Bar og with * diſtance off from 
it included, at taking your departure; when, if you ſee nothing 
of the Eaſt End of Great Heneaga, continue your courſe for 
7 or 8 leagues, and you will not fail of ſeeing the Little Caycos or 


Little Hencaga. 


«© At the Eaſt End of Great Heneagas, as Mr. Biſhop has obſerved, 
there is a remarkable rock; when it bore N. W. 4 W. diſtance 
about 2 leagues, they ſaw the ground under them, having no more 
than 3+ fathoms water; ſo they hauled up S. S. E. and kept the 
lead a-going till they had from 34 to 4, 44, 7, 8, 10 fathoms, 
and then no ground. When the aforeſaid rock bore N.“ N. W. 
diſtance 4 or 5g _ then the Eaſt of Little Hencaga bore N. 
W. by W. + W. diſtance 4 leagues, lat. obſerred 21 deg. 25 
min. Mr. Bi/hop obſerves alſo, that in coming through between 
the Caycos Key and Hencaga, he has ſeen both from the maſt head. 
„ LirTLE HENEAGA, which is very little known, lies, according 
to the French accounts, N. N. E. above 3 leagues from the Great 
one, the channel between them being quite ſafe and clear. It is 


* This muſt be an error, and you ſhould read $, S. W. 
about 
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about 5 leagues long N. E. and S. W.; low and even, except a 
& little mount which is at equal diſtance from the North · Eaſt and 
« South-Weſt Points; not fur from the ſhore, almoſt round the itlumd. 
« jt is fandy, except at the Eaſt Point, where is a ledge of rocks 
„ which break and run off a mile and a half. From this Eaſt Point 
the coaſt lies eaſt and weſt, then N. E. and S. W. all which you 
«« may come pretty near to. | N 

4 Link Heneaga lies in latitude 21 deg. 37 min. and N. 4 W. 
« diſtance 29 leagues from the body of the iſland Torrudas. The 
„% Wt or Little Cayco, and Little Henraga, lie from each other E. 
„ by N. and W. by S. diſtance above 10 leagues. The Lite 
% Cayco is in latitude 21 deg. 40 min. N. by E. E. diſtance g1 


« leagues, from the body of the iſland Tortudas. 


% You may borrow near to the Caycos, and haul your wind to the 
« NN. E. which will clear you of Mayaguana and the reef, the outer 
« point of which lies in latitude 22 deg, 26 min. then you are in the 
« open ocean clear of every thing. Fees 

« Tf you find a leeward current, or a ſcant wind, after through, 
% between Heneaga and , Cayco, fo that you cannot weather 


. 46, Mayaguana and its reef, you may bear up, and fail under the 


« lee or Weff End of Mayaguaza ; there being no danger, but what 
„you may ſee, to fail between Mayaguana and the French Keys, 
„ which is a wide and fair channel. Then you haul up your wind to 
« windward of At:vood"s Key, which lies in latitude 23 deg. 12 min. 
„In going through either of theſe Paſſages, there is a greater advan- 
„ tage gained with leſs trouble, and ſooner, than by Crooked Iaand 
« Paſſage. Though I think that in time of war, it would be very 


4 tedious and difticult to attempt any of them with a convoy; not 


% only becauſe you are infallibly expoſed to be annoyed by cruizers 
« and privateers, but alſo becauſe of the almoſt impoſſibility of kee 
„ ing a number of veſſels together in thoſe narrow channels. 

„ for the Turks [lands Paſſage, in failing to the northward I would 
« not offer to mention it, looking upon it to be both tedious and ha- 
„ zardous ; but in coming from the northward, it is, in my opinion, 
« a very eaſy, ſafe, and expeditious Paſſage, and the directions relative 
„ thereto will be given in the courſe of this work.” | 


Direction for Mayaguana and Atwood's Key Paſſage; 
tranſlated from the French. | 


THIS Paſſage — be very uſeful and convenient: 
I. For ſhips intending for Crooked [land Paſſage, and meeting, af- 
ter they are paſt Heucaga, with the wind at North N. N. W. or 


By very accurate obſervations of the French, the North-Weſt Point has 
been found to be in latitude 21 deg. 43 min. and the South Poiat in latitude 21 


«cg. 35 min. Ser the Inflruet:on for the Cay. us Paſſazr. N W 
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N. W. then not being able to fail up to Caſtle Maud, they are obliged 
to ſail to the ſouthward of theſe iſlands, going along the French [lands 
(Flat Keys), and between Mayaguana and Atwood"s Key. 

II. For thoſe intending to go through the Caycos Paſſage ; when 


they are got up to V Cayco, if the wind is at N. N. E. they would 


be obliged to fail to the ſouthward of Mayaguana, and to paſs be- 
tween this iſland and Atwood's Key. | f 

III. When they are about paſſing between the two iſlands, if the 
N. N. E. wind is too near, they may advance weſtward, and ſail 
between Abood's Key and Crooked Inand. 

It is therefore of great importance you ſhould be acquainted with 
the dangers, and alſo with the places where you may anchor round 
theſe iſlands. If, in going for Crooked {land Paſſage, the wind 
obliges you to paſs to the ſouthward of Acilin's Keys, and by the Flat 


Keys, it is uſual to ſail mid-channel between the Hogfties (of which 


ſee the account) and Actlin's Key, from which they are diſtant 
about 12 leagues, and then make the Flat Keys, which are in latitude 
22 deg. 43 min. They bear N. by E. 1 E. from the Hog/ties above 
20 leagues, and E. by N. 5 leagues from the north part of Ac4lin's 
Key. Lou may paſs ſafely them and Acilin's Key, keeping mid- 
channel, or rather over to the Flat Keys, for in a caſe of neceſſity 


you may anchor on the weſt fide of the largeft of them. 


Deſcription of the Flat Keys, or French Keys, or 
French lands, by the Royal Pilot of the French Bark, 
the Eagle, in 1753. | | 


er 


THESE Keys, hitherto but little known, have been ſaid to be 
three; but what probably gave riſe to that, was a rock which ap- 
peared out of water as high as a boat. It is about half a mile to the 
N. E. of the largeſt ifland, among the reefs and banks which run 
from the one to the other. Having made Acklin's Key,” ſays the 
Pilot, „we ſtood for the Flat — and anchored in the white 
« water, on the weſt fide of the largeſt, about two cables lengths 
% from it, ſheltered by a reef which runs to the N. and N. W. 
« miles. c 
„ This iſland is no more than 3 miles N. and S. and half as muc 
% E. and W. the eaſt and the north fides are ſurrounded by reels 
& which break. The anchorage is about 3 of a mile from the South 
« Point, near which is a landing place; and by dipging two or three 
feet in the ſand, you will get good freſh water. Some Engliſh 
66 
people, 


* 
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“ people, who were wrecked here, had made a pond, which dried 
% upon the Eagle filling four caſks out of it, but in a quarter of an 
« hour, it was as full as ever. It is very ſurpriſin t about ten 
4% paces from it there is a falt water pond. is iſland 1s low and 
i alinoſt even, though when you are at a diſtance, there appear ſome 
« ſmall riſings which dive a little its appearance ; the ground 
is nothing but ſand or rock, with ſome buſhes upon it, fit only for 
4 firing, —The other iſland, which is the ſmalleſt, lies E. and W. 
about 2 miles to the eaſtward of the firſt, but the paſſage between 
them, made very narrow by the reefs on both ſides, is not a mile 
« wide, and is fit only for ſmall craft,” 


SECT. II. The Paſſage between Crooked Iſland, and 
Atwood's Key. 


THOSE who are obliged to paſs to the weſtward of the French 
Keys, may go between Crooked [land and Atwood"s Kry, which is a 
very good paſſage, between 5 or 6 leagues wide. After having the 
French Keys about a league to the eaſtward of you, make your courſe 
N. N. E. a little eaſterly, 10 leagues, you will then get fight of the 
Eaſt Point of Ateusod's Key, which you muſt not approach nearer than 4 
or 5 miles, but having brought it 8. W. from you 2 or 3 leagues, there 
is nothing to be feared, except Vatland Hand, which is 16 leagues 
N. W. by N. from Atwood" Key. 

It is neceſſary to obſerve, that the Norths in this Paſſage are very 
dangerous winds, and may throw you upon the reefs, which border 
all the banks on the eaſt fide of Fortune and Crooked Mandi, it hap- 
pened to the French man of war, the Orox, in 1736, which was very 
near being wrecked, and was obliged to anchor cloſe to them in foul 
ground. There is an iſland 2 leagues to the eaſtward of Crooked and, 
near 2 leagues in length W. and S. and 6 leagues South from the 
Weſt Point of Atwood"s Key. This ifland probably is on the border 
of the bank, on the eaſt fide of Crooked Hand; its north and eaſt 
ſides are ſurrounded with reefs, and though it was not ſeen by the 
Eagle in 1753, yet there is reaſon to think it was the iſland on 
which the Orox expected to be wrecked, and which a ſhip of Nantz 
ran upon in 1749, but luckily got off again. She left her boat and 
10 men behind her, who ſtaid there 20 days, in want of every thing, 
and were afterwards taken off by an Engliſh veſlel. | 

Being in fight of the French Keys, you may alſo, according to cir- 
cumſtances, paſs to the ſouthward of them, giving them a birth of 4 
or 6 miles; and having got round them, ſand away to the north- 
ward, to ſail between Atwood's Key and Mayaguane, which is a fine 
clear 7 A age. f ; N 

| SECT. 


{ 
} 
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SECT. I. Deſcription of Atwood's Key (called 


Samana Iſland by the French) from the Journal of 


the French Bark, the Eagle, in 1755. 


THIS iſland is near 6 leagues in length Eaſt and Weſt; its greateſt 
breadth is 4 or.5 miles in the middle, for the two extremes end in 
int, It is low, and covered with buſhes like the neighbourin 

iſlands. All the north fide is bordered with a reef, which breaks, a 

is above two miles from the land : the ſame reef runs round the 
Weſt Point, and forms a head, which is a mile and a half to the 
ſouthward of the Point; on the ſouth fide, about 2 miles from the 
Weſt Point, you may anchor 3 cables lengths from the land, and for 
+ league at leaſt along the ſhore, ſheltered from the W. and N. E. 
winds, The 3 officer of the bark, the Eagle, which went 
there in 1755, for ſome French ſailors who had been wrecked on this 
iſland, continues his deſcription as follows: Having got within 4 
* miles of the middle of Samana, I bore away for the Weſt Point, 
« where there is a general probability of anchorage in theſe iſlands. 
« Having brought it N. N. W. about one mile off, we ſaw that 
„ end was only a point, and That the other fide rounded away E. 
„% N. E. full of breakers, which were at leaſt 2 miles from it; we 
« ſaw ſome alſo ahead of us and to leeward; we were obliged to 
* haul our wind, and ſtand for the anchorage afore mentioned, on the 
4 ſouth fide of the iſland. This anchorage extends about a mile each 
„% way, from whence we were, and about 3 cables lengths from the 
4% iſland; you may let go your anchor in 8 fathoms, ſand and bro- 
« ken ſhells, but it is not good holding ground. The people we were 
« ſent for not appearing, I fired ſome guns, and ſent ſome of my 
% men to look for them; they came the day after without hav 

« ſcen them; but they had found, about 2 miles on this fide of the 
« Eaſt Point, a garden and a hut, in which ſome remains of bread, 
« beans, &c. had convinced them our unhappy countrymen were not 
«6 ſtarved. Tab 

„Among thoſe I had ſent round the iſland, was a quarter-maſter 
% very able to make remarks; he obſerved, in going and coming, 
« the coaſt and the reefs to the fouthward, and alſo to the northward 
& where the hut was. It happened that he arrived at it, juſt as the 
« ſun ſet, and as he left it at fun riſe, I knew by the time of his ſet- 
ting out and coming back, the length of the ifland, which I had 
6« —_— by the angles taken at the Weſt Point, and on the ſouth 
66 "" 

The fame officer adds, that having weighed, he went round the 
reefs off the Weſt Point, and ſteered N. W. for an iſland marked 
in ſeveral charts upon thoſe bearings, diſtance 6 leagues from 2 

aving 
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Having run 5 leagues he ſaw nothing of it, although the weather was fins 
and clear, and that for the fame reaſon that he could not find the Iſland, 
which is faid to be between Samana and the French Keys, fince there 
is no ſuch Iiland, of which it is of great conſequence to be certain. 

It is ſcarce — to repeat that this Paſſage ſhould be uſed only 
in caſes of neceflity ; for it 1s ſafer, after having paſſed the French Keys, 
to go between Aue Key, and Mayaguana, which lie about N. W 
by W. and S. E. by E. 18% leagues one from the other. 


— 


SECT. IV. Deſcription of Mayaguana, called by the 
| t French Mogane. 


THIS Iſland has hitherto been very ill laid down; thoſe who have 
uſed this Paſſage, minding only to keep at a great diſtance,to be clear, as 
ſoon as poſſible, of the reefs which ſurround it almoſt entirely. Al- 
though Mayagrana is in length about 8 leagues E. S. E. and W. S. W. 
ies greateſt breadth is but 2 leagues. By a good obſervation, the 8. E. 
Point is in lat. 22 deg. 28 min. and the W. Point in lat. 22 deg. 
42 min. The Eaftern part lies N. E. and S. W.; and between the 
two Points, the diſtance is 2 leagues; it is ſurrounded by a reef which 
runs above a league and a half to the Eaſtward ; on the Eaſtern part of 
which are ſeveral keys, and five or ſix huge rocks above water. Near 
the Northernmoſt Point of this reef is an Iiland three-quarters of 
2 mile long, with a ſmall key to the S. W. of it. The reſt of the 
reef is bordered with rocks under water, on which the ſea breaks: in 
the South part is a Paſſage for ſmall veſſels to go through, and 
2 by Mayaguana on one ſide, and the reef on the other 

+ : 


Ll 
The French account makes this diſtance 23 leagues, which correſpond: 
neither with the preceding obſervations, nor with thoſe made fince 17 55, 
+ The fullowing remarks on the Eaſt End of Mayaaa are extracted from the 
log-book of his Majeſty's Styp the Sphynx, in 1755. 

At five A. M. ſaw Mayagnana, bearing S. E. by E. the Eaſt End diſtance 2 leagues. 
« Made a ſmall tack to the Northu ard, in order to weather a reef that runs out 
„ from the Eaſt End of the Iſland, about 2 leagues. At noon being by the 
« winds, laying 8. E. lat. obſerved 22 deg. 28 min. N. then the outgemoſt part 
* of the reef bore S. W. diſtance three os four miles; nl the S. E. Point of tlie 
„ Iſland bore W. S. W. diſtagce 3 leagues. At five P. M. the Enft End of Mo; r- 
« nana bore N. W. half N. diſtance 8 leagues; and at the fame time faw, fron 
the maſt head, the Northernmoſt keys, upon the Cayce Pat, bearing S. HE. 
« diftance about $ leagues. Then run S. by W. thuty miles; and then L 
%. IHloaga bore W. diſtance 3 or 4 leagues.” | 

"=o About 
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About a mile from the S. E. Point of Mayaguana, on the Weſt fide, 
is a little Iſland, near which you may anchor in 5 or. 6 fathoms water, 
on a white bottom, taking care to be nearer the Weſt than the Eaſt fide 
of the faid Iſland. In this part there is a ſpace of more than a league, 
without any rocks; then they begin and run along the Iſland to the 
S. W. Point: from the 8. W. to the N. W. Point, the coaſt is clear, 
and forms two Bays, the bottoms of which are white ſand, where you 
may anchor about two cables lengths from the land. The two Points 
lie N. N. E. and 8. S. W. from each other, diſtance 7 or 8 miles. It 
is very . with theſe anchoring places, as you 
might be caugi here With a North; then it would be better to anchor 
under the N. W. Point, where you ſhould be ſheltered from the 
N. N. W.—N. E. —E.—8. E. and as far as the 8. S. W. and that by 
the Iſland and the reefs, which run a long league to the N. W. and on 
which the ſea breaks with great violence. From the N. W. Point 
the coaſt inclines to the E. and E. S. E. forming a kind of Bay, 
leagues wide, but which is bordered by reefs three miles from 
and having ſome paſſages for yery ſmall veſſels, At the Eaſt Point 
of this Bay, a little inland, are two little hillocks; then the coaſt 
runs E. S. E. full five leagues, to the E. Point which we have already 
mentioned. a 

Mayaguana is not high, and, like the other Iſlands, is covered with 
buſhes and thickets; among which you ſee ſome trees larger than the 
reſt, but none of them fit for ſhip-building, 


— 


Iſtructions for the Caycos (Corcos of the Sailors) Paſſage, 
| tranſlated from the French, 8 


SECT. I. 


THIS is the moſt frequented and the beſt Paſſage for ſhips coming 

from the North Part of H:/paniola, when they take their departure 
from Cape Frangois. The direct courſe is N. » 32 leagues, which 
carries them to the Little or Weſt Cayco, ME Point of which is 
in lat. 21 deg. 356 min. N.; when you have brought that Point E. 5̃ or 


6 miles from you, you may make à North courſe, or rather to the - 
4: 
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ward of North, which will carry you about the fame diſtance from the 
North or Blue Cayco. From thence, and when you have brought the 
N. W. Point of this Cayce S. E. 2 or 3 leagues, make a N. E. or 
N. E. by N. or even a N. courſe, 15 leagues, and it will carry you 
clear of this Paſſage... When you make a N. courſe it is better to haul 
more to the Eaſtward, for fear of the reef which runs five or fix miles 
from the Eaſtern Point of Mayaguana, which is the more dangerous, as 
the winds and currents the ts ſet generally tothe Weſtward, 
Although I have ſaid a N. + W. courſe from Cape Frangois carries 
you up to the Little Cayco, it muſt be in fine weather ; for it has hap- 
ned that ſhips intending to go through that Paſſage, have made Little 
ncaga, whether by their inattention, or from the currents. To 
— Gdeume h to the windward, you ſhould make your 
courſe good N. or N. by E. 25 or 26 leagues; and you will fee the 
white water on the banks, which you may run along at the diſtance of 
a e without fear. On the edge of the bank is a little Iſland, 
called Sandy Key, which you 22 approach within that diſtance ; 
then make a N. W. courſe, and four leagues from Sandy Key, 
will ſee another named French Key : when it is North from you, ficer 
W. by N. 12 leagues, which will bring you South, about 2 — 
from the Litile Cayco; and being paſt this, you are to make a N. or 
N. by E. courſe as before directed. . 


SECT. II. Deſcription of Caycos Bank, Sandy Key, 
and French Key. 


T H E Caycos Bank extends 22 leagues from Eaſt to Weſt, and 19 
leagues from North to South, being ſurrounded on the North by the 
Caycos, On this Bank are many little Iſlands or Keys. The South 

is encom by reefs and rocks, in which are paſſages to get upon 

the reef. ey are eaſily found along the reef by the white colour of 
the water, and of obſerving where 1t does not break. Theſe white 
banks form ſeveral Points = windings, the Southernmoſt of which is 
in lat. 21 deg. 2 min. and bears North from the Grange (Monte Chrifto) 
about 21 leagues,* From this Southernmoſt Point, the white bank 
1 runs 


In often running over from Monte Chriſte,” ſays My. Bop, ** to the Cayens 
& Bank, 1 always — the diſtance 20 or 2 4.— — — I mfer that the 
% South ſide of the Caycos Bank lies in lat. 21 deg. 5 min. Upon the edge of the 
reef are ſeveral dry patches of rocks; but the key is a good way in upon the 
Bank: and when you come paſt the ſaid patches of rocks, the Bank inclines to 
« the N. and N. N. W. diſtance 8 or 9 leagues. Then you paſs by a key Which 
1 is pretty bold to, but joined to the main key by a reef, the North fide of which is 
the going into the South Harbour, This Key is called Little Cpt Key, and li 
& in lat. 21 deg. 32 min. from which you haul up N. N. E. and run along x 


F 2 
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runs N. N. W. 8 leagues; then you will find a little Key, which is but 
40 paces long, of a ſoft ſand, and even with the water, this is Sandy Rey; 
you may ſtand towards the N. W. and N. part of it; there are ſound- 
ings in 10, 9, and 8 fathoms from half cannon ſhot, almoſt on ſhore : 
the reef begins at the South part of it, and runs near a league S. by E. 

From Sandy Key to French Key is N. N. W. about 4 leagues. . Thi 
may be depended on, the bearings having been exactly taken. From 
French Key, the reef winds away conſiderably to the Northward, and 
forms a hollow reaching to Sandy Key, 

When you are S. by E. one league from Sandy Key, the white bank 
turns to the S. E. but the reef ends on the borders of the bank, and is 
from 8 to 5; fathoms deep, and from that immediately you will have 2 fa- 
thoms. Another important remark is, that when the king's frigate, 
Emerald, in 1753, plied a whole night off and on the French Key, ſho 
did not find that the currents had any effect upon the ſhip. | 


SECT. II. (1/2 Part) Deſcription of the Welt, 
or Little Cayco; and Directions for the Anchorages. 


FROM French Key to the South Point of the Little Cayco, is 7 £ 
leagues, and they are W. N. W. and E. S. E. from one another. 

According to the ſurvey, made with great care, the White Bank and 
the reef continue between theſe two Caycos, You may run along 
them very near in 10 fathoms, and you will ſee the openings in the 
reef, through which the ſmall veſſels go in upon the Bank. 

The reef, which borders the White Bank, from the Little Cayco to 
French Key, begins one league Eaſt from the former, and it always 
breaks. .You may ſtand very near it, coming from the ſea; but if 
you are upon the Bank, you muſt take great care, for 4 a mile within 
you will find but 3 fathoms water, and in getting nearer, it ſhoals very 

uickly. Here is a good deal of ſwell, it being open to the breezes ; 
the bottom is ſand and good holding ground, The Eagle bark was 
two days at anchor here, in 1733, in 3 fathoms water, taking the 
bearings and ſoundings, with the South Point of the Lite Cayco, 
S. W. by W. one mile and a half, while the North Eaſt Point bore 
N. by E. 4 or 5 miles: the Point of the reef S. and the Southern- 
moſt Point of the North Cayco N. E. by E.. It is better to be not fo 
far on the bank, and more towards the land, for the /ea riſes and falls 
' here 2 feet, which was then unknown to her. The bark ſtruck in 


% a' narrow Key, 5 or 6 leagues, whence it rounds up more to the Eaftward : 


here is a place for anchoring, and ſmall craft cau go iu, but the Northeramoſt 


«« part of the Bank and reet runs up as far as lat. 22 deg. 5 min. N. 
ff d ed̈ are very impertect, aud the lat. of the Littie Cayeo abſolutely 
CE, 
the 


' 
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the night, and was ole to ſhift her birth. In going out, ſhe obſerved , 
that the South Point of the Caycos and the reef were E. and W. about 
a league diſtant. | | 

The Little Cayco runs N. N. E. and 8. 8. W. about 7 miles, being 
its whole length: in the Paſſage it is N. by 8. about 4 or 5 miles. The 
N. W. Point ſeems to be the end of the Iſland, becauſe the White 
Bank borders it, and the reſt runs to the N. E. a 

The Bank, which is about a cable's length wide at the anchorage of 
the N. W. Point, continues to run to the Southward, following the 
windings of the coaſt (from which it does not extend above a piſlol-ſhot) 
as far as the South Point, where it forms a kind of ſpit + of a mile 
off, You may anchor all along the Cayco; there is 4 or 5 fathoms 
water, cloſe to the land, but it 1s an hard bottom, and too near the 
| ſhore, At the N. E Point is a bank of rocks, extending to the N. E. 
near a mile, on which the ſea breaks; you have 2 and 3 fathoms cloſe 
to it. 

The length of the Little Cayco has been meaſured in a boat, in a 
a freſh breeze, and ſmooth water; the log hove frequently, and there 
was not any difference in the going and coming back, therefore it is 

robably very exact. This-Ifland is low land, whoſe border is of ſharp 

ones, which reſound like a bell: it is the worſt ground which can be 
ſeen; there are neither Salt Ponds, Savannas, nor Freſh Water. On 
the North Side, about 200 paces from the ſhore, there grow in'the 
ſand a few Lataniers, which — always a bad ground: the inland 
parts are covered with trees or buſhes; the trees are ſmaller than thoſe 
of the North Cayco, and on the Weſt Side, are all grubby; the buſhes 
grow on ſandy ſtones. In the middle of the Ifland you find ſome Gum 
Trees, which perfume the air, Brafiletto Wood, and Black Candle Trees. 
There are ſome Ponds with brackiſh water; but as rain is not uncom- 
mon here, people who ſhould have the misfortune to be caſt away on 
the Little Cayro, would obtain freſh water; there is alſo plenty of Wood 
Pigeon, Doves, Parrots, and Teals which are fatter and of a better taſte 
than any where elſe ; ſome Turtle, with Shell Fiſh, Crabs, &c. and a 
great many Lizards. 

By a good obſervation, the latitude of the N. W. Point is 21 deg. 43 
min. N.; you may run along the South Side, very cloſe to it, upon 
the White Bank, in 5 or 6 fathoms, and no reef. When that Point 
bears N. you have a full view of all the Caycos Bank ; and the Cayce 
Land runs E. N. E. pretty high. This elbow, which is about 4 or 5 
miles, is a ſhelter againſt the North, for there 1s 5 or © fathoms water 
cloſe to the breakers, which are very near the land. 5 

Although the Weſt Side of the Litile Cayco is quite clear of rocks, 
and there are 6 or 8 fathoms within muſquet ſhot of the ſhore, ſo that 
: you may anchor there; yet the beſt place to anchor (and which is moſt 

nown) is under the N, W. Point, rather within it, in 8 fathoms, 
ſandy bottom; there you are ſheltered from the Eaſterly breezes. It 
is prudent, however, to have another anchor 8. by W. in 14 fathoma, 
clear ground: this precaution will ſecure you againſt a ſudden Weſ- 
ter 


» \ i * 
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terly wind, and, by that, in caſe it ſhould continue, you get eaſier undet 


way. 
The North Side of the Litile Cayco is covered by a reef, beginning 
at the N. W. Point and ſtretching to the Weſtward, then to the North- 
ward, as far as the Great Cayco: this reef is the only difficulty in the 
Paſſage. It is four leagues from the N. W. Point of the Little Cayce 
to the W. Point of the Great Cayco; and the reef runs all along t 
ſpace; that is, as far as the We Point of the Great Cayco, which is 
about 24 miles diſtant from the N. W. Point of the Iſland; to the 
Southward of this laſt Point is Canoe's Cove (L' Auce au Canot), the 
only 2 anchorage in this Weſtern part, of which we ſhall ſpeak 
hereafter. 

On the Weſt Side of the reef, there is a little Key, bearing North- 
Weſterly from the North part of the Cayco; it is very low, and has a 
reef on its North part. Many ſhips have been loſt on it, by its havin 
not been laid down in any chart; for after their running along the We 
Side of the Ve Cayco, have hauled to the Eaſtward for the Great 
Cayco: whereas, when you have run along the former, at about a 
league, you ſhould af a a N. by W. courſe, to give a birth to the 
Litttle Key, and the reef which ſtretches to the Northward of it. 

To the Southward of the Ifland, between that and the reef, is a 
Paſſage about 14 mile, to go up to the Bank; without, the Iſland is 
10, 8, and 6 fathoms; in the middle 4 fathoms ; and within it 3, 
but then you immediately come into 2 fathoms. 

From Sandy Key the reef runs N. N. E. 2 leagues, being bordered 
with white water, on which you have 10 fathoms within muſquet ſhot 
of the reef that joins the N. W, part of the Great Cayco, a little to 
the Southward of Canoes Cove. | | 


SECT. III. (24 Part) Particular Obſervations on 
the Little Cayco, &'c. from the Journal of the 
Emerald. 


*« BEING at noon, with the Hope, a ſmall veſſel, eff the 8. W. Point of 
« the Little or N Cayco, a mile from it, we ran along the Weſt 
« Side at that diſtance, and then made the Hope anchor in 7 fathoms, 
% hard ſand, within half a cable's length of + 6 N. W. Point. See- 
« ing that veſiel drove, the Bank being very ſteep and narrow, and 
the weather inclined to be ſqually, we preterred to keep under (ail, 
„and made ſeveral trips, keeping well in with the land, at one mile 
« diſtance, Along the reef, on the Weſt Side, we landed very 
% eafily, in ſome hollow places, filled with fand, and made by the ſea 
in the ſandy ſtones which compoſe the Iſland: oppoſite theſe holes 
„ about + of a mile from the N. W. Point is the Veit anchoring. 

We ſet all the points and roundings of this Iſland, the Lite Key, 


„ as 
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6 as well as the reefs, which run 2 leagues to the Northward, and the 
& South Eaſt Point of the Great Cayco, which we had found 1 
8 te Link Co From our ſeveral courſes and bearings, we conc! 


* the Little Cayco to be a triangle; the Weſt Side of which runs N. 
« by E. and 8. by W. about 5 miles and a half. On this fide is 
© the anchoring, ſheltered from the Trade Winds: nearer the N. 
5 part (which is nothing but a border of ſand), a cable's length, 
&« anchor at about « piſtol ſhot from the ſhore, in 8 fathoms ; two 
« ſhips lengths, there is 15 fathoms; and half a cable's length farther, 
„there was no ground under the ſhip. If you wanted to ſtay there, 
<< the beſt way would be to have the outer anchor in 15 fathoms wa- 
$ ter, and carry another on ſhore. There is no ſwell in the E. N. E. 
% and E. 8. E. breezes, however hard they may blow. 

„The North Side of the Iſland has two ſandy Bays; that which 
© begins at the N. W. Point, runs about N. E. by E. 5 miles, where 
* jt ends at a Point ſtretching out to the northw From this 
% Point, upon which we went, you deſcry another Bay, extendin 
rather upon a ſtraight line to the E. N. E. All this part is — 
«5 by rocks, ſhoals, and a Little Key, and may be 2 leagues in length. 


SECT. IV. ( 1/2 * 1 Deſcription of the Great 
Me yco. — 


THIS Cayco is compaſed of two narrow Iſlands, extending circularly 
above 30 leagues, ſeparated only by ſmall creeks, on which there 
is not more than 2 feet water. e S, W. Point of the Weſtem 
Iſland, or Northern Cayco, which is very ſmall, is called Cape Mongon,* 
it lies in lat. 21 deg, 45 min, N. E. by N. 41 miles from the North 
es of the Little Ces. 8 

rom Cape Mongon, the coaſt runs 2 leagues, making 
ſeveral Ba * which we ſhall ſpeak hereafter. 22 

From the N. W. Point, to another which runs to the Northward, 
the coaſt is remarkable for three little Iſlands, called he 3 Marys, 
which are N. E. by E. 5 leagues from the North Point. The coaſt 
between forms a Bay near 2 leagues with ſome very narrow 
paſſages to the interior part of the Bank; this is called Lance à I Eau, 
or Water Cove. 

From the three Iſlands the coaſt ſtretches E. by N. near 4 leagues, 
to a Poipt with 3 rocks cloſe to it, which are above water, and a reef 
all the way, without any apparent paſſage, This Point is called Ba- 


* The French, being the firſt who have explored. and ſurveyed the Cayce, they 
have given the ſeveral parts of theſe Iſlands names which we mult adopt, till they 


relleric 


have Engliſh ones. 
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zellerie, and there the Iſland is not much more than 13 mile broad, 
from the South Coaſt, making a Bay 2 leagues deep. From Three Rocks 
Point to another which is the Northernmoſt of the Iſland, the eoaſt 
runs Eaſt and Weſt, making a little curve, covered alſo by the reef. 
The Northernmoſt Point, which is pretty high and remarkable, lies 
in lat. 22 deg. 17 min. and is called Parroket Point. 

From this to another, named Bluau, the diſtance is 2 leagues S. S. E. 
between the two is a Cove, about + a league deep, with ſeveral Iflands, 


near which you may anchor in 6 fathoms; there is a Paſſage in the 


reef, and you are ſheltered from the W.—S.—and S. E. winds : Bluax 
is a bluff Point, making a kind of Cape, from which to the Eaſtern- 
moſt Point of the Ifland, called Cape Carwel, or Cape Comet, is 8. E. 
6 leagues. Between them, though the coaſt is low, you will ſee 
ſome ſand hills, and it appears covered with buſhes, among which is 
here and there a little tree. You muſt not come nearer than 3 leagues 
to Cape Carvel, on account of a bank of rocks, N. E. by E. 6 or 7 
miles from it. This Bank is named by ſome the Carwel, by others Sz. 
Philip's Rock. Off Cape Carwel, the reef, which ſurrounds the Iſland, 
runs to the N. E. near 3 miles, to a Point called Briſe-tout, or Breaks 
all Point. Between this and the Carvel, is a paſſage 3 miles wide, 
with 5, 6, and 8 fathoms; you may anchor in this laſt depth, but 
nearer to the Carel then to Breakall Point, which has ꝙ fathoms cloſe 
to the rocks. To the Eaſt and South of the Carel, you will have 4 
fathoms ; however it is better to avoid this place, if poſſible. 

From Cape Carvel to the South Point of the Iſland, the coaſt runs 
South 8 leagues, with ſeveral Bays between; all bordered by the reef, 
along which is a narrow white ſand, with 10 or 12 fathoms, within 
muſquet ſhot of the rocks. This South Point is in lat. 20 deg. 27 min. 
the reef ends there, but the Bank continues to the S. S. W. and after- 
wards W. S. W. | 

The ground of the Great Cayco 1s not of the ſame nature as that of 
the Iſlands already deſcribed: it is higher, more covered with woods, 


and though a little dry and ſtony, appears more proper for cultivation, 


The whole coaſt is covered with trees, but none of them ſeems to be 
fit for timber; among them grows the Braſile/to Wood. Round Cance”s 
Cove the land is tolerably good, though it produces nothing but ſmall 
trees, and graſs in the covered places : Potatoes and other roots have 
ſucceeded well near this Cove, where you meet with ſeveral Lagoons, 
the water of which is drinkable in a caſe of neceſſity, There are ſome 
Hogs in the Iſland, and ſome Mild Dogs, which probably have come 
from ſome veſſel which has been wrecked there: you find alſo Parrors, 
Wood Pigeons, and Teals, The Turtle is common, but chiefly of the 
Loggerhead Kind. There is alſo plenty of Fiſh, which you catch with 
the line; the kinds are the ſame as in the other Iſlands, but they are 
larger and in greater plenty, 
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SECT. IV. (24 Part) L' Ance du Canot, or Canoe's | 
9 8 0 Cove. 


THIS little Bay is on the Weſt Side of the North, : or Blue Cayco, 
and may be of great uſe, as there is water enough for all ſorts of ſhips, 
which are ſheltered from the Norths, which you ſhould always guard 
againſt in this Paſſage. The largeſt ſhips may anchor in 6 or 7 fa- 
thoms, on a ſandy bottom, looking out tor a clear ground, as here and 
there you will find it rocky. You are ſheltered from the N. to the E. 
and to the S, E. by S. ; the anchoring is within the Weſt Point, which 
you bring to bear N. taking care not to come near the reef which runs 
round this Point for + of a league: the reef ends there, and does not 
begin again till near two miles further to leeward; then it muſt bear 
S. by W. from you. | 

From the North Weſt Point of the Little Cayco to this Cove is 
N. N. W. 4 leagues; but you muſt make a more Weſterly courſe, og 


account of the reef, and the Little Key already ſpoken of. 


SECT. IV. (34 Part) LAnce à PEau, or Water 
Cove, and Pines Key. 5 


WHEN you have got round the N. W. Point of the Blue Cayco, the 
Coaſt turns Faſt,—E. N. E. —and N. E. and forms a Bight, the two 
Points of which are 5 leagues aſunder; between them is Water Cove 
and Pines Key. There is a Paſſage in the reef which runs along this 
coaſt, through which the Emerald went in 1753, and anchored in 
the Cove, where ſhe remained fix days ; ſhe took a ſurvey of the place, 
— of which, 21 deg. 51 min. as well as the ſoundings, may be de- 
nded on. 
8 Water Cove is much reſorted to by the Engliſh, as it is an excellent 
place for Privateers to annoy ſhips going through this Paſſage. It is 
eaſily found; for about a league S. W. from the Three Rocks above 
baer before mentioned, the coaſt makes a great elbow which comes to 
a Point, and from thence goes back almoſt out of fight : beſides there 
appears a great ſpace of white water, between the reef and the land, 
ſo that you cannot miſs it : you have only to look out for the Paſſage 
through the reef into the Bay, which is not as eaſily foynd, as there is 
no mark on the land to direct you, and that the two little Creeks, 
marked in the plan, may eſcape the obſervation of any body who has 
not been there before. The beſt and ſafeſt method is to ſend a boat to 


lie on the lee end of the opening, through the reef, and to keep — | 
GS: | 
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lead going, becauſe you muſt work in; and by the ſhoaling of the wa · 
ter you will know when to go about. | 

ou may come cloſe to the reef, for it is bold to, and then you 
will ſee a ſpace of two cables lengths which does not break; there the 
Paſſage is, which lies 8. E. and N. W.; at firſt you will have deep wa- 
ter, but when you have ſhoaled to 3 fathoms, you are then within the 
reef. It is neceſſary to obſerve that Pines Key has a ſmall opening at 
each end, which ſeparates it from the other land: the opening to the 
Eaſtward is called the Zaft Creck, and that to the South, the South 
Creek; you will find them of great uſe, for when you open one, and 
ſhut in the other, it is time to go about. A ſhip which draws more 
than 14 feet water, might anchor in the Paſſage ; and indeed veſſels 


of leſs draught muſt anchor as ſoon as they can within the reef, for it 


is but ſhoal any further in. The landing place is at the S, S. E. part 
of Pines Rey. | 
N. B. At this anchoring, you are ſheltered from the N, E. to the 


8. 8. W. paſſing by the E. 


SECT. IV. ( 4th Part) Pines Key. 


THIS Key which lies N. E. and S. W. is about 2300 yards wide; 
the land is low and very ſandy ; it is not ſheltered againſt the Eaſterly 
winds, which are continually beating the Pines, in ſuch a manner that 
thoſe near the ſhore are all dried, and torn up by the roots, and thoſe 
of the middle of the Iſland ſucceed but very poorly : none of theſe 
trees are above the ſize of the top-gallant maſt of a 5o gun ſhip. The 
Wood Pigeons are pretty numerous on this Ifland, and you find many 
Turtles Eggs; but the greateſt advantage of Pines Key is a great La- 
goon of freſh water, ſufficient for fifty ſhips; it is very drinkable, and 
not far from the beach. ; 

The bottom 1s too white near the land, and in the Cove, for you to 
catch. large fiſh with the ſeine ; but you muſt go in a boat on the edge 
of the reef without; and you will ſucceed ſtill better, if you fail over, 
with your lines afloat, 

From the Eaſt Part of Pines Key you may deſery all the Iſlands 
ang#Keys, which are ſcattered within the Caycos, from N. to S8. E. 


SECT. IV. (5% Part) Additional Remarks on the 
Carve], or St. Philip's Rocks, and the Creat Cayco, 
from the Journal of the Hope, in 1753. | 


« HAVING: taken our departure from the Northernmoſt of the 
arts Handi, ve found a Bank of rocks 4 leagues + from it, which 
66 ſhew 
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«c ſhew chemſelves; fo that by this the Turks Mond Paſſage is reduced 


« to be only 4 or 44 leagues wide.“ 

« This called St. Philip's Rocks, is from E. N. E. to N. E. 
from Cape Carvel, ſcarce 2 leagues, the ſea always breaking upon 
« them. They are narrow, but have about a mile a half 
in lengths, and lie S. E. and N. W. You may go within leſs than 


« half a mile on either fide, there being 4 fathoms, within 2 cables 


* lengths, „ll along them. There is a Paſſage full 4 miles wide be · 
„ tween the Rocks and the Great Cayco, in which you will find 8, , 
and 10 fathoms ; but you muſt keep nearer the Bank than Cape Car+ 
* wel; becauſe there is a reef which runs from the latter to the-N. E. 
& for a mile and a half: and at the end of this reef are ſome rocks, 
« Breatall Point) between which and the land there is no Paſſage, 

«© Having failed between S. Philip's Rocks and the Great Cayco, 
« we ran along, and reckoned it lay W. by N. about 16 + or 17 leagues 
& Jong: this is what has been laid down as ſeveral Iſlands; indeed at a 
« diſtance it appears ſo, and ce feldom come near it for fear of the 
« reef, which runs all the length of the Cayco, between 2 or 3 miles 
„off, without including ſome Points which are further off, 

Continuing along the Ifland (having an Engliſhman for a Pilot 
„ from Turks Nandi) we found a Paſſage through the reef, and good 
« anchorage m 2 fathoms water; near to which was a Pond of treſh 
„water. This place may be known by a clump of trees, pretty high, 
„and looking like Pines. 

In leaving this place we had a Point to get round, which . bore 
« from us 8. W. by W. ſtretching 4 miles 4, with a reef 14 mile 
„ without; it was near 3 leagues — where we anchored. Having 
« doubled this Point, abreaſt of which we found 9 and 10 fathoms, 
% rocky ground, we hauled up 8. 8. W. for 2 miles, and then let go 
« our anchor in 5 fathoms, ſandy ground, but rocky round us, in a 
% Bay, the North Point of which bore N. one mile x, and the South 
& Point bore S. by W. 2 leagues. Afterwards we- ſtood out again 
„% N. N. E. one mile. When we were at anchor, we could ſee the 
reef extending to the 8. W. about 3 leagues, which appears to run 
<©< off from the Southernmoſt Point; this is what 18 to be feared in go- 
ing through the Caycos Paſſage**, and which makes it neceſſary ta 
« go away N. and N. N. E. even after you have got round the Hef 
„% Cayco. 


#* There muſt be a miſtake here, the Bank being 10 leagues N. W. 3 deg. N. 


from the Grand Turk, and the Paſſage near 8 leagues broad.—Ste below the Direc 
tions for Turks Iſlands Paſſage. Sect. I. 

+ This is to be underſtood of the North Coaſt only, _ between the N. E. Point 
of the Caycs and its N. Point; * and not of the whole extent, ſince the Eaſt Side 
7 or 8 leagues long, and the Weſt Side 8 org N. E. and 8. W. 

+ This anchorage appears to be the ſame with Mauer Cove, already deſcribed in 
the th Part of Section IV. 


This means the Point of the reef, with the Little Key, running tothe Weſt, 


mentioned as very dangerous at the end of the iſt Part of dgction III. 
| G 3 « From 


— — 


* c * 
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From this place, where we anchored, we ſaw the North Point of 
« the Weft Cayco, bearing 8. W. by S. 5 deg. W. diſtance _ 


- © leagues. Having weighed the next day, we made a W. 8. W. 


« courſe 2 leagues and a half, to get round the reef, and ſaw a little 
* ſandy Key, which ſeemed to join it. Being at the Point of the 
reef, and about 2 cables lengths from it, in white water, in 6 fa- 
* thoms, we ſaw the Weſternmoſt Point of the Ve Cayco, bearing 


. © S, by W. 5 deg. W. diſtance 24 leagues : we then immediately went 


© in upon the Bank in 3 or 4 fathoms; it ſoon after falling calm, we 


anchored in 3 fathoms, about 3 miles from the South end of the 


«© Blue Cayco, which ſome call Cape Mongon, the little Key bearing 


„W. 5 deg. N. about 2 leagues from us. From thence we ſaw two 


very ſmall veſſels at anchor nearer the Point: we obſerved that the 
«© Great Ifland was not in ſome places above a league broad. We 
found currents ſetting different ways, which are the ebb and flood; 
© but after ſome time, finding one favourable, we weighed, and three 
hours after, anchored again in 24 fathoms, the South End of the 
„ Bluc Cayco bearing W. by N. 4 deg N. about 3 miles. We weigh- 
ed the next day, when the currents ſetting to the Eaſtward, and 
«© having made an E. 5 deg. N. courſe, about 8 leagues, we touched, 
4% having only 6 feet water: we tacked, made two or three trips, and 
« had g feet water; but not caring to go further on the Bank to the 
« Faftward, we ſteered W. S. W. 4 deg. W. true courſe, to get off 
« the Bank; and having a S. S. W. courſe corrected, we went off the 


* white water in 34 and 4 fathoms.“ 
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TA LB 
Of the Courſes, Diſtances, and Latitudes - 


Between Hiſpaniola, Heneaga, the Caycos, and the 
1/lands betwixt the Caycos and Crooked Iſland. 


8 


ä "Names of Places. | 


_ Courles. 


— 


1 


Lantudes. 


From Nicholas Mole 
to the Wiff End of 
Tortudas = - - 
| From the Weſt End of 
Tortudas | 
to the Eaft End o 
Hencaga 
to Little Heneaga - 
to the Little, or 
Weft Cayco - - 
From Little — 
to the Little Cayco 
From the Hogſties 
to Flat Mands, or 
French Keys - - 
From Atwood's Key 
to Mayaguana - - 
From French Keys 
| to the South Point 


From Sandy K 
> to anch Key - - 
From Cape Frangois 
to the Little Cayco 
From Monte Chriſto 
to the South Point 
of the Caycos 
Bank - - « - - 


of Little Cayco - 


N. E. byE.3deg.E 


N. 
N 


* 
4 W. 


| 


* 


8 | 
deg. min, 


20 6 


South 


Point 


— 


21 35 


22 43 
W. Point J 22 42 
5 22 28 


— 
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— 
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though they are the neareſt ports; the winds being commonly — 
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Directions for Turks Iſlands Paſſage; tran/lated from 
the French. | 


LL "Size T 1 


HIS Paſſage is the neareſt, ſhorteſt, and leaſt dangerous of any, 
for ſhips going from Hiſpaniola; but in general the winds will 
not allow to make it, even from Cafc Frangeis, or Port Dauphin, al- 


it is difficult to fetch Sand Key, the ſouthernmoſt of the Twrks Jlands, 
and which you muſt make, that you may be ſure of the Paſſage; 
for without ſeeing it you run a great riſk of getting _ the rects 
and ſhoals of the Caycos Bank, which are not thoroughly known. 

When you take your departure from Cape Frangors, if the wind 
will permit you, make a N. E. courſe about 3o leagues; you will 
then be in latitude 21 deg. 2 min. and in fight of the Forks Hands. 

Sand Key makes the entrance of this Paſſage from the South, and 
it is very, neceflary to make it, and to get within a league or two of it; 
you may paſs by it at that diſtance, and you will then make the 
ſecand of thoſe iſlands, called, Little Salt Key, (Little Turk) a N. N. 
E. courſe will carry you along it, at the ſame diſtance you paſſed the 
other; it is about 4 miles and a half long. Continuing the ſame 
courſe you will ſee Great Salt Key (Grand*Turk), which is ſcarce 3 
leagues from the little one. This is the laſt iſland in the Paſage, 
and you may keep about the ſame diſtance from this as you did from 
the others. When you have brought its Northernmoſt Point to bear 
8. E. 2 leagues, you are clear of every thing, even of the Bank of 
rocks which lic of the N. E. Point of the Great Cayco, as alſo of the 
rocks which are off the North Point of the Great Salt Key. 

The Carwel, and its Bank, lic from the North Point of the Great 
Salt Key, N. W. 3 deg. N. diſtance 10 leagues : fo that if you make 
a N, N. E. courſe from that Key, you will clear enough. You 
might indeed go clear with a north courſe, but it is adviſeable ta 
keep to the eaſtward of North, till you have paſſed the latitude of the 


Bank, which is 21 deg. 55 min. N. Another advantage of this 


Paſſage, is, that the diſtance between the Turks Hands and the Caycos 
Bank is 7 leagues wide, and not more than 10 leagues long; and that 
ou might even ſtand to the wettern part of the Bank by your lead 
into 10 or 8 ſathoms water, Iloscver, it is beſt to give that fide and 
ä the 


leagues o 


from the N. E. to the W. N. W. you will fee no other i 
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the Turks Itands a birth of 5 or 6 miles, till you have brought the 
ren | h 


SECT. U. (ft Part). Deſcription of Sand Key. 


- THIS Key is the firſt of the Turks Hand, which you make in 
ſailing through that Paſſage, is N. N. E. z deg. N. diſtance 2 
leagues from Monte Chriflo, though ſome do not make it quite 1 
much. Its latitude, as obſerved on ſhore by an able pilot, is 21 deg. 
6 min. and is within 4 minutes of that obſerved by an officer of the 
Royal Navy, who found 21 deg. 10 min. 30 ſec. 
Sand Key is one mile long, and in fine weather, may be ſeen 
a; when you are to the ſouthward of it, you would take it 
for two iſlands, its middle part being a low drowned land. On the 


weſt fide is 7 or 8 fathoms, upon the Bank, which borders the Key at 


the diſtance of 4 of a league, and joins a reef that comes a-mile off 
from the North Point of it. 

The South Point has, at about 2 cables lengths, two rocks cloſe to 
each other, by which it may be known; but to have them open and 
clear of the land, you muſt not be far off, nor bring them to the 
weſtward of N. W. 

The moſt certain mark by which you may know Sand Key, is that 
Hand, and 

the fand upon it is quite white in the ſun. The anchorage is eafily 
known by the white water, from 6 to 4 fathoms within ſwivel ſhot of 
it; but ſhips which draw much water muſt anchor about half -a mile 
off, bringing the South Point to bear S. E. and the middle of it from. 

E. to E. by N.; the north rocks there cover you as far as N. N. E. 
and you may eafily get under way with any wind, as the Norths, 
which are moſt to be feared, only blow along the coaſts ; fo that the 
weſt fide may be reckoned a good road- ſted. A ſhip which may, by 
ſome accident, have been prevented from failing through the Paſſage, 
would find good ſhelter here, and might without difficulty wait for a 
more favourable wind. The reef, on the north part of the Key, runs 
from it North, a little Weſterly, a long mile, when it makes a little 
hook to the 8. W. but it breaks every where, and within piſtol ſhot there 
is 8 fathoms ; though you mult not come ſo near on the other parts of 
the Iſland, for here and there are ſome rocks which have only 2 tathoms 
water on them. 


* MN. B. You are not to approach the Caycas fide without great caution, on ac- 
count of the Swimmer, a dangerous ſhoal which lies in that Paſſage ; it has been 
diſcovered, ſome years ago, by Mr. „ . maſter of the veſſel Specdwell, and 


bears from Grand Turk iſland 8. W. by W. diſtance 7 leagues, and from the Grow 
Cayco 8. E. by E. diſtance 5 leagues; 


The 


56 _ Directions for Sailing through 


The eaſt fide of Sand Key has high breakers quite to the ſhore ; at 
the end of the reef to the northward, the Bank continues, and goes 
away to the eaſtward, when it bends to join that which runs from the 

Little to the Grand Turk. You might, in a caſe of neceſſity, let go 
an anchor to the eaſtward, but that caſe ſeldom happens, 

Sand Key 18 extremely low and barren, being burnt by the ſun, 
and continually beaten by the winds, and the ſea; it produces only 
fome ſmall buſhes. There are very large Lizards and Rats in the 
ſouth part, with a great quantity of ſea birds of various kinds, amon 
which the Eagles are very dexterous at catching the Flying Fiſh. 
You may catch with the line ſeveral kinds of fiſh round the iſland. 
There is no freſh water to be had. 


SECT. II. (zd Part). Remarks upon Sand Key 
made on board the Emerald, a French Frigate, in 


1753. 


SAND KEY may be ſeen about 3 leagues ; it makes at firſt like 
three iflands, being formed of two little hillocks, and a rock, known 
by the name of the Spliz Rock, though there is water knee deep be- 
tween it and the Key. This Rock ſerves you to know Sand Key, 
over which, it is probable, that the ſea breaks in all the Norths, ang 
other impetuous winds, for it is very low; you may eafily land upon. 
it under the hillock, where there was formerly a pyramid. 

This Key is ſcarce more than 1300 geometrical paces (of 5 feet 
each) long. From the South End a reef runs oft 4 ot a mile S. and 
S. by W. at the end of which are three rocks wlvch always break 
and ſhew themſelves. The hillock on the ſouth part, is joined to 
that of the middle part, by a low land which looks like a Savanna, 
and from that to the Weſt Point, the land is alſo very low and even; 
you cannot land here, nor muſt you anchor near this part: but towards 
the South where all the dangers ſhew themſelves. From the N. W. 
Point is a reef to the N. by W. N. N. W. more than two miles; 
and about a ſwivel ſhot from the end of this reef is a large rock always 
above water + of a mile, from which you have 6 fathoms rocky 
ground, You cannot land at the eaſt fide which is ſurrounded with 
rocks. The anchorage may be made very convenient, by carrying an 

, anchor with two or three hawſers to the weſtward ; and then you would 
clear the Iſland with every wind. But in the months of May and June 
you had better anchor about a mile, or a mile and a halt off, to be 
lefs expoſed to the ſwellfſent in by the 8. E. breeze, which is gene- 
rally violent, ) 

| As Sand Key is at the angle of the Turks Nandi, and the Sgrare 
Handzerchirf,'or Abreojos, it is neceſſary to make it to go through either 
of 


* 


ebief 


great u 
which frequently 


the ſpot; 


age. 
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of them; if you ſhould fetch it within a league of its South E 
rer - 


57 


through the Sqzare Handker- 


A white pyramid, 6 or 7 fathoms high, would be of 


Port Dauphin to theſe iſlands, to carry it there *, 


SECT, I 


Pa 

255 the ſouth part, as you could not then make any miſtake, 
happens now: perhaps ſtone might be found on 
t it would be very eaſy for the veſſels which go from 


Deſcription of Little Salt Key, or 
Little 'Turk. 


WHEN you leave Sand Key, and ſteer for Little Salt Key, you 
muſt make a North courſe along the reef, which runs off more than 
one mile, on theſe bearings from you; you may come almoft within 
ſtone-throw of it, for at that diſtance there is 8 fathoms. Having got 


round the head of it, you are to make a N. N. E. courſe to the 


Little Turk, which you may then ſee; and you will loſe the ſoundings, 


as ſoon as you have brought the reef any thing to the ſouthward of 


you. 


for when your anchor is gone in 5 fathoms, -within muſquet ſhot of 


It is 2 leagues from the reef to the 8. W. Point of the Little 
Salt Key, near which you may anchor, but the Bank is very ſteep,; 


the ſhore, you will find the ſhip in 29 fathoms, and no ground, 


a very little way aſtern. 


The anchorage towards the north part 


where there is a croſs) is not better: you bong one Point N. N. 


or N. E. by N. and the other Point S. by 


or S. 8. W. you 


muſt look for clear ground, or you will have your cable cut with the 
rocks, Theſe places are only when the trade wind is ſettled, for you 
muſt not be caught here with any other. 

Little Salt Key is N. by E. from Sand Key, and lies N. by E. like the 
two others ; it is of a triangular form, its greateſt length being ſome- 
thing more than 3 miles; it is higher than Sand Key, and you will 


ſee here and there, ſome little riſi 
buſhes and ſmall trees fit only for 


tre 


or hillocks, and a great man 
wood. A few Gum Trees — 


in the north part, with ſome ſmall Cotton Trees, ſufficient to make one 


believe that they would grow very well, if they were properly culti- 
vated. The pound 1s nothing but ſand at a great depth ; there are 


but few ſpots 


t for the ie: 


of Mayze or Millet, 


| © Soon after the late peace, Cum D'Eftaing, being Governor of St. Domingo, 
that nobleman erected a-pyramid, or ſea mark, on Sand Key, and gave it the 


name of Phare-Choiſeul, in honour of the illuſtrious miniſter of that name, then 
at the bead of the French Marine. - This pyramid was ſcarcely erected, when 


the Engliſh leyelled it with the ground. 


H 


In 
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In 175 3, there were 10 or 12 Engliſh people upo gathering ſalt, 


which was made without any trouble, of a prodigious whiteneſt. 
This falt is only made uſe of for daily conſumption ; but many people 
think it would do as well to falt meat: about 10 or 12000 quarters 
are gathered annually in a fingle Salt Pond about 40 
rcuik, or ? 
The Little Turk has no other freſh water but the rain water found 
in the hollow of the rocks, and which would be ſufficient for a greater 
number of inhabitants. The Salt-rakers live upon Lizards , which 


are large and in great quantity; they make cakes of Mayze, or a 


p of it, in which they boil the Lizards. There are alſo plenty of 
— Land Crabs, which are well taſted, and have never hurt 
body, though they have been eaten to exceſs. They have few birds 
on the iſland, except the Flamengos, which are not common nor 
eaſy to catch; their fleſh is oily, their fat red, and the taſte infipid ; 
but with falt and pimento, the Raters make a dainty diſh of that bird. 
Shell-fiſh is found in great quantity round the iſland, as well as ſeveral 
ſpecies of fiſh, and among them ſome of excellent taſte; but you can 
catch them only with a line, 

This ifland has been exactly ſurveyed, and its latitude, determined 
by aſtronomical obſervations, was found to be 21 deg. 20 min, N, 


SECT. IV. (1/t Part.) Deſcription of the Great 
Salt Key, or Grand Turk. 


WHEN you hare got up to the North Point of the Lire Salt 


Xey, you will ſee the Great Key bearing N. N. E. 2 leagues ; 
as ſoon as you are clear of the reefs which run off from the Little Turk 
two cables lengths, the Bank continues from this N. E. by N. to the 
South Point of the Great KY, for. which you ſhould make a N. N. E. 
courſe, though you might run along the weſt edge of the Bunk in 
fathoms, or might indeed anchor upon it, as you would be thelte 
from the Trade Wind by the Bank and its Keys. | You muſt, how- 
ever, tale care in ſtecring N. E. of a reef which runs off from Cozren 
Ay W. by N. ſeldom ſhewing itſelt in moderate weather, and ſtreteh- 
ing as far as the South Point of the Great? Salt Key. 

If you mean to inchor on the weſt fide, which is pretty much like 
to that at Litele Salt Ruy, (though not ſo good as at Sand Ary), you 
had better keep along the Bank, for tear ot getting too tat to the i 


+ Theſe Lizard: are 2 ſpecies of Iguana, the fleſh of which is a moſt pernicious 
feod to deople infected with the venereal Mieaſe ; it not only irritates the evil te 
iurpriding Ccgree, but even revives it when u {ccms totally cured. 


ward, 


7 


— 
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ward, and haul in weſt fram an hillack, which way be plainly diſ- 
tinguiſhed : when near in, the Bank is very ſteep, and looks ſhoal z 
but you will find 4 or 5 fathoms water very cloſe to the land. You 
muſt, however, ſtand in only upon a white water, till you bring 
Engliſh Point E. by N.; off that are ſome breakers quite cloſe to the 
thore, and there 18 ſhoal water ; when the beforementioned hillock 
bears E. by S. you may anchor within 4 a cable's length of the ifland, 
looking out for clear 4 Yes Engliſh Point will then bear North, 
and the South Point 8. E. your anchor will be in 4 or 5 fathoms, the 
ſhip in 9 or 10, and her ſtern in 20, 25, or perhaps no ground to be 
found. It will be prudent in ſtaying here to obſerve when the 
Trade Wind dies, for you have very little room to turn; you 
would alſo always buoy your cables, for the ſandy bottom is full of 
large ſtones, among which you often Joſe your cables and anchors, 

The veſſels which load ſalt, generally anchor to the northward af 
Engliſh Point, that being nearer to the Sal. Pond; but neither the 
Heller nor the ground are ſo good as at the other place. No paſſage 
is to be found to the ſouth ward of this ifland, but for a boat, as there 
a reef which is a branch of that which ſurrounds the weather fide 

of theſe Keys and Banks. 10 

The Great Salt Key has the beſt ground of the three iſlands; it is 
covered with graſs fit for cattle, and in ſeveral places, might be culti- 
vated, The trees, though higher than thoſe of Lite Salt Key, are 
only fit for fire- wood. Here are Snipes, Ortolans, Ducks, and many 
Sea Birds, and fome Doves. You have alſo Lobfers, many largo 
Land Crabs, and ſeveral kinds of Shell-fiſh The ſea abounds with 
fh, which you may catch with the line or with the ſeine : the ſpe - 
cies are the — as thoſe round the other Keys, but more numerous, 
and among them is the Mallet, one of beſt fiſh. in the / 
Ladies. 

Of the two Salt Ponds which are on the Key, one only furniſhes 
ſalt; it is about 4200 yards wide, and its middling bread/h above 
200, It produces three times as much as the Pond of /Little Salt 
Key ; but the grain of the ſalt is coarſer, and not fo b that of 
this laſt Key. . 

The latitude of the Grand Turk, by a very accurate nonycal, 
obſervation, is 21 deg. 26 min. 42 ſec. ' 


SECT. IV. (ad Part.) Remarks. on the reſt of 
the Keys: which are upon the Turks Iſlands Bank. 


TO windward of the Tyrks lands (that is ro ſay to the eaſtyard) 
are ſeveral little barren Keys, which have. been hitherto unknown, 
and, moſt of them never laid 4 in any chart.— The a o 
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theſe are three rocks called, The Twins; they lie 2 of a mile Eaſt 
from the South Part of the Great Salt Key, and are very near together. 
S. E. one mile from theſe is Pelican's Key, lying North and South 
about + of a mile long and very narrow. Bird Key, which is larger, 
is about 2 miles and + in the ſame line. A reef, with great breakers, runs 
from one to the other of theſe Keys, ending at another ſmall one, 
called, Breeches Key, which has two rocks at the South End, and is 
cloſe to the 8. E. of Bird Key. To the ſouthward of theſe you 
might come in upon the Bank, there being from 10 to 6 fathoms. 
water. Between the N. E. Point of Little Salt Key, and Bird Key, 
is another called Cotton Key; it lies near South from the Great Salt 
Key about 4 miles , and is the largeſt of all; it is quite barren, with 
here and there a ſmall buſh; but innumerable quantities of birds re- 
ſort to this Key, chiefly Joaroos, whoſe number darken the air; — 
are not good to eat, but they may be of a great reſource in the mont 
of May, when they lay their eggs; you might in an hour's time fill 
ſeveral hogſheads with eggs, which are equal in goodneſs to hens eggs. 
From the name of this Key, it might be expected that 1t produces a 
great deal of cotton, but it grows in a very ſmall quantity, and of a 
very bad kind. | | 


General Olſervations on Grand Turk Ifland, and Turks 
Iſlands Paſſage, coming from the Northward, made in 
rhe Sir Edward Hawke Schooner, in October 1770, by 
Captain Heſter. | 


© WHEN bound to the Old Riding Place at the Grand Turk, 
& your eye muſt be your pilot, or you will come from no ground im- 
* mediately into white water, when you muſt be very briſk in let- 
4 ting go your anchor, as it is very little more than + of a mile from 
« no ground to the beach, with not more than 4 or 5 feet water on 
& it; and from the outer edge of the Bank to the reef, not above a 
« cable's length diſtance, It is very rocky ground all in and about 
«the anchorage. Bring the center of the higheſt hill you ſee in 
&« the Bay to bear E. than ſteer right for it, till you come into white 
„ water, and you will have 44 fathoms, white ſand. | 

„From Oftober 6th. to Oftober 9th. the N. Point of the Grand 
1% Turk bore North, and the South Point S. E.; Salt Key S. by W. 4 
„ W.; the body of the town Eaſt ; the extremes of ditto N. E. by 
« E. to 8. E. diſtance off ſhore 1] mile; diſtance of the reef 14 
cable; depth of water at the anchor + leſs than 7 fathoms ; veered 
& out to half a cable, then had 17 fathoms under the ſtern, The 


& Caycos Key from W. + N. to N. W. by W. wind at E. by r 
8 5 « tu 
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« tude 21 deg. 28 min.]; variation 6 deg, 40 min. E. Tides riſe 
and fall about 3 and 4 feet; a N. N. E. moon makes high water, 
& Currents yery uncertain. The Autumnal Equinox ſubject to 
North winds; and rain very variable; the Vernal Equinox to the 
„ contrary. | 

„% Wood may be cut with leave at Grand Turk; water is ſcarce 


and very bad. They have no proviſions; but turtle and fiſh may 


© be caught at times. The trade confiſts in ſalt, {with which they 
* IL about 200 veſſels annually for America, and the adjacent 
2 . ; 
„Though I ſhould not much recommend Turks Mandi Paſſage in 
* coming from the South, looking upon it to be both tedious and 
hazardous, yet I ſhould prefer it coming from the northward to 
© the _— by the Caycos. | 
„The North Point of the Grand Turk, lies in latitude 21 deg. 30 
% min. To make this ifland{coming from the ſea, run down in the pa- 
„ rallel of 21 deg. 40 min. when you think you draw nigh them, 
night coming on, and ſeeing nothing, ſtand off to the northward, 
under an eaſy fail, endeavouring to be as near the ſame place at 
_ ** day-light, as you was the preceding evening; but do not fail 
„ farther to the weſtward than what you could ſee the night before, 
and keep running down in the above latitude, It may ſo happen, 
«+ that you will be obliged to do the ſame thing the ſecond night, 
„if not the third; but that depends on the juſtneſs of your reckon- 
ing. You cannot well paſs the Turks [ſands in the latitude above- 
* ſaid, without ſeeing them; likewiſe you would make the N. E. 
part of the Great Cayco, which lies to the N. W. of the Grand 
„% Turk, There is a reef which runs to the northward of him, 
about two miles, but nothing but what is diſcernable. The courſe 
„through is 8. S. W. 7 leagues; and then you are in the open 
channel, between all the iſlands and the North fide of H;/paniola, 
© and may ſhape your courſe as you pleaſe. | 
« It is true, the channel between the Caycos and Mayaguana is 
« wide; but when I conſider the difficulties which will ariſe, from 
&« thick, blowing, - hazy weather, and night coming on; from your 
« being more in the ſtream and way of currents, between the reef 
“off the 8. E. End of Mayaguana, and the back of the Great 
60 Cayco; from the poſſibility of driving, or paſſing between them 
« without ſeeing them, &c. all this would make me give the pre- 
&« ference to Turk Paſſage. In attempting the Caycos Paſſage, coming 
from the northward you would not be able, at leaſt it would not be 
& adviſeable, to run in the night, any more than in endeavouring 
„ for the ether; and in caſe of a continuation of blowing hazy 
„ weather, you might be puzzled, and at à loſs how to be- 
„have, if, (which could very well happen) you was ſurpriſed 
© with the breach of the Hogfties. Whereas, by endeavouring 
© for the Grand Turk NMand, though you ſhould paſs him, Nm 
be 


would be ſure of making the Great Cayco, and then it ſhou 
64 but 
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but running down aback of him, and chooſe your channel and time, 
either to windward or leeward of Heneaga, having a known de- 


* 


« parture to go from.“ 


Additional Obſervations on the Turks Iſlands Paſſage, 


coming from the Northward, made by Mr. Biſhopy— 
on board his Majeſty's Ship the Sphinx, in 175.— 


„ THE firſt year of the preſent war, as we were failing from 
& New York, it was my intention to come in by the V Corcois, 
&« (the Paſſige by which the French ſhips fail out) in hopes of inter- 
& cepting them; and the Keys being low, we ſtood to the ſouthward 
in the day time, but kept off to the northward with little ſail du- 
& ring the night. One evening ſeeing land, we tacked and ſtood off. 
© The next morning we ſtocd in for the land, which we found to be 
„ the northernmoſt Key of Turks Hande, when it appeared like ſand 
„ Hills, and a round rock detached from the North End of it, with 
a ſhoal that runs north oft the rock about 3 miles; about noon we 
& were abreaſt of it; and I found by obſervation, our latitude to be 
„21 deg. 47 min. N.; out of our main - top we could then ſee the 
„Keys upon the V. Corcois q, one of which bore W. N. W. another 
„ W. and a third of a great length S. W.; my diſtance I judged 
„to be about 4 leagues from the neareſt, we then being 2 or 
„ miles to the weſtward of the Northern Key of Twrks /ſlands, ſo 
<« we kept our courſe 8. S. W.; as we paſſed the firſt great Key, we 
* could ſec the veſſels at anchor, Keeping ſtill the fame courſe, we 
& paſſed the ſecond and third Keys, and by our run I was ſatisfied 
that the ſouthernmoſt Key f lies in latitude 21 deg. 30 min. At 
the maſt- head I could ſee the Corcois Key Welt Southerly, ſtretching 
„to the 8. W. From the laſt Key I made our courſe in the night 
„S. by E. diſtance 11 leagues; and in the morning, being calm, 
„I tried for a current, but found none; then from the maſt-head I 
+ ſaw the high land to the eaitward of Monte Chriſto, being 8. 
« byW, | 


+ The Cay were very little known by the Engliſh at that time; and if he 
means the weit, or Liu Cayce, it appears by what follows, that My, B;49p took 
tuat Little Key for the largeſt of the Bank. 

h + "the Great Cayco Bank. 2 

+ Sond Key; this latitude is erroneous. See above the Deſcription of that, 

Key, Scct. II. part 1. | | 
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Remarks on the Bank called, The Square Handkerchief, 


or Abreojos *. 


SECT. I. 


THE Sgrare Handherchicf had been almoſt unknown till 1763, 

when the French bark, the Eagle, ſent to explore the Paſſages 
to the northward of Hiſpaniola, had occaſion to make fome obſerva- 
tions upon this Bank of ſhoals and rocks. Having made the Turks 
Landi, ſhe took her departure from Sand Key, and ran from thence 
8. E. 7 leagues, when ſhe fell in with the breakers on the lee fide of 
the Suare Handkerchief, which were then about a mile and a half 
from her. She went along 3 leagues, and this part appeared to be N, 
and S. rounding to the eaſtward at both ends. The breeze was very 
ſtrong, which prevented the bark getting to the eaſtward, to know 
how Ar the breakers went that way: but as ſhe made a direct courſe, | 
her run was ſhort, and the ſituation of Sand Key being well known, 
it determines that North edge of the Snare Handkerchief to be in 
latitude 21 deg: 5 min. and the South edge in 20 deg. 54 min. and 
the Paſſage between theſe dangers and the Eaſt fide of urks [lands, 
to be at leaſt 7 leigues wide. As to the extent and circumference of 
the Square Handkerchief, they are quite unknown; but it is ſuppoſed 
to be a ſhoal bank, like the others, with little Keys ſcattered upon it, 
among which there may be ſhelter for ſmall veſſels, 


SECT. II. Deſcription of Silver Key, * or Phip's 
Plate, &'c, tranſlated from the French. - 
SILVER KEY is a Bank of large extent, with ſeveral little low 
iſlands, or ſand Keys, almoſt even with the water, and rocks under 


+ A Spaniſh galleon having been wrecked on this Key; and Mr. Phips 
making atterwards ſeveral attempts to fi ſh out the dollars, was the origin of the 
games by wluch it is known. 

water 
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water on which the ſea breaks, but which have paſſages through them 
for ſmall veſſels to ſhelter themſelves ; it makes two banks, cen 


which there is a deep channel; the largeſt, or Nori Reef, is pro- 
perly Silver Key, or Phipss Plate; the ſmalleſt is called South Reef. 

ey are ſaid to have been a retreat for privateers and pirates; they 
muſt however be well acquainted with theſe ſhoals who venture among 
them. All ſhips bound to Hiſpaniola, take care not to go near them; 
and their latitude and ſituation are ſufficiently known, to enable people 
who are obliged to paſs between Silver Key and the Iſland to keep 
clear of theſe dangers, 


By the repeated obſervations of ſeveral Navigators, the middle of 


Silver Key is in latitude 20 deg. 16 min. and its ſuppoſed longitude 


69 dez. 17 min. W. from London. The North-Weſt part of the 


Bank bears from Old Cape Frangois N. by E. + E. about 16 leagues; 
and the South-Weſt part N. N. E. 2 deg. E. about 14 leagues. 

Four Navigators agree that the South part of South Reef is in 
latitude 20 deg. 9 min. The length and breadth of both Reefs are 
not known. 

The French frigate, the Kmerald, was ſent there in 1743, but did 
not make ſuch ſatisfactory obſervations as could have been expected: 
ſhe made the reefs on the lee fide, that is the weſt fide ; but the winds 
were ſo much againſt her that ſhe could not go round them, nor allow 
her boats to go within the bank : what follows is an extract of the 
journal of that ſhip. | 

% Friday 26th. Fan. 1753, at 6 A. M. having 5 deg. var. eaſterly 
& ſaw Cape Cabron (which is the North-Eaſt part of Hiſpaniola) 
4% bearing 8. 8. E. 5 deg. 'S. diſtance 8 or 9 leagues. Samana S. 8. 
„E. 11 or 12 leagues; all by compaſs. From 6 to 8 the courſe 
% was N. E. 5 deg. E. 2 leagues; then brought to, and hoiſted out 
* our boats. At 9 ſteered the ſame courſe, and ſaw ſeveral Birds, 
* Sharks, and Sea Weeds. From 9 till noon, the courſe has been 
„% N. E. 4 deg. 2 leagues and 3, lat. obſ. 20 deg. 8 min. N. 
% longit. from Paris 71 deg. 46 min. W. Saw Cape Cabron bearing 
« by compaſs S. 2 deg. W. 13 leagues. 

„ From noon till 4 paſt 4 almoſt calm, or very little wind at 8. 
« S. E. courſe N. by F. + N. 2 leagues; from that to 6 quite calm 
« var. 5 deg. Eaſterly, thought we ſaw Cape Cabron 8. S. E. about 
* 14 leagues. From 6 to 8 light airs of wind; courſe N. by W. 


« 4 dep. N. 1 mile 4, brought to on the ſtarboard tack till 2 in the 


% morning, and then brought to on the larboard tack. At 7 P. 
„% M. we were by our reckoning in latitude 20 deg. 14 min. N. and 
„ long. 71 deg. 52 min. W.; and at 6 in the morning by our drift, and 
our courſe corrected, made us in latitude 20 deg. 17 min. N. and 
long. 71 deg. 14 min. W. 
Saturday, 27th Jan. When J brought to laſt night, I let go 
an anchor on the larboard fide of 780 . with 20 fathoms of a 6 inch 
% hawfer; and on the ſtarboard fide I had a lead of 50 J. with 20 


* fathoms of line, that we might know when we got ſoundings, I =_ 
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alſo the boat a mile and a half to leeward of us in the live of our 


& drift, who kept ſounding likewiſe with 20 fathoms ot lite, and 
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had ſwivels and falſe fires to make ſignals with. | 
* At + paſt 6 in the morning, the boat farther off, and went away 
to the weſtward; at 4 paſt 7 we drove in the ſame manner as veſter- 
day, with a breeze at Eaſt, and ſmooth water. We faw Birds, 
Sharks, Sa Weeds, &c. and white water which might be taken 
for ſand banks, with tiplings of tides, produced by the calms and 
the reflection of the clouds: we ſounded in patiuuy through fome 
of them, without getting ground. We find a dull twell trom the 
northward, 

„At +4 paſt 7 in the morning we were in latitude 20 deg. 17 min. 
N. and long. 71 deg. 44 min. W.; from that to noon our courſe 
was W. 5 deg. N. 2 leagues + lat. obſ. 20 deg. 22 min. N. and 
ſuppoſed longit. 72 deg. 1 min. W. 
% From noon till 4 paſt 5 ſteered W. 8. W. and ſometimes W. 
then called the boars back. We ſounded ſeveral times, but never got 
ground with 100 fathoms of line. Courſe made good from noon 
was W. 3 deg. N. 2 leag. 2, var. 5 deg. E. at that time ſaw Old 
Cape Frangois bearing 8. 13 leagues. We brought to on the lar- 
* 1 tack, the wind from E. to 8. E. till next morning at 2 

alt 3. | | 

. Sunday, 28th Jan. This morning at + paſt 3 o'clock, the boat 
which was to leeward of us, made the fignal for having foundings ; 
four minutes after, the people forward called out that our anchor 
had caught ground; immediately founded, and had 15 fathoms 


water, ſandy ground; the boat, who ſounded at 2 or 3 cables 


lengths from us, had the ſame ſoundings, but we had no ground 
from E. 8. E. to N. E. and N. being certain of the nature of the 
bottom, found only 10 fathoms more of the hawſer; and I hung 
the anchor of 15 hundred weight, a cock bill, which I armed with 
a chain, as I did alſo the bower anchors. 

% From 4 paſt 5 in the evening to my anchoring, we drove 8. W. 
by S. 2 deg. S. 2 leagues ; the latitude by account was therefore 
at 3 o'clock in the morning 20 deg. 15 min. N. and the long, 72 
deg. 12 min, W. We furled all our fails with rope yarns; Var. 5 
deg. E. We caught all ſorts of fiſh, and faw a Turtle. At ſun 
riſe, we ſaw the land bearing S. W. by S. about 14 leagues. A 
breeze ſprung up at Eaſt ; gentle gale and {tooth water. At 8, 
ſent one boat to ſound to the northward, and another to the ſouth- 
ward; the latter came back at 3 P. M. her true courſe was 8. 8. 
W. though ſhe had ſtood 8. 8. E. having had a current to the 
weſtward, In going from the frigate 2 leagues, the boat found 1 55 
16, 17, 18, 19, 20 fathoms, ſand and gravel; and having made 
a ſweep of 4 a league to weſtward, ſhe came back N. E. by N. 
and found the ſame ſoundings, I changed the boats crew and im- 
mediately ſent her to found to the weſtward, and in going from 


I 40 tho 


66 Directions for Sailing through 


6 the ſhip one league, ſne had 15, 16, 17, 18 fathome, fine ſand: having 
taken a round of + a league to the Northward, ſhe came back E. S. E. 
& and had much the ſame ſoundings, which appear in ſtreaks of black 
„ and white, running Eaſtward and Weſtward, in conſequence of the 
* currents which we tried before, or rather tides, for they ran Weſt- 
&« ward only 5 or 6 hours. We only ſaw the ground when we looked 
vertically on it, ſo it does not ſhew itſelf in 14 or 15 fathoms; but 
« jtis not ſo when there is only 24 or 3 fathoms, for then it has the 
„ appearance of being quite ſhoal. 

„% The great boat returned at 5 P. M. having got ſoundings for 
& 22 leagues to the Northward, in 14 and 15 fathoms. She _ 
«© one of her buoys with a white flag upon it in 14 fathoms. Having 
„ ſteered from it N. N. E. but having a Weſtern current, her true 
„ courſe W. N. ſhe found ſtill 14 fathoms, corally bottom: when ſhe 
„ had ran this way + a league, ſhe ſaw a /andy white Key, which 
* having paſſed at the diſtance of 2 or 3 cables lengths, ſhe deſcried a- 
4 nother to the N. W. about the ſame height, and being between 
t theſe, diſtant from each other about 4 of a league, ſhe ſaw another 
% N, N. E. from her about the ſame diſtance. xr | 

& Theſe three Banks or Keys make a triangle, and between each of 
c them there is 14 fathoms. The great boat placed her ſecond buoy 
© on the laſt of them, when ſhe had by a good obſervation 20 deg, 
4% 31 min. lat. which agrees with that on board the frigate, which 
& was 20 deg. 21 min. The boat then returned to the firſt buoy, 
„ which ſhe took up, looking upon it as uſeleſs, and having gone a 4 
„of a league Eaſt, ſhe loſt the ſoundings, and did not get them 
„again, upon a S. 8. W. courſe, till within half a cable's length of 
6 the frigate. 

66 Tt appears to me certain that we anchored on the Weſtern part of 
& the Little Key or (South Reef), and 3 leagues South of the ſhoal of 
<« the Great Key or (North Reef), and that our ſoundings to the Weſt- 
„ ward, which is the beſt ground for anchoring, are between the two 
« Keys; yet I did not dare at that time to venture any further in up- 
& on the ſoundings; but my intention was to go upon the Southern 
edge of the South Reef, when I ſhould have had the South open, to 
6 clear every thing in a North wind, and from thence I ſhould have 
© ſent the boats to ſound round the flag I left upon one of the Keys 
«© to direct our operations.“ 

It appears from the Emerald's courſes and obſervations that ſhe 
anchored N. by E. 4 deg. E. 13 or 14 leagues from Old Cape Frangoi:, 
and the Keys where the flag was left about 16 leagues. 

Several Navigators make mention of a ſhoal, 5 or 6 leagues to the 
Eaitward of Phip's Plate, which is called Eat Reef; and there is a- 
nother about 15 leagues to the N. E. where the Superb and Scœcru men 
ef war have anchored in 6 and 8 fathoms, ſandy ground. 


** 
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Diredtions for the Navigation along the Coaſt of 
Hiſpaniola, or St. Domingo, coming from the Welt- 
ward. 


SECT. I. Diredtions for Sailing along the Coaſt, to 
Cape Frangois, by Captain Heſter. 


© FN coming from the Weſtward to Cape Frangors, give the N. E. 
„part of the Iſland Tor/udas * a good birth; and L you get to 
„% windward of the Eaſt End of the Iſland, you may ſee Cape Frangois. 
« The land to the Weſt of Port Paix ſhuts to the Northward a low 
„ Point, and riſes gradually towards the South, to a high mountain, 
„with a ſugar loaf at tœ top; and then it falls lower on the fame fide 
& toa large valley, where it riſes quick to another prodigious high 
% mountain, which is ſmooth at the top; it is the higheſt land on 
e this part of H:/paniola ; it bears 8. E. by S. from the Eaſt End of 
« Tortudas, 6 or 7 leagues. The high land after this to Southward, is 
6 a large ſugar loaf, with a little one to the South of it, which are 
e both 100r 12 miles in the Country. The next high land or Point 
« which is ſeen by the water fide, is Cape Frangois; it makes at firſt 
« like a ſaddle, till you come nigher, and there appears a low Point 
& which ſhuts, from the Eaſtward, to the Eaſt part of the ſaddle land: 
4 this low land is the Cape f. 

„If you come from the Northward, run fo far to the Eaſtward, as 
« to bring the Pitch of the Cape, or the Caſtle on the Cape (which you 
« may ſee 4 leagues off) to bear 8. W. by S. and then follow the pre- 
_ — directions. Sometimes there is a ſmall red flag on a buoy 
„ on the Weſt ſhoal, and a white flag on the ſhoal on the South Side; 
„% and ſometimes a branch of a tree on each the ſhoals, and no flag. 


4 See the deſcription of this Iſland and Port Paix, in the General Direfions for ga- 
ing through the Paſſage, &c. 
« On the outſide of the Cape Land, ſays My. Piſhop, © there is a little Har- 
10 r called Little Cape Francois; and to the Weſtward of the ſame Cape Lo there 
« js a ſandy Bay, fit only for boats. Five miles to the Weſtward of which is a 
« good place to anchor in, and likewiſe for watering; which we availed ourſelves 
« of during the war with Spain, and named it C:mberland Bay, You may anchor 
1 in 7 fathoms water, bringing the Point N. N. E. and the river where we filled 
« ourcaſks E. S. E. diſtance three quarters of a mile. A little to the Weſtward of 
1 this is a moſt pleaſant Ifland, where the Gentry of Cape Francois often regale 
% themielves'”, 
I 2 „The 
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„ The leading mark is to keep the Eaſt End of the Ifland Tortudas 
open with the Point of the Cape land. 

The courſe from the Eaſt 1 End of Tortxdas to the Cape, is 
“S8. E. by E. 4 8. 11 or 12 leagues.” | 


SECT. II. Directions fer going into the Harbour of 
Cape Frangois, or the Cape; tranſlated from the 
French ; with the Remarks made y Captain Heſter. 


CA FRANCO]S is only a Bav, opened to the North and Eaſt 
winds, before which is a conſiderable extent of fand banks, reefs, and 
rocks, by which it is ſheltered from the ſea, What is called the Port, 
is in the bottom of the Bay, about à of a mile from the town: the 
Weſt Point going in, which is high and ficep, is called Point Picolet 
(CaprLand); off this Point there is a rock called Rock Picolet, and theſe 
are the chief marks for going in. 

You muſt ſtand for theſe marks till you have brought the Biſhop's 
Cap (which is an high mountain with 3 points, about 2 leagues inland) 
on with a hillock near the water fide in the bottom of the Bay; you 
are then to ſteer for the Gros Mouton Bank till you have opened Rock - 
Picolet, clear of the Point of the ſame name: then haul away 8. E. by 
E. to go between the Gros Mouton Bank, and the Keys. Thoſe who 
keep the fartheſt off haul for the Pelit Mouton Bank, which breaks 
with the leaſt ſwell; of which they go within piſtol ſhot, then bear 
away for the hillock near the water fide, in the bottom of the Bay, 
keeping South to avoid the Trompenſe Bank, on which is a beacon, 
which you leave on the larboard fide, going in, though there is, water 
on either fide, it being bold all round. 

All theſe Keys break if their is any ſwell without ; and you may ſee 
the Paſſage, for they have not more than 2 or 3 feet water on them, 
as well as the Pe/it Mouton; but there is 4 or 5 feet on the Cros 
Mouton, and 7 or 8 upon the tail of it which ſtretches towards the 
Paſlage : this part and the Tromper/c, which has 5 or 6 feet water, 
never ſhew themſelves, therefore you muit ſtand quite up to the 
middle of the Petit Mouton, within piſtol ſhot, to avoid the tail of 
the other. | | ; 
When you have brought the Tromper/e to bear N. E. at three or four 
cables lengths diſtance, you may anchor any where in the town, in 6 or 
7 fathoms water, muddy ground. # 

Therxg is a Paſſige to the Weſtward of the Gros Monton, within 2 or 
3 cables lengths of the land; but it is difficult for thoſe who are not uſed 


t By the Fa Fu muſt he underſtood here the Dog's Head, a ſteep Point, which 
Is ; leagues Nurth-weſtward of the kalternmoit Font. 
. to 
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to it, as you muſt go within 2 cables lengths of the Gros Mouton, to a- 
void a Bank, before you come to the roid, which runs at leaſt 500 fa- 
thoms from the land, and has about 5 feet water on it. 

The winds muſt be at N. E. to enter the Harbour, becauſe you are 
obliged to ſteer 8. E. by S. and even 8. 8. E. the breezes are very 
regular; they come from the land in the evening, and very often 
during night; but about 10 or 11 in the morning, after an interval of 
calm, they chop about E. N. E. or N. E.—Obſferve, that the ſtrong 
Norths throw a great ſwell into this Port. 

The Town is ſituated on the Weſt fide, about 2 miles from Point 
Picolet, cloſe to the water, and near the mountains. Its latitude is 19 
deg. 45 min. 45 ſec. N.; and its longitude by the moſt exact 
a{tronomical obſervations, 74 deg. 38 min. 25 ſec. from Paris, or 72 
deg. 13 min. 10 ſec. from London. | | | 

Though the French account of Cape Frangois is very particular, 
the remarks made on that Harbour by Captain Hefter, will be ſtill very 
inſtructive to Navigators, and we beg leave to tranſcribe them from his 

ournal, | 
: &* [,owwe/toff, from the bth tothe 23d of Auguſt, 1770. To ſail into Cape 
- * Francois from the ſea, there is a remarkable {date hill on the back 
land; and a very remarkable hammock or clump hill by the water 
« ſide; theſe in one will lead you in to the outer edge of the outer 
reef: when in one they bear 8. + W. the Cape is 8. by W. ſteer 
in from the ſea, till you ſee the outer Point of the reef, which you 
are almoſt ſure of ſeeing : then haul up S. E. and S. E. by S. to 


avoid the inner reef; when you bring the Church, which is a large 


„building, with a ſquare ſteeple, on with the middle of the town, 
© where is the Grand Battery, you ber up, and come to an anchor. 

„ When at anchor, the Cape N. by W. 14 mile. Body of the 
„% Town W. by S8. 418. Remarkable Saddle Hill S. + W. Clump 
« ditto 8. Flag on the S8. E. Point of the inner reef N. N. E. Z E. 
one mile. The Eaſternmoſt land E. by 8. 48. Monte Chriſto E. 
* by N. 3 N. Lat. 19 deg. 50 min. Tides, none. Variation 6 deg. 
% 40 min. E. Wood, to be purchaſed. Water is very good; vou fill 
ent the Town your caſks in your boat, from a pipe and a hoſe, which 
& is ſupplied from a fountain. In Auguſt and September it is fome- 
« times dry; then you are obliged to go 3 or 4 miles up the River. 
« Freſh and falt Proviſions are to be purchaſed, at moſt times; Vege- 
tables of all kinds; Fiſh in abundance; likewiſe Fruit in the ſeaſon ; 
but there is a ſcarcity of Turtle,” | 


SECT. III. Directions for Sailing to Port Dauphin, 
| formerly Bayaha. 


FROM the entrance of Cape Frangois to Bayaha the coaſt lies 
Ealterly about 6 leagues; there is a reef along it, which runs off near 
| a mile, 
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a mile, with only 4 or 5 feet water upon it. About equal diſtance 
from each other is a little Bay called Caraco/, which 1s only fit for 
ſmall veſſels, being barred by the Reef. 

Bayaha, or Port Dauphin is one of the fineſt Ports in the Iſland of 
Hi/paniola ; it would contain a great number of ſhips, as much ſhut up 
as in a baſon. 

To go into this place you muſt make Monte Chriſto, running to the 
Weſtward of it about 4 leagues; then ſteer S. by W. till you ſee three 
little Iſlands, which are 3 leagues Weit of Monte Gbriſo; you muſt 
leave them five or fix miles on the larboard fide, for it is ſhoal off thoſe 
Iſlands ; and when you have brought the Southernmoſt of the three 
to bear E. by N. you muſt then ſteer 8. W. or S. W. by S. till you 
ſee the entrance of Port Dauphin. | 

The Channel runs N. by E. and S. by W. about 3 miles to Lezard 
aud. There are three principal Points on each fide, which form 
Bays ; the firſt, on the bene) fide, has a little reef 25 fathoms from 
it, which generally breaks, and has 18 or 20 fathoms water cloſe to it, 
From the ſecond Points on each fide, rocky banks run off near 30 fa- 
thoms, but you will have 4 or 5 fathoms water on them. Having 
paſſed theſe two Points, you will find it clear, and bold to on each 
nde, from 15 to 25 fathoms water, and a muddy bottom 

Hort Dauphin is one of the fineſt Harbours which can be ſeen, being 
only 3 of a league broad; but about one league up, it divides into two 
branches, one to the S. E. the other the S. W.in both which are ſeveral 
little Iilands fo ſteep to, that you may careen the largeſt ſhips along fide 
of them. You may anchor near the land, and carry an hawſeron ſhore : 
the ground is good every where; the only inconvenience here is that 
the river in the bottom is very deep, and you muſt goa great way up 
before you find the water freſh. 


SECT. IV. Iiſtructions for Manchanecel Bay. 


Manchaneel Bay is 5 or 6 miles to the Northward of Port Danphin; 
it 1s quite clear, and you may come within + of a mile of the land in 
every part of it. If you come from the Eaſtward you muſt look out 
for the Sven Brothers, which in fine weather may be ſeen near two 
leagues off ; you muſt not come nearer than a mile to them ; between 
them there is no Paſſage. You are to come round the Weſternmoſt 
at the diſtance of about a mile, and ſicer S. E. by E. for Point Yeaco, 
which you approach within piſtol ſhot, It is but low, but covered with 
trees, and makes this Bay, into which the further you run up, the bet- 
ter you will be ſheltered, | 

It you come in from the Sea, or from the Weſtward, you need not 
come nearer than two leagues to the Seven Brothers, running in for 


"TY 
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the land, at above a league's diſtance, till you fee the Bay, in which 
ou will have 10 fathoms water, about 3 ot a mile from the bottom. 
The I a} re By which divides the Spaniſh and French terri- 


tories falls inpb the Bay. It would be very difficult, if not impoſſible, 
to water thery, as you mult go up the River near 2 leagues to get any: 
there is a Guard and a Hatto“ on each fide, one belonging to the 
Spaniards, the other to the French. The Emerald frigate, which we 
have more than once mentioned, anchored in 1753, within 3 miles of the 
Spaniſh Guard, and one mile + from the land. 

But to anchor properly, and to be in the beſt ſhelter, you ſhould run 
along the inſide of Point Ycaco, and anchor in 6 fathoms, muddy 
bottom. All the anchoring places are within the Spaniſh territory, 
where the land is low, marſhy, and covered with Mangroves. It would 
ſcarce be poſſible to fortify and defend this Bay, as it is as eaſy to go 
in as to get out, having regular land and ſca breezes, and quite ſecured 
from any ſwell. A ſhip which had loſt her anchors might run in upon 
the muddy ſhore; the landing is very eaſy ; here is Game and Fiſh, 
and you may buy Bullocks, Corus, and Hogs from the Spanuards. 


SECT. V. ( 1/t Part Py Inſtrudions for Monte Chriſto 
(Monta Chriſta, or Monte Chriſti, of the Sailors), 
and the Seven Brothers; tranſlated from the French. 


Monte Chriſto is more open than Manchancel Bay, though in it there 
is good anchorage, and well ſheltered from the N. E., Eaſt, and 8. E. 
which are the ſtrong breezes; and in the Norths you niizht anchor in 
5 or 4 fathoms under the Ifland of Monte Chriffo, The Spamards 
have made a Settlement, and built a Town there which they are 
fortifying; and in ſo doing they committed two faulrs ; firſt, 
placing it under a hill, by which it is commanded ; and fecondly, by 
not having their guns to command the anchorage, formed by the Ifland 
of Monte Chriſto, on which they will be obliged to raiſe a battery. 
You will find there the ſame reſources as at Manchancel Bay, the 
Spaniards of the [ſatto, being + a league nearer, that is to ſay within 
about a league. 

The anchorage is known by an high ſteep Point, with ſome hillocks, 
one of which, ſeparated from the others looks like a barn, from 
whence it is called, The Grange : to the weſtward of this Point 1s a 
little Iſland, about half a nie long, under which you anchor at 2 


cables lengths from it, or not ſo far, in 5 or 6 fathoms. You muſt 
4 


* A Savanna where they focd Cattle. 
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not go much farther from it, becanſe about a mile, or a mile and a 
half to the 8. W. is a bank of rocks on which the ſea breaks. 

The coaſt here makes a Bay which is near a league deep ; it is but 
ſhoal, having from 24 fathoms to 6 feet water. 

„The anchorage at the Grange, ſays an able Navigator, is leſs 
66 _ than that under Point Y/abelica, but it is more ſheltered 
* from the Norths by the iſland of Monte Chriſto. Ten ſhips of 
„war might eaſily be anchored from 5 to 7 fathoms, within piſtol 
«+ ſhot of the iſland ; which make + a league's diſtance from the iſland 
to, the reef, which is as far from the ſhore. We had four ſtrong 
„ breezes which might be called gales of wind, yet we rid with only 
half a cable, and had not occafion to freſhen hawſer. | 

The iſland is nearly an half circle of 200 fathoms diameter, and 
has a hillock about the height and length of 3o feet, with a cut in 
„ the middle of near 10 fathoms; and this is what breaks off the 
ſea and the winds, The French had made there a very good falt- 
„work, which the Spaniards have let go to ruin. It differs, from 
*© thoſe at Turks lands, produces better ſalt, and is more convenient, 
as you may introduce the ſalt water, as you want it in the ſeveral 
<6 pans. 

The landing is eaſy ever where. Very good hay is made on 
« the Ifland, it is a kind of Dog's grafs, which they pull up by the - 
«* roots; that which grows by the river's ſide is coarſer, The river 
is one league from the Iſland, to the weſt of the town, and marked 
„by ka tuft of trees. The water is very good, and cafily got; 
* the boat may go in at high water, and about 4 a cable's length 
within, you will find it freſh, the current being ſo ſtrong that 
the ſalt water cannot get in, you have commonly a quarter wind to 
« fetch it in and bring it back. Here is very good fiſhng, and you 
* may haul the ſeine, as well as near the ſhore on the larboard fide 
© of the town, about a league from the ſhore, it is good ſhooting ; 
& you will find plenty of Wood Pigeons, and India Fouls.“ 

The Swcn Brothers he about 2 leagues and 4 S8. W. from the Grange, 
they are ſeven ſmall iſlands or rocks, moſtly barren, with reefs about 
them, and therefore are generally avoided by keeping without them: 
however, a ſhip of 24 guns may anchor among them. They havg 
ſome ſmall woods; and there is plenty of fiſh round them. 


* 


SECT. v. (2d Part). Additional Remarks on Monte 
Chriſto, . by Mr. Biſhop and Captain Heſter. 


FROM the Laſt * End of the iſland Tor/udas to Monte Chriſto, or 


& Monte ITriſti, or the Grange, the courſe is E. by S. diſtance 21 leagues, 


The D' Head is meant here, as in page 68. Sec the note at the bottom 1 
that page. | 
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14 To the weſtward of this Mount, there is a large flat, with ſeve- 
% ral Keys and ſhoals upon it. When the northernmoſt Key or 
« ſhoal is in one with the Mount, they bear E. and when we had 19. 
% fathoms water, and were about a mile diſtant from the ſhoal, 
% Cape Frangois bore 8. W. + W. and the Dry Key in one with 
„ the high land within the Mount. To the ſouthward of the dry 
„ ſhoals is a long flat of 10 or 11 fathoms water, which reaches as 
« far as Port Dauphin; and fo all along the outſide of the reef, 
« which forms the harbour of Cape Frangois. 

„To the weſhyard of Monte Chriſto, there are gradual ſoundings 
„from 12 to 5 fikhoms. In order to anchor, bring the S8. E. end of the 
„Little Key to bear N. by E. and between that and a dry ſhoal 
lying to the W. S. W. of the forefaid Key; there you have 
„ ſmooth riding and good ground *.“ | | 

„To the eaſtward of the Mount you may anchor in what depth 
« you pleaſe, from 12 to 3 fathoms, within a reef, where you will 
«« be ſheltered from the N. E. winds. . It is, beſides, a good place to 
« look out for ſhips coming from the eaſtward; for you are ſo much 
« under the Mount, that before they come very near they cannot 
« diſtinguiſh you.“ | 

The following obſervations were made in Monte Chriffo Bay, by 
Mr. Hefter, in his Majeſty's ſhip the Lowefoffe frigate, from Auguit 
11th. P. M. to Auguſt 12th. A. M. 1770. | 

« At 4 P. M. anchored with the ſmall bower in 4 fathoms water; 
t veered out to 4 a cable. The town 8. E. by S. inner fall of the 
* Mount N. E. 4 E. outer fall of ditto N. by E. + E. The Needle 
*« Rock juſt open with the outer part of the Mount. Engliſhman's Key 
„% N. by W. to N. by E. diſtance off the Key + a mile, ditto from, 
e the Mount one mile. A dry reef S. by W. one mile. A Point which 
« is at the entrance of a river bearing 8. A Key 8. W. 2 8. The 
« outermoſt Key W. 4 S. 7 or 8 miles.“ 


SECT. VI. Diredions for Sailing from the Grange 
to Point Yſabelica; tran/lated from the French. 


POINT TSABEL IC A lies E. northerly 12 leagues from the Grange; 
the coaſt between them is full of rocks, though here you may 
anchorage in a caſe of neceſſity. : 


* « When Mone Chriflo bears nearly Eaſt, you have prong hed foundings 
« from about ten to ſix fathoms. To anchor, let the 8. E. End of the Little 
« Key bear about N. half E. eaſterly ; between that and a dry ſhoal, from 
« which the Lu Key bears about E. N. E. you ride ea, and have good ground 
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To the eaſtward of the Grange there is a Bay, in which you R 
anchor very near the land in 6 fathoms, ſheltered from the W. the 
S. the E. and N. E.; but the Norths and North-weſters are very 


dangerous. About two leagues E. N. E, from the Grange is another 
Point covered by reefs, which is called Mangrove Point, From that 


to another called Little Salina, farther to the eaſtward, is almoſt 2 


miles ; between them is a deep bight full of reefs and ſhoals. a 
From Litile Salina Point the coaſt runs E. S. E. 4 leagues to an · 
other Point, called Nazareth Bluff; it is full of ſhoals and reefs which 
run out more than a mile 2, and muſt be carefully avoided. From 
this to Point Rocca is 2 leagues 3 E. N. E. the oval between forming 
@ Bay, which is full 3 miles deep; although it is full of reefs and 
rocks, Jet you may anchor in it in 6 fathoms; about a mile and 
a half E. N. E. from Nazareth Buff, ſheltered by the reefs, and two 
little iſlands, which are to the N. E. you may come in either to the 
eaſtward or weſtward of theſe two little iſlands, The bottom of this 

wy is full of reefs and banks. 

rom Point Rocca to Point Y/abelica the diſtance is above 4 
leagues ; you may anchor under Point Y/abclice, on the weſt fide, in 
5 or 6 fathoms, ſheltered by the reef from the north; but it is not 
near ſo good as the anchorage at the Grange. | 
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Directiont for Sailing along the Eaſt and North Coaſt 
of Hiſpaniola, as far as Point Yſabelica, coming 
from the Eaſtward ; taken from the Fournals of 
Captain Heſter, 


WHEN you have fetched the iſland of Mona, if bound to the 

North fide of Hiſpaniola, you may run to leeward of the two little 
iſlands, Mona and Monica, and when you have Mona E. S. E. diſ- 
tance 3 or 4 leagues, you will ſee the Eaſt End of Hiſpanlola. | 

= If you had oceaſion to anchor under the Welt of Mona, the 
following remarks made February 26, 1761, will be your directions; 

66 * the N. W. End to bear N. by E. diſtance 2 miles, and the 


„ 8. W. End (which is a low ſandy Point, with a ſmall reef at the 
K 2 « the 
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"The end of it) S. E. by E. diſtance 1 mile 1. The iſland of Mo- 
„ ne N. by W. diſtance 5 miles; there come to in 9 fathoms water, 
« white ſandy bottom, with black ſpots of turtle graſs,” | 

All the Eaſt End of Hiſpaniola is very low; and a ſtrong current 
ſets through betwixt the iſland and Mona to the northward ; from that 
end you may, in a clear day, deſcry the Weſt End of Porto Rico. 
Cape Enganno, the eaſternmoſt land in lat. 18 deg. 25 min. is a low 
flat Point from which a ſhoal runs off N. E. 2 miles off; it has very 
little water on it, and muſt have a good birth; when you are off the 
Cape you loſe fight of Mona and Monica, and will ſee a low Point 
(Cape Eſpada) on the E. S. E. corner of the ifland, but this is not 
Cape Enganno, which is N. by E. from that Point about 4 or 
leagues ; Cape Enganno W. + S. diſtance 6 leagues, makes two h 
lke a wedge. 

From Cape Enganno to Cape Raphacl, the Courſe is N. W. by N. 
T5 leagues : about 3 leagues to the South-eaſtward of the laſt Cape, 
the land is pretty high, and continues ſo quite down to the Cape. 

Cape Raphael is of a moderate height, and appears like an iſland, 
ſo nigh the main land that you can but juſt fee it between. It is bold 
to, making like a ſugar loaf, but ſomething broader at the bottom, 
with a peak the top, this is called, The Rewnd Hill; its lat. is 19 
Go 6 min. IN. | * 

* Raphael to Cape Samana, ſometimes called by us Cape 
Churchill, the Courſe is N. W. by N. about 7 leagues. Betwixt 
theſe two is Samana Bay, above 12 leagues deep, ſo that you can ſcarce 
ſee the land at the bottom of it, but what appears to your eye 1s very 
High double land, The following directions will ſerve you to fail into 
this Bay. | 

When Cape Samana bears from you N. W. by W. about a league, 
it appears like two Points, the weſternmoſt of which, as vou come 
farther in, you bring open to a white ſpot of ſandy ground, which at 
firſt you may take 4 one of the Sand Keys, but it joins to the main 
ſhore. That you may better know the true Point, obſerve, that in 
coming about the Point you will diſcover as it werè a ſmall rock 
laying from it, but as you come nearer you will ſee it join to the 
land. The ſoundings are very certain; after you are well ſhot into 
the Bay, you will find ro fathoms, and after, no ground in 20. The 
Blue Point + is on the North fide E. about 4 miles from you. The 
greater Key you leave on your ſtarboard fi'e, ping in E. S. E. about 
3 miles, and the low Point to the northw; s miles. Ba- 
viſter Key W. N. W. about a mile. You may anchor in 3 fathoms, 
about + of a mile from the ſhore. 


* Mr. Hefter, as well as the Engl Pilet, give the name of Cape Samana to Cape 
Hag ael, and the name of Cape Calran to Cape Sawiana 5 we have corrected this 
miſtake; and aced Cape Cabror, w here it ought to be, N. W. by W. about two one 
half leagues tum Cap; Samara, ; 

+ Thus muſt be Graphry Pan; * Eh 
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Being off Cape Samana, and intending for this port, you ſail S. S, 
W. z or 4 leagues along the ſhore (you may go within a mile, for it is 
bold to) to the Point, which has two or three black rocks lying near 
it (Blue Point). When you are the length of this Point, ſteer away- 
W. about 4 a mile, and you will leave three wy be which are high 
and woody, a mile from you, on your larboard fade: when you have 
the weſternmoſt of the three Keys S8. 8. W. from you, you may 
anchor in 15 fathoms 2 a mile from the ſhore, and have good water, 
then Banifhr Key will bear W. by N. one mile off. 

In this harbour is very good eaſy ground from 7 to 3 fathoms; you 
find alſo good freſh water in many places, and plenty of fiſh and fowl : 
here is commonly a freſh breeze trom the all day, and open 
to the North. 

Cape Samana is a broken ragged Point of land, which appears at a. 

t diſtance like a ſhip with her top-ſails down, and ſeems not to 
Join the land; but coming nearer it alters its ſhape. The Cape makes 


two Points, both alike bluff and ſteep, about the height of Brac 


Head, but not fo white : they are 4 or 5 miles aſunder, with a ſmall 
Bay and harbour between them. About 2 or 3 miles to the weſtward 
of the weſternmoſt Point, there is a very high Bluff, which is down 


at the water fide, and twice as high as Cape Samana (this is Cape 


Cabron). 

From Cape Samana to Old Cape Frangois, the Courſe is W. N. W. 
about 13 or 14 leagues. Here the land is lower all the way down, 
than to the eaſtward of Samana. There is between a deep bight 
called Scots Bay, 5 leagues to the eaſtward of Old Cape Frangois, 
which is a good place for ſmall veſſels. | 
Old Cape Frangois is a low Point, which appears at firſt like a low 
flat ifland, but is joined to the main. There is ſome foul ground 
laying off the pitch of the Cape about 2 miles, and a harbour a little 
to the weſtward, for ſmall veſſels. When failing from Cape Samana 
to Old Cape Fraxgois, which is about 6 or 7 hours fail, you ſee a 
Point of land on the Eaſt fide of the Cape, which oftentimes, at firſt 
fight, you ſuppoſe to be the Cape, but coming nearer you will ſee 
your miſtake. And when you are due North off Old Cape Frangoit, 
you will perceive to the eaſtward of the Cape, a very ſteep Point, 
which ſeems. to be divided from the Main, and running off the land 
riſes higher and higher; in ſuch a manner that the higheſt part of it 
lays open to the ſea ſo high that you cannot ſee the land within. 

To the above deſcription of the eaſtern coaſt of Hiſpaniola, we 
muſt ſubjoin the remarks made by Mr. Biſhop, on board his Majeſty's 
ſhip, the Sphinx, in 1755. h 

Being off Old Cape Frangois, I found the rocks and ſhoals bore 
„N. W. from thence, diſtance ꝙ leagues; and when the Cape bore 
E. by S. then the Weſternmo Nw in fight bore W. by N.; fo the 
land ſtretches; but W. N. W. is the direct courſe ta Monte Chriſto. 
Latitude off Oui Cape Frangois 19 deg. 40 min. N. and from Old Cape 
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« Frangois to Cape Cabron is E. S. E. diſtance 16 * leagues : Cape 
© Samana is on the ſame land. When Cape Samana bore W. 4 8. 
„ diſtance 6 leagues, we ſaw the high land of Cape Raphael; the 
* Southernmoſt part of the Iſland bore S. by E.; but as we came 
«« nearerto it, we found a low beach land, which ſtretched, out from the 
« Southernmoſt high land, S. E. about 5 leagues : the low land is the 
« Faſt End of Hi/paniola, and is called Point E/pada : from thence to 
„Mona and Monica 8. E. diſtance 5 leagues. From Point Eſpada we 
« ſteered 8. by W. and S. 8. W. and at noon obſerved in the lat. 18 
« deg. 14 min. N. then Monica and Mona bore E. S E. diſtance 4 
% leagues, when we were diſtant from the ſhore 4 leagues, Point E/- 
„ 4ada North 4 leagues”. | | 
rom Old Cape Frangois to Point Y/abelica, the courſe is W. N. W. 
diſtance 24 leagues. In going athwart this bight there are ſeveral 
rivers and inlets, the moſt remarkable of which is Port Plate, about 
x5 leagues Weſtward of the Old Cape. At the entrance of this Har- 
bour he ſeveral ſmall Iſlands, which, in failing in, you muſt leave on 
your ſtarboard-fide ; and when got in, you may anchor where you 
ſe, being every where good ground, and good riding. Obſerve in 
iling, to keep cloſe to that Point of land on your larboard fide, which 
will ſee to be broken and ragged. When coming about the faid 
oint, luff up round, and run up as far as you can, with your fails al- 
_— ſhivering in the wind; thus you will gain the beſt place of the 
When from O Francois you fail for Monte Chriſto, obſerve 
to ſteer a more Northerly courſe in hauling off, giving a good diſtance 
between you and the ſhore, becauſe the currents always ſet upon it; 


and except you do this, you will run the hazard of being aſhore, 


Directions for Sailing along the South Coaſt of Hiſpaniola 
to the Weſtward. 


C7. DOMINGO, the chief Town of the Spaniards, in lat. 18 dep. 
5 min. lies on the South Coaſt, about 27 leagues Weltward of 
Cape Eſpada. It has a very commodious Ilarbour, deep enough fof 
ſhips to go in and out with their whole lading, baving not leſs than 3 
fathoms every where. A ſhip may lie cloſe to the ſhore to take in her 
loading, only laying a plank from the ſhip's f:de to the ſhore. ; 
To ſail into the — run in directly towards the Caſtle with 4 
flat ſtecple, within a mile of it; then you will have 15 fathoms water, 


* This muſt be a miſtake, ſee above. 
almoſt 
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almoſt open to a great Point on your ſtarboard - ſide, and a little with- 

in, a ſmall Fort on your larboard-fide ; run in directly, you cannot do 

amiſs : towards the ſea is no manner of danger. S 
Between St. Domingo and Cape Beata are ſeveral Bays; the largeſt 

and deepeſt of which is called Neywa Bay (or Bay Honda, and ſome- 

times alias Bay) from a large river of that name, which empties 

itſelf into it: the Ports of Azua and Ocoa, are in the bottom of this 

Bay, which is very dangerous. . 


CAPE BEAT A, the Southernmoſt of Hiſpaniola (formerly 
Toll"s Cape) lies about 6 leagues 8. by W. from Neyva Bay, in lat, 17 
deg. 40 min.; about 4 miles 8. from the Cape is the and Beata, 
— 74. miles from the 8. W. of this Iſland is Altavela Rock. 

This Rock, the moſt Southerly of Hi/pantola, in lat. 17 deg. 20 
min. is the land you ſteer for in going down from the Leeward Mandi 

A Jamaica; for by keeping in its latitude you avoid falling into the 
1 dangerous Bay of Neywa. 

Aliavela is high and peaked, having at moſt bearings the reſem- 
blance of a bell. You may run between it and Beata aud, without 
any danger; but on the N. W. fide of Altavela is a ſmall high rock, 
about half a mile off; and a mile and a half further runs out a ſhallow, 
where you have 16 fathoms water, ſandy ground. 

About 8 miles N. N. W. from Altavela are the Frayles, a clump of 
bold and ſteep rocks, two of which are larger than all the reſt, round 
which you may fail in ſafety, within 4 of a mile. 

and Beata is low, and covered with buſhes and trees; on the 
South fide is a well with freſh water in it at certain times of the year. 
This Ifland is a very good place for eruiſing ſhips to anchor, when they 
want to heel, or boot-top, or to refit any of their rigging. When you 
are abreaſt of the Weſt Point of Cape Beata, between that Point and 
the Iſland is the beſt of the Channel; you have but 15 feet: further 
to the Eaſtward is 11 and 12 feet, all ſandy ground and even, with ſome 
ſpots of Turk graſs, but no rocks or ſtones. When the Falſe Cape is 
W. N. W. two leagues, then you have 55 fathoms, ſandy ground; 
the true Cape then bears E. by S. 4 S. about 34 leagues; Altawela 
8. + E. about 4 leagues; and Beata about 4 or 5 miles. Eaſt of the 
Nand Beata you have deep water, and the nearer the Iſland the deeper, 
until you have no ground with 50 fathoms of line; but on the South 
lide you have good ſoundings going over the ſpit of land, about a mile 

1 4 from the ſhore, ſo that you may borrow as near as you pleaſe to the 
| Iſland, At the Weſt — of Beata, bringing the 8. W. Point S. or 
8. by W. diſtance 2 or 3 miles, there is anchorage in 10 or 12 fas 
thoms water, the N. W. Point bearing about N. N. E. Oppotite the 
anchorages is the Well. 


i Reman hs 
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Remarks, to Anchor under the North-Weſt of Beata, 
made by an experienced Navigator, January the 25th, 
1761. | 


«© The beſt place is to bring the N. W. end to bear E by N. or 
% E. N. E. diſtance one mile; and the 8. W. end S. by W. diſtance 
« 2 leagues; Altavela 8. 8. W. i W. diſtance 4 leagues; the Frayles 
« W. 4 leagues; and Cape Lopez N. W. by W. diſtance 5 leagues : 
vou come to in 7 or 8 fathoms water, ſandy bottom. When you 
* are coming round the 8. W. Point, give it a ſmall birth, for there 
«© is no more than 4 fathoms water, Weſt, 3 cables length from the 
Point; but when the Point bears E. S. E. you may haul up for the 
N. W. end. When at anchor, there is very good fiſhing, but ſeldom 
* any freſh water.“ 

From Cafe Lopez (called alſo the Weſtern Falſe Cape) to the 8. W. 
Point of Beata, the diſtance is 16 miles S8. E. by S.; to Altavela, dif 
rance 19 miles S. by E. + E.; to the Frayles 11 miles 8. } E.; to Sam- 
bay River 19 miles N. N. W. Northerly ; the two Falſe Capes bear 
from each other E. S. E. and W. S. W. Between the two is the Bay 
called the Blue Hole, where there is good fiſhing, and on ſhore #714 
Bullocks and Hogs. You may anchor within Cape Lopez; but you muſt 
come within a mile of the ſhore before you can have ſoundings: The 

wind is for the moſt part off ſhore. 


SAMBAY, or SAMBA RIVER, which is called by the 
French River Guillaumon, lies 19 or 20 miles N. N. W. from Cape 
Lopex ; it is very convenient for cruiſing ſhips to wood and water in, 
as there is for the moſt part but little wind, and that off ſhore; the ſea 
winds not coming in above 2 or 3 hours in the day. The Bay affords 
plenty of Turtle, and Fiſh for the net and hook ; and at certain times 
you may meet with Spaniſh or French hunters, who have their huts 
tor curing and jerking Wild Bullocks and Hogs. 

If you would go into Sambay, you may keep Altavele juſt open with 
Cafe Lopez, ——_ in till you bring that Cape to bear S. by E. and 
ride any where, within a mile of the ſhore, in good ground, the depth 


from 18 to 20 fathoms to the ſtiff clay, Cape Lopez, when you are to 

the Northward, appears exactly like the North Foreland in England. 

It is when you are at anchor at the mouth of the river, that this Core 
| wi 
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will bear S. 8. E. Southerly from you 19 or 20 niffes. At one-thied 
of the way between Cape Loprz and Marigot Point, on the Welt fide, 
the water is very deep, and you will have no ground at 50 fathoma; but 
about mid-way between Cape Lopez and the River, you come upon 
ſoundings from 32 to 16, and fo . to 6 or 7 fathoms; a 
mile from the River, all good ground. ing about the middle of the 
Bay, you will ſee a table land, bearing S. by E. from you, and then 
the Welternmolt land in fight will bear W. 1 N. about 12 leagues 


When coming from the Southward, and Cape Lopex bears E. S. E. 
from you, 4 or 5 leagues, you will ſee to the Weſtward white chalky 
cliffs ; and about 5 miles to the Eaſtward of theſe cliffs a fine Savanna, 
making two remarkable ſquare brown places; a little to the Southward 
of this is the River's mouth; it 1s beſt known by a {ſmall hillock of 
ruſhes,cloſe to the ſea fide, through which the River runs. The moſt 
convenient place to anchor, for watering quick, is to bring the River's 
mouth to bear N. N. E. diſtance one mile; Cape Lopez S. by E. diſ- 
tance 6 leagues ; and the Eaſternmoſt part of the te CA N. W. 
diſtance 5 miles; there coming to in 74 fathoms water, gocd clear 

round: but as the Bay is large, open, and clear, you may anchor 
in what part you pleaſe. There are two ſmall Harbours in it, frequented 
by the barks, wherein the hunters carry their meat to market. 
— — — — ͤu-— 

JFAC2UEMEL, 11 or 12 leagues to the Weſtward of Sambay, 
is a fine Harbour, with fortifications at the entrance; it is known at 
ſea by the ſudden cut off or drop of a hill, ſeen over another long hill 
at the upper part of the Harbour; by running in for this drop, you 
will be led directly into the Harbour's mouth. 

From Cape Facquemel, 2 leagues W. S. W. from the Harbour, to 
Cape Bennet, remarkable by its white cliffs, the courſe is W. Southerly 
about 5 leagues. 

From Cape Bennet to the Eaſt End of Iſle 2 Vache, or Cow [land 
(Ne of Afb of the Sailur;), the courſe is W. S. W. 11 or 12 leagues. 
When you are off at ſea, and abreaſt of the Ie 2 Yache, the middle of 
the Saddle Mountains over St. Louis (Port Louis), bears N. by E. 
N and then the Eaſt End of the Je d Vacbe is between you 

It. * . . 
This Iſland is low, and lies ſo under the other land of the main, 


that you muſt be near before you will be able to diſtinguiſh it from the 
main; it is about ꝙ or 10 miles long, ſtretching near Eait and Wet : 


theWeft End is high, but the Eaſt End is low land, all over wooded; and 
you muſt not come nearer the Point than 3 or 4 miles, for it is ſhoal, 
and from it runs off a reef of rocks to the N.— N. N. W.—and W. 
— or 6 miles. At the North part of this reef are two Keys, with 
good anchoring between them in — and to the Southward of 


theſe, 
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theſe, about a league on the North ſide, begins a range of Keys and 
rocks, which extends almoſt as far as the Weſt Point. 


THE Saddle Mountains over St. Louis are the ſecond high land 
from the Weſt End of Hiſpaniola, which are the Grande Ance Moun- 
tains; the Weſternmoſt and higheſt may be ſeen zo or 40 leagues at 
ſea, on both ſides the Iſland, as it has already been ſaid. 

There is a Rock, called the Diamond, bearing E. Northerly, from 
the entrance of St. Louis about 4 leagues, and from the Eaſt End of 
Le a Vache N. E. about 6 leagues. Aquin Iſland lies a little to the 


Eaſtward of it, and bear from the Eaſt End of the Je a Vache, NB. 


Northerly.— The South End of the Je d Lache and Point Abacou 
(Point Baco of the Sailors) when in one, bear W. S. W. and E. N. E. 
about 2 or 3 leagues.— There is a reef off the Eaſt End of the Ie à 
Vache, about a mile, which muſt be avoided when you are going into 
St. Lonts. 

To anchor at the Weſt End of the Je d Lache; you may fail by 
the Weſt part of the Iſland, within a mile or two, fo as to _ the 


Weſt Point to bear 8. E. by S. in 44 fathoms water; then the Eaſtern- 


moſt Nite Cl; on the main will bear North-weſterly ; the entrance 
of St. Louis N. E.; Point Abacou S. W. by S.; and the Cayes N. W. 
by W. all hereabouts is good ground. 

There is a ſmall Sandy Key, which lies a little off the N. W. Point 
of the Ne a Vache; bring chis Key on the Point, and at about a mile 
diſtance from you, you will find 5 fathoms, ſandy ground, with good 
anchoring, and ſoundings a long way to the Southward. 


Nota Bene. Several Navigators make mention of a ſhoal which lies 


S. from the [ſe à Fach, ſtretching E. and W. about 2 or 3 leagues, 
and upon which, in ſome places, there is not above 2 or 3 feet water. 

All along the Eaſt ſide of Point Abacou, there is a reef of rocks, ſa- 
bout a mile from the ſhore, of which you muſt be careful, when you 
are coming out from the Weſt End of the Iſe à YVache. 

The courſe from Point Abacon to Cape Tiburon is W. by N. N. 
about 18 leagues. Between them are ſeveral Bays and anchoring 
places, which are too little known to be deſcribed, OY; 
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